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Our Mission: 
To make small-scale gold 

mining safer, cleaner, 
and more profitable 

Our Vision:
A clean global supply of 

gold from small-scale 
miners

Artisanal and small-scale miners are responsible for producing about 20 percent 
of the world’s gold each year. Due to limited economic opportunities or a lack of 
awareness about the dangers, many of these small-scale mining operations use the 
highly toxic chemical mercury to extract their gold. Artisanal and small-scale gold 
mining (ASGM) is estimated to be the largest source of mercury pollution in the 
world. 

The planetGOLD programme, supported by the Global Environment Facility, 
partners with governments, the private sector, and ASGM communities in 
nine countries to significantly improve the production practices and work 
environment of artisanal and small-scale miners. By working to close the 
financing gap, supporting formalization, raising awareness, and connecting mining 
communities with mercury-free technology and formal markets, planetGOLD aims to 
demonstrate a pathway to cleaner and more efficient small-scale gold mining practices 
that benefit everyone, from the mine to the marketplace. 

CORE PROGRAMMATIC STRATEGIES 

Formalization 
Supporting efforts to integrate the ASGM sector 
into the formal economy, society, and regulatory 

system

Access to Formal Markets 
Facilitating miners’ access to formal gold supply 

chains, in partnership with gold buyers and 
industrial users 

Technical Solutions 
Introducing and facilitating access  

to mercury-free technologies and best practices in 
ASGM 

Access to Finance 
Piloting a range of models for access to investment 

and finance for small-scale miners and their 
communities 



The planetGOLD programme includes projects in nine countries that collectively account for approximately 
1,145 tonnes of mercury released by ASGM activities per year, according to recent estimates. This work 
assists countries to meet their commitments under the Minamata Convention on Mercury to reduce and, 
where feasible, eliminate mercury use in the sector. The project teams are working to protect men, women, 
and children from exposure to toxic levels of mercury through artisanal and small-scale gold production 
every year.

A global knowledge management and communications project, executed by the Natural Resources 
Defense Council with technical support from the UN Environment Programme and UN Industrial 
Development Organization, emphasizes improving access to finance and facilitates the dissemination 
of information from planetGOLD to mining stakeholders and communities, governments, the private 
sector, and civil society. 
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CURRENT COUNTRY PROJECTS

IMPACTS OF COVID-19

The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic 
caused unprecedented challenges throughout the 
world in 2020, and touched artisanal and small-
scale gold mining operations in every corner 
of the globe, creating economic hardship and 
serious health concerns. Projects in planetGOLD 
faced considerable challenges, uncertainty, and 
disruptions as a result of this health emergency. 
Despite these unprecedented difficulties, project 
teams were nimble in adjusting work plans to 
adapt to changing situations on the ground and 
react in a timely manner to the emergency. 

https://unephg.carto.com/viz/d283bc9c-b540-11e5-9737-0ea31932ec1d/public_map
http://www.mercuryconvention.org/


PROGRESS ON CORE PROGRAMME STRATEGIES 
The charts below show progress on the programme’s four key programmatic strategies across 
all country projects under implementation during the reporting period.* 

* Due to delays detailed in the full report, the planetGOLD Kenya project launched later and, as such, is not reflected 
in these charts
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Visit planetgold.org to learn more and sign up for updates

Supported by: Led by: In partnership with:

Supported by the Global Environment Facility, planetGOLD is led by the United Nations Environment Programme and implemented in partnership  
with the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, United Nations Development Programme, and Conservation International.

LOOKING AHEAD

As the world prepares to emerge from the pandemic in the coming year, planetGOLD will 
focus on assisting the ASGM sector to re-activate, by identifying needed mercury-free 
technology, brokering finance mechanisms, and working with governments to create 
more favorable regulations, while still holding ASGM operations accountable to its high 
environmentally and socially responsible operating criteria. Our private sector partners 
will continue to play a vital role in providing relevant stakeholder perspectives and 
helping to open avenues to the formal gold markets in the long run. 

A NEW PHASE FOR PLANETGOLD

In June 2020, the GEF Council approved the concept to expand planetGOLD, by adding 
eight countries and nearly $44 million USD to the programme. Bolivia, Congo, Ghana, 
Honduras, Madagascar, Nigeria, Suriname, and Uganda will join the current set of nine 
countries in planetGOLD working to make artisanal and small-scale gold mining safer, 
cleaner, and more profitable from the mine to the market. 

This second phase of planetGOLD is expected to start within the next year and 
run through 2025. The programme will be led by Conservation International and 
implemented together with UN Environment Programme, UN Industrial Development 
Organization, and UN Development Programme. The programme will continue to work 
within planetGOLD’s four knowledge areas, with a particular focus on promoting holistic, 
multisectoral, and integrated approaches to formalization. 

Cover photo: Participants in a train-the-trainer field day at a mine site in Ecuador

http://www.planetgold.org

