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Nature-based Solutions have a transformative 

potential 
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To deliver a broad range of goods and services…

…….across different land-uses and providing multiple benefits

…….for a wide range of stakeholders……

THE PROMISE OF FLR
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• Sub-set of 13 pledges at the 

national and jurisdictional level 

assessed 

• Implementation rate of 56%  in 

terms of hectares under 

restoration

• 354, 000 new jobs

• Estimated 1.38 billion tonnes of 

CO2 equivalent captured in the 

last 8 years.



7

1. Identify NbS in NDCs and 

ratchet up the ambition for 

2020

• 66% of Nationally Determined 

Contributions include NbS-type actions but 

only 17% have quantified and robust 

targets associated with the delivery of 

those nature-based solutions. 

• Over 70% of NDCs are estimated to 

contain references to efforts in the forest 

sector through FLR-related activities, only 

20% of these include quantifiable targets, 

and only 8% include targets expressed in 

tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent.

NbS have global relevance to fight the 

climate crisis



8

2. To increase ambition, it is needed to solidify 

enabling conditions and enhanced financial flows 

for NbS

Policies, plans, institutions

Financing

Technical planning

Monitoring systems

Hectares

Climate impacts

Biodiversity 
impacts

Jobs created

SUCCESS FACTORS RESULTS & BENEFITS
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The Restoration Initiative (TRI) is a program to restore and maintain 

degraded and deforested landscapes at scale. It has been developed 

for consideration by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and other 

donors through close collaboration between three GEF Agencies that 

will jointly implement the program – FAO, IUCN (as lead), and UNEP. 

The program will unite ten countries with up-to-date technical 

knowledge and innovative financing tools in support of the Bonn Chal -

lenge goal of restoring 150 million ha worldwide by 2020. And it will 

do so by helping countries overcome existing barriers to restoration 

and generate global environmental benefits while furthering national 

sustainable development goals. 

Context

Continued forest and land degradation pose serious obstacles to elimi -

nating poverty, hunger and biodiversity loss in many parts of the world  

today. It also limits the ability of both women and men, and farmers 

and local communities, to adapt to the impacts of climate change. This 

degradation process increases competition for scarce resources,  lea-

ding to potential conflicts between users and exacerbating imbalances,  

such as gender inequality. These processes threaten the security of 

food, water and energy; lead to the loss of biodiversity and critical eco -

system services and land degradation; impact the livelihoods,  health, 

well-being and resilience capacity of millions of people (FAO, 2015); 

and have even been linked to serious social unrest.  Furthermore, 

continued forest and land degradation means continued greenhouse 

gas emissions and reduced capacity to sequester carbon.

Given the right tools and incentives, much of the deforested and 

degraded estate can be restored – enhancing ecological integrity 

and improving human well-being in deforested and degraded lands 

through introduction and better management of trees and woody 

plants, woodlands and forests at the landscape level. 

The Global Partnership on Forest and Landscape Restoration 

(GPFLR) has identified more than 2 billion hectares of deforested 

and degraded landscapes worldwide – an area larger than South 

America – where opportunities for forest landscape restoration (FLR) 

may be found (See Figure 1).

Program design

While restoration of degraded and deforested lands and associated 

carbon stocks is gaining traction with increasing awareness and 

commitment, TRI countries face a number of common barriers to 

implementing FLR at the needed scale. These include insufficient po-

litical prioritization of restoration, insufficient awareness of restoration 

opportunities and approaches, absence of an enabling environment 

for investment in FLR, governance and land tenure issues, limited 

capacity to manage and plan for FLR, failure to adequately incorpo-

rate gender considerations, and inadequate mobilization of resources.

The Restoration Initiative
Fostering innovation and integration  
in support of the Bonn Challenge
November 2015

IUCN / Intu Boedhihartono

The Restoration Initiative
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IUCN at the GCF
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NBS have the potential to make global 

as well as local contributions 

IUCN (2016): “Actions to 

protect, manage and restore 

natural or modified 

ecosystems, which address 

societal challenges, 

effectively and adaptively, 

providing human well-being 

and biodiversity benefits.”



INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE

To scale up NbS

1. NbS activities should go beyond the limits 

of site-based, time-bound project 

interventions.

2. For NBS to be long-term and sustainable 

it is necessary to adequately identify and 

take account of competing or 

contradictory land-use and natural 

resource policies and actions. 

3. For NBS to be successful, it is necessary 

to realize synergies with other 

approaches.
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Thank

you!


