
 
PARTNERS IN 
CONSERVATION 
Conservation International values partner-

ships with indigenous and local communities 

who are often stewards of incredible biodi-

versity within their traditional lands.  

Conservation International (CI) has been work-
ing with indigenous peoples and local communi-
ties for 30 years, developing expertise, credibil-
ity and trust with our partners. One of the first 
organizations to develop a policy for partnering 
with indigenous peoples, CI recognizes the im-
portance of full and effective participation for all 
communities in conservation. Guided by this 
policy, the Indigenous and Traditional Peoples 
Program (ITPP) works to strengthen the capaci-
ties of indigenous and traditional peoples and 
conservationists to work through policy, practice 
and partnership toward mutual goals. These 
goals center on ensuring respect for indigenous 
rights within conservation action; strengthening 
cultural identities and livelihoods; and conserv-
ing biodiversity for ecosystem security. ITPP is 
also integral  to the implementation of CI’s rights
-based approach to conservation, which inte-
grates a human rights approach into existing 
conservation policy and practice. Taken togeth-
er, these efforts strengthen the foundation for 
CI’s collaborative work with both indigenous 
and local communities, which is a fundamental 
component of conservation success. 

Program In Focus 

INDIGENOUS & TRADITIONAL PEOPLES PROGRAM 
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 Building a rights-based framework to 
guide policy and action for ecosys-
tem and cultural security.  

 Participating in the Conservation Initi-
ative on Human Rights, an interna-
tional consortium of conservation or-
ganizations.  

 

 

 Developing the internal and external 
policy building blocks to support a 
rights-based framework for conserva-
tion. Particular themes of interest in-
clude participation, traditional 
knowledge, access and benefit-
sharing resource management, land 
tenure and governance.  

 Supporting indigenous representa-
tion at UN Conventions and Fora.  

 Creating the opportunities for shared 
learning within a rights-based ap-
proach to ecosystem and cultural se-
curity.  

 Developing training courses and 
toolkits to strengthen local stakehold-
er capacity and participation in deci-
sion-making.  

Rights and Governance  Policy Shared Learning 

Learn more at www.conservation.org/communities 
Contact: Minnie Degawan | mdegawan@conservation.org 
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