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Subject GEF West Africa Regional Biosafety Project: US Comment

On behalf of US Council Member Kenneth Peel, I am writing to convey
further technical comments on the West Africa Regional Biosafety Project
for the GEF CEO to take into consideration prior to endorsement.    

The United States appreciates the revisions that the World Bank has made
to the project, which address many of the issues that we raised when the
project proposal was first circulated in June 2006.  In particular, we
are pleased that the Bank has revised the project so it will build on
the technical foundation already established in the region by
organizations like INSAH and that the WAEMU project will collaborate
with other regional  biosafety initiatives and with ECOWAS.   We also
appreciate the expanded scope of the regional Biosafety Clearing House.

 

However, we are concerned about a new indicator that was not included in
the June 2006 version of the proposal.   A new proposed key performance
indicator for the project is "the percentage of risk assessments
incorporating measurements of: (i) presence or absence of contamination
through gene transfer to wild species and the concentration level...."
As written, it is not clear what will be measured and when. Risk
assessment should be conducted prior to the release of LMO's, and
therefore prior to any opportunity to measure gene transfer. Further,
this indicator is inconsistent with the internationally accepted
paradigm for risk assessments to be conducted on a case by case basis,
which would determine whether any risk management measures would be
warranted. 

We request, therefore, that the World Bank revise this indicator prior
to CEO endorsement so that it reads: "the percentage of risk assessments
performed that take into account, inter alia, potential impacts arising
from gene transfer."  We also note that the success of the project as
measured by all of the proposed indicators is dependant on the
submission of applications for environmental release that would prompt
risk assessment, and therefore outside the control of the project.
Applications for risk assessment might well be lower than anticipated by
the project.  We would encourage the project to undertake risk
assessments as training exercises, which could also be evaluated for
meeting these indicators.

I am happy to discuss this request further with GEF Secretariat staff
and/or World Bank staff.  
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Subject: GEF Projects circulated for Council's comments/information --



Regional (Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali, Senegal, Togo) BD; Antigua and
Barbuda MFA; Regional (Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan) LD

Please find attached letters of notification from Monique Barbut, GEF
CEO and Chairperson, on the posting of the following project documents
for the Council's comments/information.

Full-Sized Projects

1.  Regional (Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali, Senegal, Togo):  West African
Regional Biosafety Project

http://www.thegef.org/uploadedfiles/08-08-07%20Regional%20-%20West%20Afr
ican%20Reg%20Biosafety.pdf

(See attached file: 08-8-07 Council letter.pdf)

2.  Antigua and Barbuda:  Demonstrating the Development and
Implementation of a Sustainable Island Resource Management Mechanism in
a Small Island Developing State

http://www.thegef.org/uploadedFiles/08-07-07%20Webposting-%20ID%201614-A
ntigua%20&%20Barbuda.pdf

(See attached file: 08-07-07 ID 1614-Antigua-Barbuda-Demonstrating
Dev-Sust Island Res-CEO Ltr to Council.pdf)

3.  Regional (Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan):  Sustainable Land Management in
the High Pamir and Pamir-Alai Mountains - and Integrated and
Transboundary Initiative in Central Asia Phase I

http://www.thegef.org/uploadedFiles/08-07-07%20Webposting-ID%202377-CEO%
20Endorsement%20ltr%20to%20Council.pdf

(See attached file: 08-07-07 ID 2377-Regional - SLM High Pamir-CEO
Endorsement ltr to Council.pdf)

To: Secretariat@Thegef.Org
Gcoordination@Thegef.Org
Pblissguest@Thegef.Org
Mzimsky@Thegef.Org

cc: Sgorman@Worldbank.Org
Ccrepin@Worldbank.Org


