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Da Nang, Vietnam
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Sue Szabo, Head of Delegation

Honourable ministers,
Ms. Naoko Ishii — Chief Executive Officer and Chairperson,
Honourable governors,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Permettez-moi de commencer en remerciant le gouvernement du Vietnam ainsi que la ville de
Da Nang de nous accueillir si chaleureusement a I’occasion de la sixieme assemblée du Fonds
pour I’environnement mondial. Je tiens par ailleurs a remercier le Secrétariat du FEM,

I’ Administrateur et le Comité Consultatif Scientifique et Technologique ainsi que toutes les
autres équipes qui ont travaillé sans relache a la préparation de cette rencontre.

Le FEM peut compter sur le solide appui du Canada. Nous sommes par ailleurs ravis des
réalisations de ce fonds. Agissant a titre de mécanisme financier dans le cadre des conventions
des Nations Unies sur les changements climatiques, la diversité biologique, la lutte contre la
désertification, les polluants organiques persistants et le mercure, le FEM a adopté une approche
holistique pour relever une variété de défis associés a I’environnement dans différentes régions et
nous estimons qu’il joue un rdle essentiel dans 1’architecture mondiale du financement en
matic¢re d’environnement.

Nous estimons en outre que I’orientation globale en matiére de programmes et de politiques dans
le cadre du septieme réapprovisionnement du FEM est solide et positive. Pour parvenir a ses fins,
le FEM se doit de miser sur son avantage comparatif, sur son expertise et sur ses partenariats afin
d’éliminer les facteurs de dégradation de 1’environnement ainsi que d’apporter une valeur ajoutée
a I’approche ciblée a I’égard des changements climatiques. Le sixiéme bilan global du FEM
confirme la pertinence de 1’organisation ainsi que sa capacité d’adaptation en fonction de
I’orientation énoncée dans les conventions, et nous nous en réjouissons. Nous avons en outre bon
espoir le FEM sera en mesure de relever les défis relevés dans le bilan. De 1’avis du Canada,
ainsi que nous I’avons fait savoir dans le cadre des négociations entourant le
réapprovisionnement du Fonds, la complexité de la conception de programmes intégrés
représente un défi de premier plan, et une attention particuliére devra y étre accordée compte
tenu de I’importance accrue que revét la programmation intégrée en lien avec le septieme
réapprovisionnement du FEM. Nous sommes également ravis des efforts qui seront déployés
pour accroitre la durabilité des projets a long terme.

Recognizing the significant financing needed to reach the Global Goals, and given the
importance of ensuring the long-term sustainability of the GEF, Canada also welcomes the
continued commitment under GEF-7 to enhance engagement with the private sector. The need to
leverage additional resources remains a key issue. Canada championed the non-grant instrument
pilot during GEF-6 and we look forward to continue programming with these important tools
over the course of GEF-7 to crowd in additional funding and maximize positive environmental
impacts.
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We also welcome the focus on enhancing the GEF’s tracking and reporting of results, which will
ensure that we can evaluate and learn from our efforts, and build on our experience in support of
enhanced global sustainable development. We look forward to seeing a robust tracking and
reporting of results from the focal areas, as well as of meaningful indicators related to climate
change adaptation co-benefits, gender equality and other socioeconomic factors.

In particular, Canada would like to applaud the direction that GEF-7 is taking with regards to
gender equality. Women and girls around the world hold a significant amount of knowledge
regarding environmental resources and are powerful agents for change. Sustainable development
cannot be achieved unless they can participate equally in leadership and decision-making, in
addition to having access to the productive resources and services required to be able to manage
environmental challenges. We look forward to working with the GEF and with other Participants
to further strengthen the organization’s focus on gender equality, making sure it is fully
integrated across its work going forward.

With our new Feminist International Assistance Policy, Canada’s international assistance is
focused on promoting gender equality and empowering women and girls in pursuit of poverty
reduction and sustainable development. We see the GEF as a key partner in delivering on this
priority. Our government is also committed to combatting climate change and is deploying $2.65
billion in funding to support the transition to low-carbon economies that are both sustainable and
more resilient.

| am pleased to announce that Canada is pledging $228.79 million in Canadian dollars to the
seventh replenishment of the GEF. Canada remains the sixth largest donor to the GEF and
steadfast in our dedication to the organization. We greatly appreciate the commitment of other
Participants to the replenishment, and we especially commend the leadership shown by our
colleagues from recipient countries that have made pledges.

Within the GEF-7 four-year timeframe, we anticipate that the global community will be called to
address emerging and evolving challenges, and we need the GEF to be nimble in its response to
them. We are confident that with the package that is being put forward, the GEF will be able to
adapt to these challenges as they arise.

I would like to close by reiterating Canada’s commitment to the Global Environment Facility
over the course of this replenishment and in the future. We look forward to working
collaboratively with all of you to advance the policy and programming priorities we have
developed during negotiations, in pursuit of sustainable development and a more inclusive and
prosperous world.

Thank you.



