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Recommended Council Decision 
The Council, having reviewed Note on the Organization of the Fourth GEF Assembly 
(GEF/C.35/…) approves the dates proposed to hold the Assembly in Punta del Este, Uruguay. 
 
The Council requests the Secretariat to prepare for the next Council meeting a report on the 
progress that has been achieved in preparing the Assembly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The purpose of this note is to update the Council on progress made in preparation for the 
Fourth GEF Assembly. This includes preparation of the Memorandum of Understanding signed 
by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and of Housing, Land Planning and Environment of 
Uruguay, the GEF CEO and the Acting Vice President, Concessional Finance and Global 
Partnerships of the IBRD. 
 
LOCATION OF THE ASSEMBLY 
 
2. In its decision during the 34th GEF Council meeting, the Council accepted the offer of 
Uruguay to host the Assembly. The Government of Uruguay proposed to hold the meeting in the 
city of Punta del Este at the Conference Center located in the Conrad Hotel.  
 
3. The CEO was invited to visit Uruguay, and after meeting with the Ministers of Housing, 
Land Planning and Environment; Economy and Finance; Tourism and Sports; Industry, Energy 
and Mining and Foreign Affairs, she visited the premises which she found adequate to the needs 
of the GEF. 
 
TIMING OF THE ASSEMBLY 
 
4. The note submitted to the Council at its last meeting, Note on the Organization of the 
Fourth GEF Assembly, GEF/C.34/4 state that the Fourth GEF Assembly will take place in the 
first semester of 2010. After due consideration of dates for other relevant international meetings, 
availability of the conference center in Punta del Este and the timing of replenishment 
discussions, it is proposed that the Fourth GEF Assembly take place on May 24 to 28, 2010. 
 
Organization of the Assembly 
 
5. After the decision taken during the Council meeting last November, conversations began 
with Uruguay on drafting a Memorandum of Understanding that would outline the agreement 
between the host country, the GEF and the IBRD, in particular the responsibilities of each party. 
This Memorandum of Understanding was signed during the CEO’s visit to Uruguay and is 
attached for reference in Annex I. 
 
6. As on the occasion of previous GEF Assemblies, a dedicated team will be put together to 
undertake the GEF responsibilities and provide overall coordination within the External 
Relations Team. 
 
7. Based on the current state of preparations, the Assembly will be organized in the 
following manner: On May 24, 2010, a Special GEF Council Meeting will be held.  Civil Society 
Consultations will also take place on that day. The Fourth GEF Assembly will take place on May 
25 to 27. May 28 will be dedicated to project site visits. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
 
8. The Secretariat will report to the Council at its next meeting on the progress that has been 
achieved in preparation for the Assembly. 
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