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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1. This report has been prepared by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Secretariat for 
submission to the fifteenth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). This is the eighth report prepared by the GEF 
to the COP in accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding between the COP to the 
UNCCD and the GEF Council. This is the sixth time the GEF is reporting since the GEF Instrument 
was amended in 2010 to list the UNCCD among the Conventions for which the GEF serves as a 
financial mechanism.  

2. The report provides information on GEF activities in the GEF Land Degradation Focal 
Area (LDFA), specifically sustainable land management (SLM), for the period of July 2019 to 
December 2021. Activities in other GEF Focal Areas and funding windows related to SLM are 
also presented. The reporting period coincides with the second, third, and part of the fourth 
year of the Seventh GEF Replenishment Phase (GEF-7, from 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2022). The 
report also informs on the cumulative achievements of LDFA programming in GEF-7 to date. 

GEF’s Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic 

3. The Covid-19 pandemic continues to have global impact and has disrupted work in 
significant ways. However, given the GEF-wide response to the pandemic, the GEF believes it is 
on track to minimize and/or mitigate much of the disruption the pandemic has created in the 
GEF business.  More importantly, by focusing even more on rebuilding the health of the 
environment and investing in blue and green recovery activities, the work of the GEF can help 
prevent such crises in the future and contribute to a healthier and more resilient recovery for 
people and the planet. 

GEF’s Response to COP Decisions  

4. During the period covered by this report, substantial progress was made in addressing 
decisions taken at UNCCD COP 14, held in September 2019, on Collaboration with the GEF. All 
decisions have been addressed. Details of the COP decisions and responses and actions taken 
by the GEF Secretariat are presented in Part I of this report. 

Highlights of Land Degradation Portfolio Trends  

Total GEF Programming 

5. A total of 99 projects and programs were approved with funding from the LDFA and 
other related funding windows of the GEF trust fund during the reporting period (see Table 1). 
The total GEF grant for these projects and programs amounts to $715.58 million, which 
leveraged $5,270.69 million in co-financing. These resources were utilized by countries through 
30 stand-alone LDFA projects using $84.95 million, and 69 multi-focal area (MFA) projects and 
programs using $630.63 million of GEF resources.  
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6. In the reporting period of July 2019 to December 2021, the LDFA portfolio continued to 
have a substantial number of projects covering all UNCCD Annexes and a wide range of agro-
ecologies and thematic issues. Of the 99 projects and programs approved during the reporting 
period, 83 national projects are covering 67 countries across all five regional UNCCD Annexes —
Africa, Asia, Latin America and Caribbean, Central and Eastern Europe, and North 
Mediterranean. For these five regions, total GEF grants of $350.25 million were approved 
during the reporting period. In addition, $334.54 million were programmed through twelve 
global projects and programs, including through three addenda to the Food Systems, Land Use, 
and Restoration Impact Program and the Sustainable Cities Impact Program, in which 13 new 
countries joined by using LDFA STAR resources1. A further $30.79 million were programmed 
through four regional projects and programs designed to invest in coordinated actions by 
several countries to address specific thematic issues for SLM. Finally, 102 countries applied for 
UNCCD Enabling Activities to support reporting under the conventions. Further details are 
provided in Part III of the report. 

Table 1: GEF Programming in the Reporting Period (July 2019 to December 2021) 

Project Type Number of 
Projects 

GEF Project 
Financing2 
($ Million) 

Total GEF 
Resources3  
($ Million) 

Co-Financing4 
($ Million) 

LDFA Stand-Alone 30 75.22 84.95 438.61 

Multi-Focal Area 69 571.90 630.63 4,832.08 

Grand Total 99 647.12 715.58 5,270.69 

7. Through this cohort of projects and programs, the GEF continues its support for 
countries in programming resources to combat desertification/land degradation and drought 
and achieve their voluntary land degradation neutrality targets, including in the context of land 
degradation neutrality transformative projects and programs. Specifically, 22 national LDFA 
stand-alone projects focus on LDN implementation, and most MFA projects align themselves 
with the LDN concept.  
 
SLM Synergies through Other GEF Funding Windows 

8. 15 projects that are aligned to the LDFA strategy through addressing LDFA objectives 
were approved during the reporting period by other GEF funding windows, including five 

 
1 GEF’s “global programs” are mainly composed of national projects, which are coordinated through global set-
aside funding in a programmatic approach. However, the project type is defined as “global”. 
2 GEF Project Financing are the resources provided to a GEF project to support its implementation. It does not 
include Project Preparation Grants (PPGs) or Agency Fees. 
3 Total GEF resources include GEF project financing, approved PPGs, and all associated Agency Fees. 
4 Co-Financing means financing that is additional to GEF Project Financing, and that supports the implementation 
of a GEF-financed project or program and the achievement of its objective(s). Please refer to GEF, 2018, Updated 
Co-Financing Policy, Council Document GEF/C.54/10/Rev.01. 

http://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/council-meeting-documents/EN_GEF.C.54.10.Rev_.01_Co-Financing_Policy.pdf
http://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/council-meeting-documents/EN_GEF.C.54.10.Rev_.01_Co-Financing_Policy.pdf
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projects through the Non-Grant Instruments (NGI) program, and ten multi-trust fund projects 
with the Least Developed Country Fund (LDCF). Through those windows, GEF provided $69.73 
million in grants through the LDCF and $57.10 million in non-grant support through the NGI. 
Further details are provided in Part III of the report. 

Overall Achievements in GEF-7 to Date 

9. Of the total $475 million allocated to the LDFA during GEF-7, $445.69 million were 
programmed from July 1, 2018 to December 31, 2021. This represents a LDFA utilization 
percentage of 94 percent of the resource envelope as of December 2021, with six months 
remaining in the GEF-7 replenishment cycle. An additional amount of $810.99 million of GEF 
resources was programmed in conjunction with LDFA resources in MFA projects and programs. 
In total, $1,256.86 million of GEF trust fund resources were thus made available for UNCCD 
implementation in GEF-7. This amount million leveraged $9,239.44 million in co-financing, 
representing a co-financing ratio of 1 to 7.36 across the LDFA portfolio. 

10. In GEF-7, through the System for Transparent Allocation of Resources (STAR), $354.00 
million was directly allocated to 144 countries for land degradation. The utilization to date is 
$364.65 million, which at 103 percent has already exceeded the original GEF-7 allocation. The 
overutilization of STAR is due to several countries making use of their flexibility and/or marginal 
adjustments between the three focal areas Biodiversity, Climate Change, and Land Degradation 
in line with GEF policies and regulations. 

11. Of the $121.00 million of resources set-aside from LD STAR, $63.29 million were 
programmed under the Food Systems, Land Use and Restoration (FOLUR) Impact Program, the 
Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) Impact Program, and the Sustainable Cities Impact 
Program. In addition, $11.19 million were programmed through seven global and regional 
projects, and $6.56 million through three Enabling Activities.  

12. Of the total $23.00 million set aside specifically for Enabling Activities, so far $6.56 
million have been utilized. However, it is expected that the available funding will be fully 
programmed by the end of the GEF-7 cycle. One additional global LDN support project has been 
submitted and 102 countries have submitted a letter of endorsement from the GEF Operational 
Focal Point requesting support for Enabling Activities as of December 2021. Details on the 
overall progress of GEF-7 programming can be found in Part IV of the report. 

Portfolio Monitoring and Evaluation 

13. The Independent Evaluation Office (IEO) of the GEF evaluated the LDFA as part of their 
overall performance study of the GEF-7 replenishment cycle (OPS7).5 The study confirms the 
LDFA’s relevance towards the UNCCD agenda, as well as its performance and effectiveness. 

 
5 GEF IEO, 2021, Working Toward a Greener Global Recovery - Final Report of OPS7. Council Document 
GEF/E/C.61/Inf.01. 

https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/working-toward-greener-global-recovery-final-report-ops7
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Further, the GEF’s Annual Portfolio Monitoring (AMR) Report for 20216 found that the share of 
projects in the satisfactory range for the LDFA project portfolio under implementation was 
comparable to other GEF focal areas. Of the 64 LDFA stand-alone projects currently under 
implementation, 83 percent were rated moderately satisfactory or higher regarding 
implementation progress. In terms of achieving their respective development objectives, 86 
percent of the projects are achieving ratings of moderately satisfactory or higher. The AMR 
Report also mentions that despite COVID-19 related implementation challenges, “GEF-financed 
projects and programs continue to perform well on their path to deliver global environmental 
benefits.” 

14. The GEF core indicators and sub-indicators relevant for the LDFA include the targets set 
in approved projects and programs in GEF-7. The expected results of all GEF-7 projects and 
programs that are contributing to LDFA related indicators show that the target for “area of land 
restored” has already been met and exceeded, with 8.0 million ha or 133 percent. At the same 
time, the core indicator “area of landscapes under improved practices” is expected to achieve 
52 percent of the target so far. The sub-indicator for “sustainable land management in 
production systems” contributes substantially with 81.6 million ha to this core indicator, and 
the sub-indicator for improved management for biodiversity contributes 84.1 million ha. While 
these are impressive targets, they are lower than expected, mainly due to the prioritization of 
restoration activities in the GEF-7 portfolio, which are more costly than SLM interventions. 
Further, the expected results in terms of carbon benefits represent 96 percent of the corporate 
target set for GEF-7. With regard to project beneficiaries, 74.2 million people, including 36.1 
million women and 38.1 million men, are expected to directly benefit from LDFA projects and 
programs. Further details are provided in Part V of the report. 

New and Emerging Issues 

15. The implementation of the LDFA portfolio generated valuable lessons learned on new 
and emerging issues in the affected regions, such as drought mitigation, private sector 
engagement, and gender. The main lessons learned from the project cohort is that: (1) Within 
GEF’s mandate, the implementation of relevant aspects of national drought plans can be 
supported through  its inclusion in land use planning and drought-smart land management, and 
should be coordinated with initiatives of other donors supporting climate change adaptation, 
including the LDCF; (2) private sector engagement leverages funding and expertise and 
supports the transformation of key economic systems in food and agriculture, cities, transport, 
and materials production through integrated approaches for the delivery of global 
environmental benefits; and (3) improving the conditions of women through access to 
resources, services, and opportunities and empowering women to take decisions and be better 
represented in various decision-making bodies increases the effectiveness and sustainability of 
LDFA investments. Further details are provided in Part VI of the report.  

 
6 GEF, 2021, Annual Portfolio Monitoring Report. Council Document GEF/C.61/03. 
 

https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/gef-monitoring-report-2021
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16. The lessons learned help inform directions for the GEF focal area strategy in the 
upcoming GEF-8 replenishment phase,7 which will be implemented from July 2022 to June 
2026. 

Conclusions 

17. Activities and progress during the reporting period attest to the continued importance 
and relevance with respect to GEF’s role as financial mechanism of the UNCCD. The GEF-7 
strategy has been fully aligned to support implementation of UNCCD’s LDN concept through a 
mix of investments, achieved effective integration within the Impact Programs for generation of 
multiple benefits, and successfully harnessed private capital and expertise to finance 
investments in sustainable land management, in particular in co-operation with the LDN fund8 
and other innovative financing mechanisms.  

 
7 The GEF-8 replenishment negotiations are currently ongoing and will be concluded in June 2022. All information 
and related documents are posted on the GEF website: https://www.thegef.org/who-we-are/funding/gef-8-
replenishment  
8 https://www.unccd.int/actions/impact-investment-fund-land-degradation-neutrality 

https://www.thegef.org/who-we-are/funding/gef-8-replenishment
https://www.thegef.org/who-we-are/funding/gef-8-replenishment
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INTRODUCTION 

Purpose of the Report 

1. This report has been prepared by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Secretariat for 
submission to the fifteenth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). This is the eighth report prepared by the GEF 
to the COP in accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding between the COP to the 
UNCCD and the GEF Council. This is the sixth time the GEF is reporting since the GEF Instrument 
was amended in 2010 to list the UNCCD among the Conventions for which the GEF serves as a 
financial mechanism. 

2. The Land Degradation Focal Area (LDFA) is the GEF window for investing in projects and 
programs to combat land degradation, and directly supports the implementation of the UNCCD 
as a financial mechanism of the convention. The report presents details of the COP decisions 
and progress with responses and actions taken by the GEF Secretariat in Part I. 

3. In Part II, the report presents an analysis of the GEF project and program portfolio for 
the LDFA, including stand-alone and multi-focal area (MFA) projects, covering the period from 
July 2019 to December 2021. The reporting period coincides with the second, third, and part of 
the fourth year of the Seventh GEF Replenishment Phase (GEF-7, from 1 July 2018 to 30 June 
2022). Details of programming trends are presented for focal area objectives and the five 
regional UNCCD Annexes.  

4. In Part III, the report provides an overview of LDFA relevant programming of resources 
provided by other GEF trust fund windows supporting sustainable land management (SLM), 
including funding for the Small Grants Program (SGP), the Non-Grant Instruments (NGI) 
program, and the LDCF.  

5. In Part IV, the report provides an update on the overall programming of resources in 
GEF-7, including utilization of the System for Transparent Allocation of Resources (STAR), LDFA 
set-asides, and financing for Enabling Activities under the UNCCD.  

6. In Part V, a synthesis of the focal area portfolio monitoring and assessment and progress 
towards targets and implementation results in GEF-7 is presented. 

7. Finally, part VI distills lessons learned from portfolio implementation in the context of 
new and emerging issues of drought mitigation, private sector engagement and gender. 

Goals and Objectives of the Land Degradation Focal Area in GEF-7 

8. The seventh replenishment cycle of the GEF (GEF-7) began on July 1, 2018. As a part of 
the Summary of Negotiations of the Seventh Replenishment of the GEF Trust Fund, the GEF-7 
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programming directions including the allocations of resources set forth therein were endorsed 
by the GEF Council during its 54th meeting held in Da Nang, Viet Nam, in June 2018.1 

9. The goal of the GEF LDFA remains to contribute to arresting and reversing current global 
trends in land degradation, specifically desertification and deforestation. This is accomplished 
by investing in projects that promote and support good practices conducive to SLM, and which 
can generate global environmental benefits (GEBs) while supporting social and economic 
development at the local and national level. 

10. The LDFA strategy in GEF-7 has three overarching purposes: i) aligning GEF support to 
promote UNCCD’s Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) concept through an appropriate mix of 
investments; ii) seeking effective integration within the GEF-7 Impact Programs for generation 
of multiple benefits; and iii) harnessing private capital and expertise to finance investments in 
SLM, in particular in cooperation with the Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) Fund and other 
innovative financing mechanisms.2, 3  

11. GEF investments seek to address the drivers of land degradation, based on robust 
assessment of experience and existing knowledge gained through ongoing implementation of 
LDFA-related projects and programs. The GEF emphasizes innovative and integrated 
approaches to SLM that can be scaled up to maximize global benefits for the environment and 
similarly address the issues of biodiversity, climate change, and local livelihoods.  

12. GEF continues to apply a comprehensive landscape approach to address the broad 
multi-faceted nature of land degradation across the range of agro-ecological and climatic zones. 
The LDN concept informs project design, the conceptual framework to establish baselines, 
targets, indicators, and the metrics for monitoring and evaluation of GEF interventions.  

13. The LDFA investments focus on production landscapes where agricultural and rangeland 
management practices underpin the livelihoods of poor rural farmers and pastoralists. A 
specific emphasis in GEF-7 is placed on sustainable management of drylands in semi-arid and 
sub-humid zones addressing, among other issues, drought-prone ecosystems and populations. 

14. GEF-7 LDFA relevant corporate targets are: i) 320 million ha of landscapes under 
improved practices; ii) 6 million ha of area of land restored; and iii) 1,500 million metric tons of 
Green House Gas (GHG) emissions mitigated. All GEF focal areas and Impact Programs may 
contribute to the achievement of these targets. Furthermore, the number of beneficiaries in all 
GEF projects and programs is monitored, disaggregated by gender.  
 

 
1 GEF, 2018, Summary of Negotiations of the Seventh Replenishment of the GEF Trust Fund. Council Document 
GEF/C.54/19/Rev.03.  
2 https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/Focal_area_GEF-
7_Programming_Directions_Land_Degradation.pdf  
3 https://www.unccd.int/actions/impact-investment-fund-land-degradation-neutrality 

https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/council-meeting-documents/EN_GEF.C.54.19.Rev_.03_Replenishment.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/Focal_area_GEF-7_Programming_Directions_Land_Degradation.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/Focal_area_GEF-7_Programming_Directions_Land_Degradation.pdf
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GEF’S RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC  

15. The world is going through an immense crisis. The COVID-19 pandemic has severely 
hampered most economic and social activities in all countries and continues to cause human 
suffering and hardship.   

16. Scientific evidence makes it clearer than ever that the fundamental solution to the 
COVID-19 crisis and prevention of similar crises in the future need to include transformational 
change in the way natural and human systems interact, with a view to restore balance and 
ensure health of and on the planet. The GEF has already been pursuing the goal of system 
change throughout GEF-7 to help continued human prosperity and protect the environment.  
The GEF’s strategy of focusing on the need to protect and restore the integrity of ecosystems as 
a central requirement for sustainable economic development has been reinforced by the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

17. As governments have striven to find the best ways to cope with the pandemic’s massive 
impact on the societies, the GEF has worked to ensure that its work and partnerships are not 
critically disrupted, and to adapt to the rapidly changing situation, by integrating responses to 
the COVID-19 pandemic into its business processes. 

18. Since early 2020, the GEF has been investigating how the effects of the pandemic, 
including risks, impacts and opportunities, can be properly integrated into its business. The 
GEF’s response to the pandemic has been varied and comprehensive: 

(a) The GEF Secretariat has called on the expertise of the COVID-19 Response Task Force to 
provide overall guidance for, and assess risks to, its entire investment portfolio. This 
Task Force met every two weeks during 2020 to examine how the COVID-19 pandemic 
was affecting key priority programs and focal area investments and what the GEF 
partnership can do about it. The work of the Task Force resulted in the preparation of a 
white paper that was presented to the 59th GEF Council meeting.   

(b) The GEF Secretariat initiated in-depth surveys and held intensive dialogues with the 
Agencies to identify project and program risks and identify disruptions in their business 
practices that could slow or halt project preparation and implementation. As these 
assessments were completed, it became clearer what types of projects might have been 
at a higher operational risk, including across different geographic areas and contexts. 
Initial information pointed out the problems for projects that involve extensive 
stakeholder consultation, particularly those with strong participation of indigenous 
peoples and communities. The Agencies’ risk assessment tools and fiduciary risk 
assessment processes constitute key tools for analyzing and developing an appropriate 
set of mitigation measures that are appropriate to the context of the project. In 
response to some of these findings, the GEF granted two extensions of project 
submission deadlines to allow for more flexibility in project preparation and avoid 
unnecessary cancellations, as Agencies and their counterparts moved to work online. 
This increased flexibility has ensured that no project is cancelled for not meeting the 
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project preparation deadlines set forth by the GEF Cancellation Policy because of the 
pandemic.  

(c) The GEF Secretariat developed a guidance framework that has helped project 
proponents better incorporate pandemic-related considerations into project design and 
preparation and manage risks and opportunities. An interactive discussion was held with 
the Agencies to share the GEF’s COVID-19 pandemic response guidance well before the 
project submission deadline for the December 2020 Work Program. The guidance was 
well received, and it has been compatible with similar frameworks adopted by the 
Agencies. This could be considered a best practice for the future across the entire GEF 
Partnership.  

(d) Project managers at the GEF Secretariat reviewed projects taking into account the 
guidance on the COVID-19 pandemic response, ensuring that all projects and programs 
submitted to the Council have considered the risks and opportunities relating to the 
pandemic that may be reflected in the project outcomes. The results of the detailed 
review of projects in light of the COVID-19 pandemic response can be found in the 
individual reports of each project included in the cover notes of the Work Program for 
the GEF Trust Fund presented to the Council. 

19. The GEF has worked with countries and Agencies to ensure that the support for land 
degradation priorities continues to be provided, with the approval of projects and programs as 
presented in Part II of this report, which covers the period from July 2019 to December 2021. 

20. The GEF has initiated the GEF-8 replenishment process in early 2021, which is expected 
to be completed by the spring of 2022. The GEF’s contribution to a green and blue  
post-COVID-19 recovery is expected to be articulated in the GEF-8 Strategy and Programming 
Directions documents. 

21. The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted work in significant ways. However, given the 
GEF-wide response to the pandemic described above, the GEF believes to be on track to 
minimize and/or mitigate much of the disruption the pandemic has created in the GEF business.  
More importantly, by focusing even more on rebuilding the health of the environment and 
investing in blue and green recovery activities, the work of the GEF can help prevent such crises 
in the future and contribute to a healthier and more resilient recovery for people and the 
planet.
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PART I: GEF’S RESPONSE TO COP DECISIONS  

22. During the reporting period, substantial progress was made in responding to decisions 
taken at UNCCD COP 14, held in New Delhi, India in September 2019, on Collaboration with the 
GEF.12  Details of the decisions and progress with responses and actions taken by the GEF 
Secretariat are presented in Table 2.  

Table 2: GEF’s Response to UNCCD COP 14 Decisions of Relevance to the GEF  

UNCCD COP 14 Decision GEF’s Response 

Welcomes the signature and the entry into effect 
of the new memorandum of understanding 
concluded with the Global Environment Facility 
Council; 

Noted with appreciation of recognition. 

Also welcomes the seventh replenishment of the 
Global Environment Facility and acknowledges 
the increase in the focal area allocation, focus on 
land-based actions through Impact Programs, 
and opportunities to enhance synergies; 

Noted with appreciation of recognition. 

 

 

Invites the Global Environment Facility to 
continue its support for countries in 
programming Global Environment Facility Land 
Degradation Focal Area resources to combat 
desertification/land degradation and drought 
and achieve their voluntary land degradation 
neutrality targets, including in the context of land 
degradation neutrality transformative projects 
and programmes; 

The GEF-7 Land Degradation (LD) programming 
strategy continues to support the UNCCD agenda 
and is fully aligned with the land degradation 
neutrality (LDN) concept to support countries to 
achieve their voluntary land degradation 
neutrality targets. GEF Secretariat has also 
encouraged project proponents to use the 
“Checklist for Land Degradation Neutrality 
Transformative Projects and Programmes” for 
GEF-7 project design.  

Requests the Global Mechanism to continue its 
collaboration with the Global Environment 
Facility; 

The GEF continues to collaborate with the Global 
Mechanism in the context of GEF-7 through 
various means and activities. 

Invites the Global Environment Facility to 
continue supporting Parties to meet their 
reporting obligations under the Convention and 
encourages the Global Environment Facility to 
provide adequate financial resources in a timely 
manner; 

Reporting, voluntary target setting for land 
degradation neutrality and capacity-building for 
implementation is being supported in the context 
of GEF-7 UNCCD enabling activities. Global 
support projects have been approved and are 
being implemented. GEF Secretariat also 
informed parties during CRIC 19 on the 
availability of funding for national Enabling 

 
12 https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-11/9-cop14.pdf 
 

https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-11/9-cop14.pdf
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UNCCD COP 14 Decision GEF’s Response 

Activities and procedures to access the funding. 
Further, the GEF Secretariat coordinated efforts 
with the UNCCD Secretariat, the GM, and UNEP 
informing UNCCD national focal points on the 
procedures to access GEF funding, including 
through regional annex meetings and workshops 
organized by the UNCCD Secretariat. As of today, 
102 countries have requested funding through 
submitting their GEF OFP endorsement letters. 

Invites the Global Environment Facility, within its 
mandate, to support the implementation of 
relevant aspects of the national drought plans 
and other drought-related activities within the 
scope of the Convention; 

In the context of the GEF-7 programming 
directions, and within its mandate, the GEF 
provides countries with options to financing 
relevant aspects of the national drought plans 
and other drought mitigation activities through 
the LD focal area funding window as well as 
other funding windows, including multi-trust 
fund projects with the LDCF. An approved 
Enabling Activities project facilitates parties’ 
active participation in the Intergovernmental 
Working Group (IWG) on drought. 

Encourages the Global Environment Facility to 
continue and further enhance the means to 
harness opportunities for leveraging synergies 
among the Rio conventions and other relevant 
environmental agreements, as well as the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development; 

Within the context of the GEF-7, the GEF 
continues to make efforts to facilitate means to 
harness opportunities to leverage synergy among 
the Conventions it serves, and the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development.  

Invites the Global Environment Facility to report 
on the implementation of this decision as part of 
its next report to the Conference of the Parties at 
its fifteenth session. 

Please refer to this report.  
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PART II: STATUS OF GEF LAND DEGRADATION FOCAL AREA PORTFOLIO  

Programming in the Reporting Period  

23. During the reporting period, a total of 99 projects were approved with funding from the 
LDFA and other related funding windows of the GEF trust fund. The total GEF resources 
invested in these projects amount to $715.58 million (see Table 3).  

24. These resources were utilized either as stand-alone LDFA projects or through multi-focal 
area (MFA) projects that combine LDFA resources with resources from GEF’s other focal areas 
of Biodiversity, Climate Change, and International Waters as well as with additional incentives 
provided through the GEF-7 Impact Programs. 

Table 3: GEF Programming in the Reporting Period (July 2019 – December 2021) 

Time 
Period 

Project Type Number of 
Projects 

GEF Project 
Financing13  
($ Million) 

Total GEF 
Resources14 
($ Million) 

Co-financing15 
($ Million) 

FY20 Stand-Alone 11 32.92 37.23 188.33 

Multi-Focal Area 38 395.37   435.97 4,024.41 

Subtotal FY20 49 428.29 473.20 4,212.74 

FY21 Stand-Alone 13 29.22 32.85 176.95 

Multi-Focal Area 24 147.51 161.85 613.15 

Subtotal FY21 37 176.73 194.70 790.10 

FY22 (until 
Dec 2021) 

Stand-Alone 6 13.09 14.88 73.33 

Multi-Focal Area 7 29.01 32.80 194.52 

Subtotal FY22 13 42.10 47.68 267.85 

Entire 
reporting 
period  

Stand-Alone 30 75.22 84.95 438.61 

Multi-Focal Area 69 571.90 630.63 4,832.08 

Grand Total 99 647.12 715.58 5,270.69 

 

25. As shown in Table 3, over the entire reporting period, the resources were utilized by 
countries through 30 stand-alone LDFA projects using $75.22 million and 69 MFA projects using 

 
13 GEF Project Financing are the resources provided to a GEF project to support its implementation. It does not 
include PPGs or Agency Fees. 
14 Total GEF resources are the total amount of funding provided to GEF projects or programs including project 
financing, PPGs, and associated Agency Fees. 
15 Co-Financing means financing that is additional to GEF Project Financing, and that supports the implementation 
of a GEF-financed project or program and the achievement of its objective(s). Please refer to GEF, 2018, Updated 
Co-Financing Policy, Council Document GEF/C.54/10/Rev.01. 

http://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/council-meeting-documents/EN_GEF.C.54.10.Rev_.01_Co-Financing_Policy.pdf
http://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/council-meeting-documents/EN_GEF.C.54.10.Rev_.01_Co-Financing_Policy.pdf
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$571.90 million of GEF resources. 30 percent of the projects are LDFA stand-alone projects and 
70 percent are MFA projects. It should be noted that FY20 and FY21 represent the second and 
third year of the GEF-7 replenishment, which are historically the strongest programming 
periods where most of the available resources are utilized.16  

26. 88 percent of the LDFA financing is utilized in MFA projects and programs. The average 
GEF project financing amount is $2.51 million for LDFA stand-alone projects and $8.29 million 
for MFA projects. Thus, the MFA approach enables countries to address multiple global 
environmental concerns on a larger scale compared to stand-alone projects. 

27. The LDFA portfolio of 99 projects and programs for the reporting period includes four 
programs, 74 full-sized projects, 18 medium-sized projects, and three Enabling Activities.  

28. A total GEF project financing of $647.12 million leveraged $5,270.69 million co-
financing, with a co-financing ratio of 1 to 8.14 for the reporting period. This is slightly higher 
than the aspiration set for an overall co-financing ratio of 1 to 7 for the entire GEF-7 portfolio.  

29. Of the total GEF resources, $228.54 million in project financing was allocated from the 
LDFA. The portfolio includes 30 stand-alone projects utilizing $75.23 million of LDFA project 
financing and 69 multi-focal area projects and programs using $153.31 million of LDFA project 
financing. The MFA projects and programs provide an additional amount of $418.58 million of 
financing from other focal areas, which means that every dollar of LDFA resources programmed 
through MFA projects leveraged $2.73 from other GEF focal areas and incentives to address 
multiple objectives.  

Programming by Focal Area Objectives in GEF-7 

30. The LDFA strategy for GEF-7 (2018–2022) includes two main objectives and six sub-
objectives: 
 
Objective 1: Support on the ground implementation of SLM to achieve LDN 

1) LD-1-1: Agriculture and Rangeland Systems: Maintain or improve flow of agro-
ecosystem services to sustain food production and livelihoods through SLM;  

2) LD-1-2: Forest Landscapes: Maintain or improve flow of ecosystem services, 
including sustaining livelihoods of forest dependent people through sustainable 
forest management;  

3) LD-1-3: Restored Landscapes: Maintain or improve flow of ecosystem services, 
including sustaining livelihoods of local people through forest and landscape 
restoration; 

 
16 Programming in FY22 is included until December 2021, however, only a few resources are remaining in GEF-7, 
which will be reported through an addendum to this report as soon as the figures become available. 
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4) LD-1-4: Integrated Landscapes: Reduce pressures on natural resources from 
competing land uses and increase resilience in the wider landscape. 

Objective 2: Creating an enabling environment to support voluntary LDN target implementation 

5) LD-2-5: Create enabling environments to support scaling up and mainstreaming 
of SLM and LDN; and  

6) LD-EA: UNCCD Enabling Activities: Support countries in reporting to UNCCD and 
enabling voluntary LDN target setting and monitoring, and related capacity 
building. 

31. In the reporting period, a total of $228.54 million of project financing were directed 
towards these six GEF-7 LDFA sub-objectives.  

Figure 1a: Programming of LDFA resources by GEF-7 Focal Area Objectives  
(July 2019 - December 2021) 

 

 

32. Figure 1a shows that Objective LD-1-1 has the highest amount programmed, with 
$88.09 million in project financing, programmed through 57 projects, followed by LD-1-4 with 
$44.08 million programmed through 38 projects, LD-2-5 with $39.76 million programmed 
through 47 projects, LD-1-3 with $37.52 programmed through 26 projects, LD-1-2 with $13.08 
million programmed through 13 projects, and LD-EA with $6.00 million programmed through 3 
projects. Most projects address more than one LD objective, especially in larger size projects 
addressing LDFA objectives through landscape approaches. The programming amounts exclude 
Agency Fees and PPGs, as those cannot be assigned to the specific focal area objectives. 
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Figure 1b: Share of LDFA resources by GEF-7 Focal Area Objectives  
(July 2019 - December 2021) 

 

 

33. The data in Figure 1b indicate that SLM interventions continue to be at the core of the 
LDFA stand-alone and MFA projects with 39 percent of the resources being utilized for this 
objective. Sustainable forest management, landscape restoration, and integrated natural 
resource management were addressed with in total 41 percent of the resources. The remaining 
20 percent of resources were utilized for improving the enabling and regulatory framework.  

Multi-focal Area Programming  

34. Table 4 shows the detailed contribution of different focal areas and impact programs to 
MFA projects and programs. As mentioned above, the LDFA portfolio includes 69 MFA projects 
and programs approved during the reporting period with a total amount of $571.90 million in 
project financing. $153.31 million of LDFA resources were programmed through these MFA 
projects. This investment was linked to $418.58 million of GEF project financing mobilized from 
other focal areas and impact programs. The amount of $418.58 million that was programmed in 
conjunction with LDFA resources includes two GEF-7 Impact Programs ($225.33 million)17, and 
the focal areas for Biodiversity ($162.08 million), Climate Change ($15.10 million), and 
International Waters ($16.08 million).  

 

 
17 This figure includes the total project financing amounts of three FOLUR addenda and the Sustainable Cities 
Impact Program, except the LDFA STAR amounts, which are included in the figure for the LDFA programming.  
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Table 4: Multi-focal Area (MFA) Programming in the Reporting Period 

Time Period Focal Area / Impact Programs MFA 
Programming  

($ Million) 

Percentage of 
MFA 

programming 
on total  

July 2019 – 
December 2021  

Land Degradation 153.31 27% 
Biodiversity 162.08 28% 
Climate Change  15.10 3% 
International Waters 16.08 3% 
GEF-7 Impact Programs 225.33 39% 
- Food Systems, Land Use, and Restoration (FOLUR) 
 
 
 

84.78 15% 
- Sustainable Cities 140.55 24% 

 Grand Total  571.90 100% 

 

35. The linkages with other focal areas are primarily based on potential for achieving 
synergies through sustainable land management and integrated landscape management, 
including in forest landscapes. This is consistent with the increasingly integrated approach to 
programming focal area resources to enhance multiple GEBs, including increased landscape 
connectivity and providing livelihood alternatives through SLM in buffer zones of protected 
areas (Biodiversity Focal Area), carbon sequestration and reduction of land-based emissions of 
GHGs (Climate Change Mitigation Focal Area), and community-based watershed management 
in transboundary water systems (International Waters Focal Area).  

36. The GEF-7 Impact Programs pool GEF resources from the Biodiversity, Land 
Degradation, and Climate Change Focal Areas and are contributing to their objectives in a more 
integrated manner and at more impactful scales. The Impact Programs listed in Table 4 above 
address GEF-7 LDFA objectives and cover two important systems for advancing 
transformational change with multiple global environmental benefits: Food Systems, Land use, 
and Restoration (FOLUR) as well as Sustainable Cities. A more detailed description of the 
programs can be found in Annex 3. 

37. The FOLUR impact program is fully in line with LDFA objectives, the MFA amount of 
$84.78 million reported here is programmed in conjunction with the LDFA STAR allocation used 
by the participating countries in this program. The amount represents 15 percent of the total 
MFA amount and includes three addenda to the core program18, covering the following 
countries: Guinea, Nicaragua, Kenya, Uzbekistan, Brazil, India, Nigeria, Paraguay, Uganda, and 
Madagascar. All those countries are utilizing LDFA STAR resources of in total $19.22 million 
within the program, except Madagascar. All child projects under the program benefit from 
incentive funding from resources set-aside from the LD STAR allocation. 

 
18 The FOLUR core program amount was included in the previous COP14 report. 
 



 

12 
 

38. The Sustainable Cities Impact Program contributes $140.55 million to the MFA amount 
in Table 4, which is 24 percent of the total MFA amount. Under this program, four countries: 
Argentina, Morocco, Rwanda, and Sierra Leone are utilizing LD STAR resources of in total $6.19 
million to address LDFA objectives in urban and peri-urban areas. The global component of the 
program includes set-aside funding of the LDFA and therefore contributes indirectly to the LDFA 
agenda as described in the GEF-7 programming directions. 

Programming of Enabling Activities 

39. Enabling activities represent an essential component of GEF support to the UNCCD to 
help countries in implementing the UNCCD strategy. In GEF-7, the LDFA strategy employs a 
strategic approach towards enabling activity support with a view to mainstreaming SDGs and 
enabling cross-sectoral coordination in countries in addition to the reporting obligations. The 
projects funded under the enabling activity modality have therefore an emphasis on 
institutional capacity building and processes for cross-sectoral integration. In addition, as has 
been the case since GEF-5, the GEF has provided continuous support to upgrade the reporting 
system with now a fourth version of the UNCCD Performance Review and Implementation 
System (PRAIS 4). PRAIS 4 improves access to reporting data for country parties, centralizes all 
reporting data in one place, and offers geospatial data features for the first time. All content on 
PRAIS has been made available in all six United Nations languages. PRAIS 4 is also fully 
compatible with Trends.Earth19 and gives countries control in producing their own estimates 
based on country data and assumptions.  

40. In GEF-7, an amount of $23.00 million was set aside to support Enabling Activities under 
the UNCCD. In the reporting period, $6.56 million were utilized for three global projects, which 
are described in further detail below. Another global project has been submitted to support 
LDN implementation frameworks. Furthermore, 102 countries have submitted letters of 
endorsement through their GEF Operational Focal Point requesting support for the 2022 
UNCCD reporting process. Each country has access to $100,000 in GEF grants20 provided 
through an umbrella project managed by UNEP as the GEF implementing agency. It is therefore 
expected that the remaining set-aside resources will be fully programmed until the end of the 
GEF-7 cycle.  

41. The project “Strengthening Land Degradation Neutrality data and decision-making 
through free and open access platforms” (GEF ID 10230) supports the 2022 UNCCD reporting 
process and reporting to SDG 15.3 in the form of technology development and capacity 
building, enhancements of the Trends.Earth platform with additional data sources for 
supporting the assessments of strategic objectives 2 and 3 in relation to human vulnerability 
and drought, and integration of datasets on land management and their impacts on LDN 
indicators. 

 
19 https://trends.earth/docs/en/ 
20 The amount includes $8,676 of GEF agency fees. 
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42. The Global Support Programme (GSP) III “Strengthening Capacities of Country Parties for 
UNCCD Monitoring and Reporting” (GEF ID 10806) enhances technical and institutional capacity 
for land degradation monitoring and reporting in the context of the UNCCD Strategic 
Framework 2018-2030 and SDG 15.3. Consistent with COP decisions, the GSP III facilitates 
reporting against agreed indicators through updated and improved tools, enhance capacities of 
country parties for reporting against UNCCD indicators, and enables Parties to monitor and 
develop integrated approaches to address Desertification, Land Degradation, and Drought 
(DLDD). The GSP III will be complemented by the umbrella project to support national reporting 
in 2022 and is designed to enhance national level institutional and technical capacities for the 
reporting process. The project has also contributed to upgrading the PRAIS 4 platform to ensure 
that a higher level of accurate assessment and analysis of land degradation trends at national 
and regional levels is achieved and that policy makers can make informed land management 
decisions. 

43. The project “Enabling Activities for Implementing UNCCD COP Drought Decisions” (GEF 
ID 10671) enables the UNCCD parties to implement relevant decisions on drought related to 
national drought plans, facilitates parties’ participation in the Intergovernmental Working 
Group (IWG) on drought, and the implementation of the Drought Initiative. This project directly 
responds to the decision 9/COP.14 “inviting the GEF, within its mandate, to support the 
implementation of relevant aspects of the national drought plans and other drought-related 
activities within the scope of the Convention”. The COP further decided to establish an 
Intergovernmental Working Group (IWG) on effective policy and implementation for addressing 
drought under the UNCCD (23/COP.14). 

44. As mentioned above, a global project “Integrating LDN into land use planning 
frameworks to strengthen national UNCCD enabling environments” (GEF ID 10909) has been 
recently submitted and is under consideration for funding as of December 31, 2021. The 
objective of the project is to strengthen LDN governance and land use planning in a gender 
sensitive manner in line with UNCCD COP decisions. The project will analyze how the LDN 
concept can be better integrated into existing land use planning processes to facilitate 
consideration of the impacts of land use and land management decisions on natural capital and 
the implications for achieving neutrality. It will work with relevant platforms such as 
Trends.Earth to facilitate a better understanding of land degradation processes and provide 
effective planning tools for practitioners and planners. The project will also support developing 
the scientific guidance of the Science Policy Interface (SPI) into project and operational level 
guidance. 
 

Geographical Trends 

45. The LDFA portfolio is represented by 83 national projects in 67 countries across all five 
UNCCD Annexes—Africa, Asia, Latin America and Caribbean, Central and Eastern Europe, and 
North Mediterranean as well as 12 global and four regional projects (see Table 5). For the five 
UNCCD regions, total GEF resources programmed amount to $350.25 million. The remaining 
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$365.33 million were programmed through 12 global programs and projects and four regional 
projects designed to invest in coordinated actions to address specific thematic issues for SLM. 
The global programs include the FOLUR and the Sustainable Cities Impact program, which make 
up the largest share of this investment. 

Table 5: Number of Projects and GEF Resources by UNCCD Annexes in the Reporting Period 

Region No. of 
Projects 

GEF Project 
Financing  
($ Million) 

Total GEF 
Resources  
($ million) 

 

Co-financing  
($ million)  

Africa 26 103.09  115.88  916.03 

Asia 30 116.32 131.25 715.78  

Latin America and Caribbean 11 52.45 58.93 340.67  

North Mediterranean 3 6.50 7.37 37.87 

Central and Eastern Europe 13 32.52  36.82  286.60  

Global projects 12 308.64  334.54  2,829.33 

Regional projects 4 27.60 30.79 144.41 

Total 99 647.12 715.58  5,270.69  

 

Africa Region 

46. For the period covered by this report, the Africa region has a strong portfolio with in 
total $115.88 million of GEF resources programmed through 26 national projects in 23 
countries: Zambia, Mali, Egypt, Kenya, Algeria, Niger, Tanzania, South-Sudan, Gambia, Guinea-
Bissau, Tunisia, Mauritania, Togo, Madagascar, Guinea, Benin, Lesotho, Cameroon, Somalia, 
Eritrea, Eswatini, Senegal, and Cabo Verde. For details, please refer to Annex 1. 

47. In addition, the Africa region benefits significantly from the three addenda of the FOLUR 
Impact Program and from the Sustainable Cities Impact Program, with a significant part of the 
GEF investment going towards Guinea, Kenya, Madagascar Nigeria, Uganda, Rwanda, and Sierra 
Leone. 

Asia Region 

48. With 30 projects and a total GEF investment of $131.25 million, Asia has a large 
portfolio for the reporting period, including projects in 25 countries: Nepal, Nauru, Vanuatu, 
Papua New Guinea, Yemen, Viet Nam, Sri Lanka, China, Philippines, Jordan, Tuvalu, Indonesia, 
Lao PDR, Tajikistan, Myanmar, Solomon Islands, Pakistan, Kyrgyz Republic, Iraq, Bangladesh, 
Niue, Timor Leste, India, Marshall Islands, and Micronesia. For details, please refer to Annex 1. 
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49. Most of the projects in Asia address LDN implementation and include sustainable land 
management and restoration components. The Asia portfolio also includes 9 projects in small 
island development States (SIDS).  

Latin America and Caribbean Region 

50. The Latin America and Caribbean (LAC) region is represented with 11 projects this 
reporting period, accounting for a total GEF investment of $58.93 million in eight countries: El 
Salvador, Bolivia, Mexico, Peru, Panama, Chile, Bahamas, and Venezuela. For details, please 
refer to Annex 1. 

51. The portfolio consists mostly of MFA projects leveraging resources from the Biodiversity 
Focal Area to enhance integrated management of landscapes at scale. The LAC region also 
benefits from the three addenda of the FOLUR Impact Program and also the Sustainable Cities 
Impact Program, with a significant part of the GEF investment going towards Brazil, Nicaragua, 
Paraguay, Argentina, and Costa Rica. 

North Mediterranean Region 

52. Among the twelve countries included in this UNCCD Annex, only two, Albania and 
Turkey, are GEF eligible. In this reporting period, Turkey is supported with three national 
projects investing $7.37 million in agro-ecology, sustainable forest management, and integrated 
watershed management. For details, please refer to Annex 1. 

Europe and Central Asia Region 

53. The portfolio in the Europe and Central Asia Region consists of 13 projects with a total 
of $36.82 million of GEF resources programmed in 10 countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, Moldova, North-Macedonia, Serbia, Turkmenistan, and 
Uzbekistan. Most projects support the implementation of voluntary LDN targets in these 
countries. For details, please refer to Annex 1.  

Regional and Global Programming 

54. During the reporting period, $334.54 million of GEF resources were programmed 
through 12 global projects and $30.79 million through four regional projects. The large amounts 
of resources programmed through global and regional projects and programs is testament to 
the continued efforts of the GEF towards more integrated programming, addressing 
environmental issues at global and regional scales. The global projects and programs in this 
cohort address specific thematic or cross-cutting issues that are crucial for advancing focal area 
agendas beyond national boundaries. The programs include two GEF-7 Impact Programs on 
FOLUR and Sustainable Cities. These global programs are mainly composed of national child 
projects, coordinated by a global set aside funding in a programmatic approach. 
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55. The FOLUR Impact Program (GEF ID 10201) promotes sustainable, integrated landscapes 
and efficient food value and supply chains at scale. The program seeks to promote a 
transformational shift in agricultural land use and food systems that are major drivers of 
environmental degradation around the world. The core of the program was approved in the last 
reporting period. Through three addenda the following 10 countries were added in the 
reporting period: Guinea, Nicaragua, Kenya, Uzbekistan, Brazil, India, Nigeria, Paraguay, 
Uganda, and Madagascar supported by $19.22 million of LDFA resources and $84.78 million of 
MFA resources. The Program now includes 27 countries and has a total budget of $339.91 
million of GEF resources and close to $3 billion in co-financing.  

56. The approach of FOLUR recognizes that the challenges associated with food and 
commodity production systems require a holistic, system-wide approach integrating both 
horizontal (land and nature resources) and vertical (food value and supply chain) dimensions. 
Land degradation, declining agricultural productivity, malnutrition and rural poverty are 
interrelated problems that require a systems-level approach to planning, management, 
monitoring and decision making. The program is expected to restore 1.7 million ha of land and 
bring 10 million ha under SLM in production system. Actions are programmed at global, 
regional, national, and landscape levels with various coalitions of partners working with value 
chain organizations and private sector actors to leverage new partnerships and investments 
towards transformative and sustainable outcomes. 

57. The Sustainable Cities Impact Program (GEF ID 10391) supports selected cities to pursue 
integrated urban planning and implementation that delivers impactful development outcomes 
with global environmental benefits. The program includes nine countries utilizing $6.19 million 
of LDFA resources and $140.55 million in MFA resources. The four countries that are using LDFA 
STAR resources are: Argentina, Morocco, Rwanda, and Sierra Leone. The program creates the 
opportunity to integrate voluntary LDN targets into urban planning. As cities continue to 
expand into peri-urban areas, urbanization will increasingly encroach on productive agricultural 
land, which will in turn trigger the need for opening new areas for agricultural production. Thus, 
countries and cities need to promote improved and efficient production practices in the 
“urban-scape,” as part of a broader strategy to arrest and reverse land degradation and 
increase diversification of the urban food system. 

58. The four regional projects are supporting activities of a regional scale, such as the Great 
Green Wall Initiative (GGWI) for a Sustainable and Resilient Sahel (GEF ID 10634). The project 
will be an opportunity to engage with all GGWI stakeholders to foster meaningful dialogue with 
countries, flesh out a longer-term vision and serve as the vehicle to design a program with 
potential to mobilize larger investments. The grant will support delivery of these priorities 
through three main components: (i) Strengthening the institutional framework for GGWI 
coordination and partnership, (ii) Identifying and prioritizing investment opportunities to 
transform key economic systems in the Sahel Region, and (iii) Convene relevant stakeholders to 
launch shared vision for the GGWI and Sahel region. 
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PART III: SUSTAINABLE LAND MANAGEMENT ADDRESSED THROUGH OTHER GEF FUNDING WINDOWS  

Small Grants Program 

59. The Small Grants Program (SGP) is a corporate program of the GEF that is implemented 
by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP)21. Launched in 1992, the SGP empowers 
local civil-society and community-based organizations, including women, Indigenous Peoples, 
youth, and persons with disabilities, to design and lead actions that address global 
environmental issues. The program implements effective and efficient projects that aim to 
achieve global environmental benefits while improving livelihoods and reducing poverty, as 
well as promoting social inclusion, gender equality and empowerment of women. Under the 
SGPs Land Degradation focal area, the program provides grants to civil society organizations 
(CSOs), community-based organizations, and Indigenous groups to support SLM activities.  

60. The GEF approved $64.00 million of core funding in the reporting period from the GEF-7 
corporate budget, bringing the total investment into the SGP to $128.00 million in GEF-7.  

61. In addition to the core funding, countries can utilize their STAR resources to 
complement investments under the core program. The total amount of STAR resources 
approved for the SGP in the reporting period was $44.96 million, with $12.37 million utilized by 
64 countries from their LDFA allocations under the STAR. The LDFA resources were mostly used 
to support sustainable management of agro-ecosystems and production landscapes where 
deterioration of ecosystems services and goods undermines the livelihoods of grassroots 
communities. This problem manifests itself prominently in the dryland ecosystems where 
climate change impacts further exacerbate the predicaments of the rural poor. SGP projects 
that include LDFA STAR resources are included in Annex 1.  

62. During the reporting period, there was continuous high demand by CSOs and 
communities for SLM projects, including projects that address sustainable forest management 
issues. Land is central to community livelihoods, and the increasing need to manage 
degradation resulting from a range of factors, including impacts of climate change, contributed 
to an increased level of interest by CSOs and communities.  

Non-Grant Instruments (Blended Finance) 

63. Drawing on its experience in utilizing debt, equity, and risk mitigation products to 
mobilize private investment in combatting global environmental degradation, the GEF launched 
a Non-Grant Instruments (NGI) Pilot Program in GEF-6 for $99.10 million as a separate window 
of financing. This program was further strengthened in GEF-7 with a total allocation of $136.00 
million. As of December 2021, 96 percent of the resources under the NGI Program have been 
allocated. The NGI Program aims to deliver global environmental benefits with the participation 
of private investment in one or several areas of GEF’s work, including biodiversity, climate 
change, international waters, land degradation and chemicals and waste management. Projects 

 
21 www.sgp.undp.org  

http://www.sgp.undp.org/
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selected for financing under the NGI Program demonstrate: i) innovative financial mechanisms, 
business models, partnerships, and approaches for achieving the objectives of the GEF with 
private sector participation, ii) potential for the project to be scaled-up; and iii) high levels of 
co-financing. The funding size is flexible and ranges from $2.00 million to $15.00 million per 
project. The overall co-financing achieved under this window during the reporting period is 1 to 
19.0, with high participation of the private sector. 

64. Blended finance projects supported through the NGI Program are selected following a 
competitive process, through several rounds of open calls for proposals to Agencies. In the 
reporting period, the GEF has launched five calls for proposals and received over 40 project 
proposals requesting more than four times the amount available for the NGI Program in GEF-7. 
In this reporting period, five NGI projects with a total GEF investment of $57.10 million 
representing 41 percent of all resources allocated under the NGI program specifically addressed 
LDFA objectives. NGI projects are included in Annex 2 and a brief description can be found in 
Annex 3.  

65. As an example, the project “Green Finance & Sustainable Agriculture in the Dry Forest 
Ecoregion of Ecuador and Peru” (GEFID 10852) is highly innovative seeking to mobilize private 
sector resources through the issuance of two green bonds for sustainable land use and 
conservation in the capital markets of Peru and Ecuador with the GEF and CAF providing 
guarantees. The financing is part of a broader and coordinated effort between several 
stakeholders including local governments, several GEF agencies, financial intermediaries, and 
other private sector actors to address both the financing and technical capacity barriers that 
prevent small holder farmers’ adoption of sustainable agricultural practices that support the 
conservation of biodiversity in prioritized territories of the Dry Forests in the two countries. The 
project will benefit 24,300 smallholder farmers, reinforcing their capacities and transferring 
technologies. 

Multi-Trust Fund Projects 

66. In addition to LDFA stand-alone and multi-focal activities, investments in SLM can also 
benefit from synergy with other trust funds managed by the GEF. These funds are the Least 
Developed Country Fund (LDCF) and the Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF) under the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The funds are focused on climate change 
adaptation, but because of their emphasis on production systems and vulnerability of human 
livelihoods in line with national priorities, synergy with SLM can sometimes be achieved 
through projects funded jointly by the GEF Trust Fund and the LDCF and/or the SCCF. This is 
especially important in view of addressing drought issues, as drought mitigation is closely linked 
to climate change adaptation and early warning systems, both which can be funded under the 
LDCF and SCCF.  

67. In the reporting period, a record number of 10 multi-trust fund projects were approved 
by the LDCF with LDCF project funding of $69.73 million, which was invested in conjunction 
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with $45.21 million in GEF trust fund project financing resources. These GEF-7 projects are 
included in Annex 1 and a brief description can be found in Annex 2. 

68. For example, the project “Resilient and sustainable livelihoods for rural Yemen” (GEF ID 
10562, GEF trust fund project financing $7.05 million, LDCF project financing $10.00 million) is 
aligned with LDCF strategic objectives to (i) increase resilience through innovation and 
technology transfer and (ii) mainstreaming adaptation, jointly with GEF LDFA objectives to 
support on the ground implementation of SLM to achieve LDN. Yemen’s rural communities are 
highly vulnerable to climate change impacts. These vulnerabilities are heightened by the 
conflict induced humanitarian crisis. Rural communities rely upon sustainable access to natural 
resources and associated ecosystem services for production and subsistence. The project will 
help farmers trapped in khat production to shift to more sustainable and potentially much 
more profitable coffee production along with more diversified farm production. Under the 
project’s theory of change, the project responses to existing challenges will result in immediate 
improvements to at-risk rural producers as well as higher level global environmental benefits.  
The project will catalyze a shift from current “open-access” regimes to shared productive land 
and seascapes to a more coherent and strategic “community-based” management regime 
predicated upon the achievement of social and environmental objectives. 

PART IV: OVERALL ACHIEVEMENT OF GEF-7 PROGRAMMING 

69. As indicated in Table 6, a total of $475.00 million was allocated to the LDFA during GEF-
7. In total, $445.69 million were programmed from July 1, 2018 to December 31, 2021. This 
represents an LDFA utilization percentage of 94 percent. It is expected that the remaining 
amount can be fully programmed in the last six months of GEF-7 until June 2022.  

Table 6: Status of LDFA Resource Utilization for GEF-7 

Item GEF-7 Allocation  
($ Million) 

Total GEF-7 Amount 
Programmed  

($ Million) 

Share of 
Allocation 

Utilized 

Total LDFA Allocation 475.00 445.69 94% 

- STAR Allocation 354.00  364.65 103% 

- Set-aside for Integrated 
Programming  

66.00 63.29 97% 

- Set aside for Enabling 
activities 

23.00 6.56 29% 

- Set-aside for global and 
regional projects 

32.00 11.19 40% 

MFA programming in 
conjunction with LDFA in FY19 n/a 392.41 n/a 
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Item GEF-7 Allocation  
($ Million) 

Total GEF-7 Amount 
Programmed  

($ Million) 

Share of 
Allocation 

Utilized 
MFA programming in 
conjunction with LDFA in FY20-
22 

n/a 418.58 n/a 

Total  1,256.86  

 

70. In GEF-7, through the STAR, $354.00 million were directly allocated to 144 countries for 
land degradation. The utilization is $364.65, which is 103 percent. The overutilization of STAR is 
due to several countries making use of their flexibility and/or marginal adjustments between 
the three focal areas Biodiversity, Climate Change, and Land Degradation in line with GEF 
policies and regulations. The GEF-7 STAR allowed for varying levels of flexibility in how 
countries utilize their resources. Countries with a total allocation up to $7.00 million had full 
flexibility to use allocations across all focal areas. All other countries can make marginal 
adjustments between the different focal area allocations depending on the size of their total 
allocation, as stipulated in the Initial GEF-7 STAR Country Allocations.22 

71. The total amount of $445.69 million of resources were programmed through LDFA stand 
alone and multi-focal area projects. An additional amount of $810.99 million of GEF resources 
was programmed in conjunction with LDFA resources in MFA projects and programs. In total, 
$1,256.86 million of GEF trust fund resources were thus made available for UNCCD 
implementation in GEF-7. 

72. The overall ratio of GEF financing to co-financing in GEF-7 was 1 to 7.36 across the LDFA 
portfolio. The total GEF financing amount of $1,256.86 million leveraged $9,239.44 million in 
co-financing.  

73. Of the $121.00 million of resources set-aside from STAR, $63.29 million were 
programmed under the Food Systems, Land Use and Restoration Impact Program, and the 
Sustainable Cities Impact Program. In addition, $11.19 million were programmed through seven 
global and regional projects, and $6.56 million through three Enabling Activities.  

74. Of the total $23.00 million set aside specifically for Enabling Activities, so far only $6.56 
million have been utilized. However, it is expected that the available funding will be fully 
programmed until the end of the GEF-7 cycle. One additional global LDN support project has 
been submitted and 102 countries have submitted a letter of endorsement from the GEF 
Operational Focal Point requesting support for Enabling Activities.  

75. The LDFA resources were directed toward implementation of the five GEF-7 LDFA sub-
objectives and Enabling Activities with balanced investments across the focal area objectives 
(see Figure 2). A total of $405.28 million of GEF project financing is aligned with LDFA 

 
22 GEF, 2018, GEF-7 Initial STAR Allocations. Council Document GEF/C.55/Inf.03. 

https://www.thegef.org/documents/initial-gef-7-star-country-allocations
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objectives. This figure excludes Agency fees and PPGs, which are not aligned with specific focal 
area objectives.  

76. The data in Figure 2 indicate that SLM interventions are the focus of LDFA investments 
with 36 percent of the resources being utilized for this objective. Sustainable forest 
management, landscape restoration, and integrated natural resource management are 
addressed with in total 52 percent of the resources. The remaining 12 percent of resources 
were utilized for improving the enabling and regulatory framework for LDN. 
 

Figure 2: Programming of GEF-7 LDFA Resources by Focal Area Objectives  

 

 

PART V: PORTFOLIO MONITORING AND EVALUATION 

Annual Portfolio Monitoring Reporting and Overall Performance  

77. GEF’s Annual Portfolio Monitoring (AMR) Report for 202123 found that the share of 
projects in the satisfactory range for the LDFA project portfolio under implementation was 
comparable to other GEF focal areas. Of the 64 LDFA stand-alone projects currently under 
implementation, 83 percent were rated moderately satisfactory or higher regarding 
implementation progress. In terms of achieving their development objective, 86 percent of the 
projects are achieving ratings of moderately satisfactory or higher.  

 
23 GEF, 2021, Annual Portfolio Monitoring Report. Council Document GEF/C.61/03. 

https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/gef-monitoring-report-2021
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78. The AMR also mentions that despite COVID-19 related implementation challenges, 
“GEF-financed projects and programs continue to perform well on their path to deliver global 
environmental benefits. Progress is improving in select areas, with positive trends maintained 
for key metrics.” […] “COVID-19 pushed the disbursement ratio to lower levels than last year, 
while maintaining good standards in challenging circumstances.” […] “Other areas are facing 
more challenges. This includes timeliness in preparing Mid-Term Reviews (MTRs) and 
materialization of co-financing in Least Developed Countries, two areas affected by travel 
restrictions and evolving priorities to respond to the crisis.” Further, “the COVID-19 pandemic 
brought with it a series of challenges leading projects to adapt implementation and at times 
face delays. Lockdowns, travel restrictions, physical distancing and business closure challenge 
implementation teams.”  

79. The Independent Evaluation Office (IEO) of the GEF evaluated the LDFA as part of their 
overall performance study of the GEF-7 replenishment cycle (OPS7)24. The study confirms the 
LDFA’s relevance towards the UNCCD agenda, as well as its performance and effectiveness.  

80. In assessing the LDFA strategy in GEF-7, the study sates that “while focal areas remain 
an organizing feature of the GEF, the [LDFA] strategy emphasizes responding to multilateral 
environmental agreements in an integrated fashion, with a preference for multifocal area 
projects and programs. Within these, maximum effects are now targeted through three 
integrated impact programs: Food Systems, Land Use, and Restoration (FOLUR), Sustainable 
Cities, and Sustainable Forest Management. Land degradation interests overlap with all three of 
these programs, perhaps with fewer opportunities in the area of sustainable cities.” The study 
confirms a “consistent rise in overall funding for the focal area as well as a consistent move in 
favor of participation in multifocal area projects, which overtook the number of land 
degradation–only projects in GEF-6”. 

81. The study also highlights GEF’s support to LDN target setting and implementation as 
well as the continued support to the Great Green Wall Initiative. The study notes shortcomings 
in the overall achievement of SLM area targets and suggests to further strengthen monitoring 
and evaluation of land degradation related indicators.  

Analysis of GEF-7 Focal Area Progress towards Targets 

82. For the GEF-7 replenishment period, the GEF has updated its results architecture to 
better reflect the integrated programming across focal areas.25 Building on and learning from 
the systems and approaches developed over the past two decades, the GEF-7 results 
architecture is designed to generate more relevant and more reliable data and information on 
results, while promoting integration, multiple benefits, and simplification. Specifically, the 
results architecture aims to better capture the value of synergies across the GEF’s different 

 
24 GEF IEO, 2021, Working Toward a Greener Global Recovery - Final Report of OPS7. Council Document 
GEF/E/C.61/Inf.01. 
25 GEF, 2018, Updated Results Architecture for GEF-7. Council Document, GEF/C.54/11 Rev.02. 

https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/working-toward-greener-global-recovery-final-report-ops7
http://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/council-meeting-documents/EN_GEF.C.54.11.Rev_.02_Results.pdf
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areas of work, as well as efforts to catalyze a transformation of the key systems that drive the 
deterioration of the global environment.  

83. The upgraded results framework has eleven core indicators and associated sub-
indicators that span all five focal areas. The core indicators have been developed by the 
Secretariat in close consultation and collaboration with Agencies and other stakeholders and 
incorporate input from Participants and Observers in the GEF-7 process. Corporate targets have 
been set at the core indicator level only. For the number of beneficiaries, no targets have been 
set; however, the number will be monitored and disaggregated by gender.  

84. Core indicators and sub-indicators for expected results with high relevance for the LDFA 
are presented in Table 7, including the targets set in all approved projects and programs that 
are contributing to LDFA relevant indicators in GEF-7 during the 3.5 years of the ongoing GEF-7 
cycle, from July 2018 to December 2021.  

Table 7: GEF-7 Core and Sub-indicators26 with Relevance for LDFA Objectives (July 2018 
to December 2021) 

Core/Sub-indicator GEF-7 Corporate 
Target 

Tentative Targets Set 
in Projects/Programs 

Approved in GEF-7 
to Date 

Percentage 
of GEF 

Corporate 
Targets 

Area of land restored 
- Degraded agricultural land 
- Forest and forest land 
- Natural grass and shrublands 
- Wetlands 

6.0 million ha 
 

8.0 million ha 
4.1 million ha 
2.3 million ha 
1.2 million ha 
0.3 million ha 

133% 

Area of landscapes under improved practices 
- Improved management to benefit 

biodiversity 
- Landscapes that meet certification that 

incorporates biodiversity considerations 
- Sustainable land management in 

production systems 
- High Conservation Value Forest (HCVF) 

loss avoided 

320.0 million ha 167.0 million ha 
84.1 million ha 

0.4 million ha 
 

81.6 million ha   
 

0.9 million ha 
 

52% 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Mitigated 
 
- Carbon sequestered or emissions avoided 

in the AFOLU sector 
- Carbon sequestered or emissions avoided 

outside the AFOLU sector 

1,500.0 million 
tCO2eq 

1,445.8 million t 
 

874.7 million t 
 

571.2 million t 

96% 

Number of beneficiaries in GEF LDFA projects 
and programs 
- No. of women 
- No. of men 

(The indicator is 
monitored, no 

target set) 

74.2 million 
 

36.1 million 
38.1 million 

(n/a) 

 
26 GEF, 2021, GEF-7 Corporate Scorecard December 2021.  

https://www.thegef.org/newsroom/publications/gef-7-corporate-scorecard-december-2021


 

24 
 

85. The expected results show that the target for “area of land restored” has already been 
met and exceeded, with 8.0 million ha or 133 percent. At the same time, the core indicator 
“area of landscapes under improved practices” is expected to achieve 52 percent of the target 
so far. The sub-indicator for “sustainable land management in production systems” contributes 
substantially with 81.6 million ha to this core indicator, and the sub-indicator for improved 
management for biodiversity contributes 84.1 million ha. While these are impressive targets, 
they are lower than expected, mainly due to the prioritization of restoration activities in the 
GEF-7 portfolio, which are more costly than SLM interventions. However, it is anticipated that 
the sub-indicator for SLM will increase until the end of GEF-7. Further, the expected results in 
terms of carbon benefits represent 96 percent of the corporate target set for GEF-7. With 
regard to project beneficiaries, 74.2 million people, including 36.1 million women and 38.1 
million men, are expected to directly benefit from LDFA projects and programs. 

GEF Support to Land Degradation Neutrality and Sustainable Development Goals 

86. The UNCCD COP 14 invited the GEF to continue its support for countries in programming 
resources to combat desertification/land degradation and drought and achieve their voluntary 
land degradation neutrality targets, including in the context of land degradation neutrality 
transformative projects and programs. Based on the progress made since UNCCD COP 12 with 
the Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Project (GEF ID 9365), and the progress towards 
LDN implementation in GEF-6 27, GEF-7 period has seen a further increase of countries using 
LDFA resources to address LDN implementation.  

87. In GEF-7, 22 approved national LDFA stand-alone projects directly focus on LDN 
implementation in the following countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bolivia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Cabo Verde, China, Ecuador, Gambia, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Lesotho, 
Mauritania, Moldova, Nepal, Pakistan, Panama, Serbia, Turkey, and Uzbekistan. And additional 
93 MFA projects align themselves with the LDN concept. All projects have applied the Checklist 
for Land Degradation Neutrality Transformative Projects and Programs for project design in 
GEF-7 on a voluntary basis.28 The high number of projects addressing LDN implementation 
reflects that the GEF-7 LDFA strategy was fully aligned with the LDN concept. 

88. For example, the project “Sustainable Management and Restoration of Degraded 
Landscapes for Achieving LDN in India” (GEF ID 10876) has the objective to achieve land 
degradation neutrality (LDN) through sustainable ecosystem-based management and 
restoration of degraded landscapes across agricultural, forest, pastoral lands and surface water 
bodies. The project will assist the Government of India to achieve its goal to combat land 
degradation and desertification and at the same time addressing the negative impacts of 
climate change and biodiversity loss across the degraded landscapes supporting the 
achievement of LDN, Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) and Post-2020 Biodiversity 
commitments. To further develop scientific approach and facilitate induction of technology to 

 
27 GEF, 2017, Land Degradation Neutrality at the GEF.  
28 https://www.thegef.org/documents/checklist-land-degradation-neutrality-transformative-projects-and-
programmes-draft 

https://www.thegef.org/publications/land-degradation-neutrality-gef
https://www.thegef.org/documents/checklist-land-degradation-neutrality-transformative-projects-and-programmes-draft
https://www.thegef.org/documents/checklist-land-degradation-neutrality-transformative-projects-and-programmes-draft
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land degradation issues, India will set up a Centre of Excellence on Sustainable Land 
Management (as announced by the Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, while 
inaugurating the High-Level Segment of the UNCCD COP 14). Accordingly, GEF funds will be 
contributing to facilitate the establishment of the Centre of Excellence for South-South 
cooperation and capacity building and dissemination of best practices for cross-learning 
through exposure visits, development of course curriculum and its implementation in 
coordination with international alliances and engagement and contributions to global 
knowledge platforms in support of the UNCCD agenda. 

89. As previously reported, as another element of support, the GEF also supported the 
establishment and operation of the Land Degradation Neutrality Fund Technical Assistance 
Facility through a medium-size project implemented by WWF-US (GEF ID 9900), with the 
objective to provide project preparedness and technical assistance services to build a strong 
portfolio of transformative projects for the LDN Fund. 

90. The GEF LDFA also stands ready to support implementation of projects addressing SDGs, 
as per UNCCD COP decisions as well as decisions coming from other COPs for which the GEF 
serves as a financial mechanism. The GEF will respond to the guidance by encouraging 
integration of efforts in line with the integrated nature of SDGs and based on country needs, 
within its mandate.  

PART VI: NEW AND EMERGING ISSUES 

Lessons Learned Related to Projects and Programs Addressing Drought Mitigation 

91. In response to COP 14 decisions that invite the GEF, within its mandate, to support the 
implementation of relevant aspects of the national drought plans and other drought-related 
activities within the scope of the Convention, the GEF Secretariat is now tagging projects and 
programs that address drought mitigation in their design in the GEF project portal. Out of the 
total number of 118 LDFA stand-alone and MFA projects, 33 projects address drought 
mitigation as a component in their implementation. Through GEF project support in drought 
prone areas, LDFA investments are directly responding to UNCCD COP 14 decisions as well as to 
the UNCCD Strategic Framework (2018-2030).29   

92. Among the 33 projects addressing drought mitigation are several child projects of the 
Drylands Sustainable Landscape Impact Program (GEF ID 10206). Projects in Namibia, Angola, 
and Botswana address drought through integrated sustainable and adaptive land management 
of Miombo-Mopane landscapes. Support is provided in specific contexts such as in drought 
prone areas to address drivers of land and water insecurity, to reverse resource pressures, 
enhance or restore governance and rebuild natural resource-based livelihoods and jobs. The 
program includes 12 child projects in 11 countries with a total GEF project financing of $95.84 
million. It was launched in July 2021 and is now under implementation. It is expected to further 

 
29 UNCCD 2018–2030 Strategic Framework, ICCD/COP (13)/21/Add.1. 

https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2017-11/cop21add1_eng.pdf


 

26 
 

expand its activities regarding drought-smart land management to other countries under the 
program and exchange knowledge and experience on the topic of drought mitigation.  

93. Another example is the “Development of an integrated system to promote the natural 
capital in the drylands of Mauritania” project (GEF ID 10444), which has the objective to 
improve rural communities’ livelihoods in the wilayas of Adrar, Inchiri and Dakhlet Nouadhibou 
in Mauritania through sustainable land restoration and management. The project activities 
include support of the Arid Land Observatory, training on dryland assessment and communities’ 
vulnerability, and drought-smart land management interventions. 

94. The main lesson learned from the project cohort addressing drought mitigation is that 
drought should be addressed as a priority in land-use plans, especially in dryland geographies. 
Proactive drought risk management is a more efficient way to reduce drought impacts on 
communities, economies and the environment. Data and information and participatory 
approaches should involve all stakeholders to develop land use plans, identify and assess 
droughts risks, and define mitigation measures in land and water use plans, including 
monitoring systems. The implementation of relevant aspects of national drought plans can be 
supported within GEF’s mandate and should be coordinated with initiatives of other donors 
supporting climate change adaptation, including the LDCF. 

95. Countries in dryland geographies should be supported to build resilience to mitigate the 
effects of droughts and to prevent the aggravating effects of land degradation through (i) 
comprehensive land-use planning taking drought risks into account; (ii) the use of drought 
databases and tools such as the UNCCD drought toolbox; and (iii) the implementation of 
drought-smart land management, including croplands, rangelands, dryland forests, and mixed 
land-uses. Investments should address the entire range of land uses in the production 
landscape aimed at creating GEBs and building resilience. 

96. Finally, good land and water governance should be promoted through the LDFA as an 
important enabling environment for drought mitigation and the adoption and scaling up of 
drought-smart land management and associated technologies. Such an environment requires, 
inter alia, effective institutions combined with the empowerment of women (one of the 
majority groups among rural land and water users) and legal security (land tenure, water 
rights). 

Private Sector Engagement  

97. The LDFA strategy in GEF-7 includes among its goals “harnessing private capital and 
expertise to finance investments in sustainable land management, in particular in coo-
operation with the LDN fund and other innovative financing mechanisms”. Furthermore, the 
GEF’s private sector engagement strategy (2020)30 supports the transformation of key 

 
30 GEF 2020: GEF’s Private Sector Engagement Strategy. Council document GEF/C.58/05. 

https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/gefs-private-sector-engagement-strategy-1
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economic systems in cities, energy, food and agriculture, transport, and materials production 
through integrated approaches to the delivery of global environmental benefits.   

98. Integrated approaches allow countries to address the drivers of environmental 
degradation that have links to regional and global supply chains and thus create opportunities 
for a range of options to crowd-in private sector, from co-financing and parallel financing to 
creation of institutional platforms for catalyzing change. Integrated approaches also support 
the engagement of a wide range of private sector entities, from Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises, traders, financial institutions, and multinational corporations, at national, regional, 
and global levels. The FOLUR Impact Program provides examples of numerous projects that 
address the challenge of land degradation through integrated approaches that engage the 
private sector at all scales. Three examples are highlighted below. 

99. In Viet Nam, the Integrated Sustainable Landscape Management in the Mekong Delta of 
Vietnam (GEF ID 10245) supports the transformation of rice-dominated landscapes in the 
Mekong Delta towards sustainable, adaptive, and resilient models of production and landscape 
management that deliver multiple environmental and social benefits. To address the issues of 
land degradation (accelerated erosion, soil losses, saltwater intrusion to agricultural land and 
soil acidity) the area of land restored includes agricultural land managed in such a way as to 
restore ecological functions and environmental services (e.g., hydrological flows and 
groundwater recharge, nutrient inputs), and wetlands (outside protected areas). The project 
supports shifting the landscape away from intensive triple-cropped rice, towards a less 
intensive, more flood-based situation, and incremental GEF investment to help ensure that this 
transformation is done sustainably. In this case, private sector co-financing from global rice 
traders covers the costs of supporting, and preferentially sourcing from, selected farmers who 
comply with sustainability standards in collaboration with the Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) on the Market-oriented Smallholder Value Chains Project. 
Rice traders from the leading national companies are supporting and scaling up sustainable rice 
production models by developing raw material areas according to sustainable criteria and 
prioritizing the purchase of rice from farmers or cooperatives that apply sustainable farming 
models. 

100. In Brazil, the Sustainable Multiple Use Landscape Consortia - Vertentes Project (GEF ID 
10468) supports rural producers with sustainable agricultural and environmental recovery, land 
restoration and conservation practices and engages the private sector through commodity 
value chains with responsible sourcing of commodities coupled with targeted investment in 
sustainable practices and enhanced linkage to sustainable markets. The focus of activity centers 
on training and technical assistance for producers on sustainable agricultural and 
environmental restoration and protection practices in partnership with the private sector. 
Importantly, the project links two key private sector actors, farmers and commodity suppliers 
with the commodity traders in the beef cattle and soybean value chains through sustainable 
agriculture, biodiversity conservation, and natural resource restoration in the degraded areas of 
the southern Cerrado. This engagement between the key private sector participants plays a key 
role in implementing and consolidating a socio-environmental business model conducive to 
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illegal deforestation-free traceability, degraded agricultural land restoration and mainstream 
sustainable efforts made by soybean and beef cattle producers in their production systems, 
such as applying standards enabling them to meet good practices and market protocols. 

101. In Ghana, the Landscape Restoration and Ecosystem Management for Sustainable Food 
Systems project (GEF ID 10348) supports partnerships with private sector, farmers, and civil 
society to support integrated landscape level planning and implementation in the identified 
Land Degradation Neutrality hot spots areas in the Northern Savannah and Transitional regions 
which will contribute to Ghana’s national voluntary LDN targets. The project works with the 
private sector, primarily through the Cocoa Forests Initiative lead by the World Cocoa 
Foundation, representing farm-level input providers, financial institutions, cocoa processors, 
chocolate makers and manufacturers, farmer cooperatives, cocoa trading companies, ports, 
warehousing companies, and retailers covering 80 percent of the global cocoa and chocolate 
market. The Cocoa Forests Initiative promotes sustainable cocoa practices that reduce 
deforestation, ensure sustainable management of forest reserves, and enhance carbon stocks 
in the cocoa forest landscape. Private sector investments in the implementation of activities 
place emphasis on protection/restoration and on-farm productivity and livelihoods, centering 
on aspects of land governance and productivity. The private sector also provides critical data 
from grower networks and cooperatives that inform the prioritization of areas prone to 
deforestation and the production of deforestation risk maps to guide future actions and 
investments. 

102. The launch of the LDN fund in 2017 has given the signal of a new and innovative way of 
promoting SLM and land restoration working with entities from the private sector. The LDN 
fund was launched on 12 September 2017 at the COP13 to the UNCCD in Ordos, China, with an 
initial target of $300 million. It represents the first-of-its-kind investment vehicle leveraging 
public money to raise private capital for sustainable land management and LDN. The GEF 
announced at the same COP its support of $2.00 million in grants to the Technical Assistance 
Facility (TAF) of the fund. While the TAF was supported through a GEF-6 project, 
implementation work was mostly done during the reporting period and provides valuable 
lessons on private sector engagement. The TAF has contracted 15 different project partners. In 
June 2021, six of these pre-investment stage projects have been finalized with a good regional 
balance with two investments in Africa, and three in LDCs. In July 2021, a request for proposals 
was published specifically to countries involved in the Great Green Wall Initiative: 24 concepts 
were received, eight were shortlisted, and five organizations submitted their full proposals in 
September 2021. These proposals are currently under review by the LDN fund for potential 
funding and implementation starting at the beginning of 2022. 

103. In addition to the GEF support to the LDN Fund’s TAF, several other innovative financing 
mechanisms related to agriculture, food systems, forests, and ecosystem restoration, all in 
connection to the private sector, have been supported through the Non-Grant Instrument, such 
as (i) the Agventures II in Latin America and the Caribbean to promote smallholder agriculture 
with less impacts on natural resources, (ii) the Food Securities Fund to support small 
agribusiness in Sub-Saharan Africa, (iii) the Forest Conservation and Sustainable Agriculture 
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Fund (AGRI 3) in synergy with the FOLUR Impact Program, and (iv) the Livelihoods Carbon Fund 
3 to invest in community-based solutions to restore natural ecosystems and establish agro-
forestry and regenerative agriculture systems.  

Gender 

104. The GEF-7 LD Focal Area strategy included as a key component gender mainstreaming, 
by working to address i) practical gender needs – improving the conditions of women through 
access to resources, services, and opportunities, and 2) strategic gender interests – 
empowering women to take decisions and be better represented in various decision-making 
bodies. In addition, throughout the reporting period the GEF has enabled countries to 
implement many of the priorities of the UNCCD Gender Action Plan. 

105. The LDFA objectives to support on the ground implementation of LDN and the enabling 
environment for SLM and LDN mainstreaming and implementation, provide suitable entry 
points for projects to increase and strengthen the participation and leadership of women at all 
levels in decision-making and local implementation of the UNCCD. For example, the Sustainable 
Management of Drylands in Northern Togo project (GEF ID 10416) will be engaging in i) 
community driven, inclusive and gender responsive consultations on land use to inform the 
development of local land management action plans developed and ii) development of 
participatory and gender-responsive integrated watershed and landscape management plans to 
inform land use planning in the Oti basin in Northern Togo. 

106. In addition, the focus of the land degradation focal area on maintaining livelihoods and 
GEF’s focus on mainstreaming gender in all projects - through the collection of sex-
disaggregated data and design of gender sensitive indicators- has enabled the support of 
projects which seek to address the barriers women face to economic empowerment. Across a 
range of GEF projects in the LD portfolio there are efforts to overcome barriers related to 
access to finance and unequal income earning opportunities. For example, the Sustainable land 
management and restoration of productive landscapes project in Panama (GEF ID 10588) aims 
to improve access to markets and certification mechanisms of agricultural products from SLM 
areas and restored land with special emphasis on women’s cooperatives or producer 
associations. 

107. The Eldoret-Iten Water Fund for Tropical Water Tower Conservation project in Kenya 
(GEF ID 10209) is one example across the portfolio where an effort is being made to consider 
women’s access to resources in project interventions. The project will undertake a Women 
Agricultural Economic Index (WEAI) in conjunction with the socio-economic baseline survey. 
These results help to inform the overall all gender action plan, specifically the steps needed to 
close the gender gap on access to and control over natural resources as well as highlight areas 
on inequality that the project should target.  

108. Over the reporting period the GEF has also sought to support women’s access to 
improved knowledge and technologies, through strategic global projects as well as individual 
country projects such as the Implementation of Armenia’s LDN Commitments project (GEF ID 
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10365). The aim of this project is to enhance the capacity to implement LDN at national and 
local levels by training 600 people (decision makers, technical personnel, and local 
communities) at national level and sub-national levels, of which 50 percent will be women, to 
ensure sufficient capacity to implement LDN at different scales.   

PART VII: CONCLUSIONS 

109. Activities and progress during the reporting period attest to the continued importance 
and relevance with respect to GEF’s role as financial mechanism of the UNCCD. The GEF-7 
strategy has been fully aligned to support implementation of UNCCD’s LDN concept through an 
appropriate mix of investments, achieved effective integration within the Impact Programs for 
generation of multiple benefits, and successfully harnessed private capital and expertise to 
finance investments in sustainable land management, in particular in co-operation with the LDN 
fund and other innovative financing mechanisms.  

110. In the reporting period of July 2019 to December 2021, the LDFA portfolio continued to 
have a substantial number of projects covering all UNCCD Annexes and a wide range of agro-
ecologies and thematic issues. Through this cohort of projects and programs, the GEF continues 
its support for countries in programming resources to combat desertification/land degradation 
and drought and achieve their voluntary land degradation neutrality targets, including in the 
context of land degradation neutrality transformative projects and programs.  

111. The GEF-7 replenishment cycle is progressing with a robust programming of $445.69 
million in LDFA resources, which represents 94 percent of the GEF-7 LDFA allocation of $475.00 
million, with a utilization rate higher than all other GEF focal areas. In GEF-7, through the STAR, 
$354.00 million were directly allocated to 144 countries for land degradation. The utilization is 
$364.65 million, which is 103 percent. The overutilization of STAR shows that several countries 
prioritize investments to address LDN and DLDD issues by applying flexibility and/or marginal 
adjustments between the three focal areas Biodiversity, Climate Change, and Land Degradation 
in line with GEF policies and regulations. Out of total set-aside allocation for the LDFA of 
$121.00 million, to date $81.04 million (67 percent) have been utilized with programming of 
remaining resources ongoing until the end of the GEF-7 cycle in June 2022. The set-aside 
resources were used for integrated programming through the FOLUR, SFM and Sustainable 
Cities Impact Programs, regional and global projects, and UNCCD Enabling Activities. 

112. On top of the GEF-7 LDFA resources of $445.69 million, an additional amount of $810.99 
million was programmed in conjunction with LDFA MFA programs and projects. In this way, a 
total amount of $1,256.86 million in GEF grant resources were made available for projects and 
programs closely related to the UNCCD agenda. This investment leveraged a total of $9,239.44 
million in co-financing, a ratio of 1 to 7.36. Further, through other funding windows such as the 
NGI and the LDCF, an amount of $126.82 million was invested in 15 projects that directly 
address GEF-7 LDFA objectives. 
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113. The Independent Evaluation Office (IEO) of the GEF evaluated the LDFA as part of their 
overall performance study of the GEF-7 replenishment cycle (OPS7).31 The study confirms the 
LDFA’s relevance towards the UNCCD agenda, as well as its performance and effectiveness. The 
Annual Portfolio Monitoring (AMR) Report for 202132 found that the share of projects in the 
satisfactory range for the LDFA project portfolio under implementation was comparable to 
other GEF focal areas. The AMR Report also mentions that despite COVID-19 related 
implementation challenges, “GEF-financed projects and programs continue to perform well on 
their path to deliver global environmental benefits.” 

114. The implementation of the LDFA portfolio generated valuable lessons learned on new 
and emerging issues in the affected regions, such as drought mitigation, private sector 
engagement, and gender. The main lessons learned from the project cohort is that: (1) the 
implementation of relevant aspects of national drought plans, can be supported, within GEF’s 
mandate, its inclusion in land use planning and drought-smart land management, and should be 
coordinated with initiatives of other donors supporting climate change adaptation, including 
the LDCF; (2) private sector engagement leverages funding and expertise and supports the 
transformation of key economic systems in food and agriculture, cities, transport, and materials 
production through integrated approaches for the delivery of global environmental benefits; 
and (3) improving the conditions of women through access to resources, services, and 
opportunities and empowering women to take decisions and be better represented in various 
decision-making bodies increases the effectiveness and sustainability of LDFA investments.  

115. The lessons learned help to inform directions for the GEF focal area strategy in the 
upcoming GEF-8 replenishment phase,33 which will be implemented from July 2022 to June 
2026.  

 
 

 
31 GEF IEO, 2021, Working Toward a Greener Global Recovery - Final Report of OPS7. Council Document 
GEF/E/C.61/Inf.01. 
32 GEF, 2021, Annual Portfolio Monitoring Report. Council Document GEF/C.61/03. 
 
33 The GEF-8 replenishment negotiations are currently ongoing and will be concluded in June 2022. All information 
and related documents are posted on the GEF website: https://www.thegef.org/who-we-are/funding/gef-8-
replenishment.  

https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/working-toward-greener-global-recovery-final-report-ops7
https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/gef-monitoring-report-2021
https://www.thegef.org/who-we-are/funding/gef-8-replenishment
https://www.thegef.org/who-we-are/funding/gef-8-replenishment
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ANNEX 1: LAND DEGRADATION FOCAL AREA PROJECT PORTFOLIO APPROVED IN THE REPORTING PERIOD 

FY 20 (Second Year of GEF-7)                         All amounts in $ million (rounded) 

GEF ID Country   Agency  Project Title GEF 
Financing
34 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing
35 

Co-
finance 

LDFA 
Focal 
Area 
Objecti
ves 

Other 
Focal 
Area 
Objectiv
es 

10230 Global CI Strengthening Land Degradation 
Neutrality data and decision-making 
through free and open access 
platforms  

2.18 2.00 3.97 LD-EA 
 

10412 Zambia WWF-US Sustainable Luangwa: Securing 
Luangwa's water resources for shared 
socioeconomic and environmental 
benefits through integrated 
catchment management  

3.14 1.98 21.44 LD 1-4 BD 1-1, 
BD-2-7 

10381 Nepal FAO Enhancing capacity for sustainable 
management of forests, land and 
biodiversity in the Eastern Hills (ECSM 
FoLaBi EH) 

4.58 1.19 28.50 LD-1-3 BD-1-1 

10367 Uzbekistan FAO Sustainable Forest and Rangelands 
Management in the Dryland 
Ecosystems of Uzbekistan  

4.13 3.39 36.50 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4, 
LD-2-5 

 

10365 Armenia FAO Implementation of Armenia’s LDN 
commitments through sustainable 
land management and restoration of 
degraded landscapes 

2.39 2.18 11.32 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4, 
LD-2-5 

 

 
34 This column includes GEF Financing plus Agency Fees. It does not include PPG and PPG Fees. 
35 This column includes GEF financing for Land Degradation only. 



 

33 
 

GEF ID Country   Agency  Project Title GEF 
Financing
34 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing
35 

Co-
finance 

LDFA 
Focal 
Area 
Objecti
ves 

Other 
Focal 
Area 
Objectiv
es 

10362 Mali36 FAO Resilient, productive and sustainable 
landscapes in Mali’s Kayes Region 

4.99 2.78 30.94 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1, 
CCA-1 

10360 Egypt UNDP Seventh Operational Phase of the GEF 
Small Grants Programme in Egypt 

2.29 0.51 6.70 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4 

BD-1-1, 
CCM-1-1 

10359 Kenya UNDP Seventh Operational Phase of the GEF 
Small Grants Programme in Kenya 

2.90 0.88 3.10 LD-1-4 BD-1-1 

10356 Uzbekistan UNDP Conservation and sustainable 
management of lakes, wetlands, and 
riparian corridors as pillars of a 
resilient and land degradation neutral 
Aral basin landscape supporting 
sustainable livelihoods 

3.89 1.82 59.32 LD-1-4 BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7 

10352 Turkmenistan UNDP Conservation and Sustainable 
Management of Land Resources and 
High Nature Value Ecosystems in the 
Aral Sea Basin for Multiple Benefits 

5.01 2.81 46.73 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4 

BD-2-7 

10346 El Salvador World Bank El Salvador Integrated Landscape 
Management and Restoration 

3.90 2.21 16.70 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-3, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1 

10170 Algeria FAO Integrated forest and biodiversity 
management for sustainable 
development in the Biban mountain 
range 

3.61 1.82 26.68 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4 

BD-1-1 

10161  Nauru UNEP Ecosystem Restoration and 
Sustainable Land Management to 

3.83 2.18 22.29 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1 

 
36 See also Annex 2 for additional LDCF funding.  



 

34 
 

GEF ID Country   Agency  Project Title GEF 
Financing
34 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing
35 

Co-
finance 

LDFA 
Focal 
Area 
Objecti
ves 

Other 
Focal 
Area 
Objectiv
es 

improve livelihoods and protect 
biodiversity in Nauru  

10420 Niger IFAD Promoting Sustainable Agricultural 
Production and Conservation of Key 
Biodiversity Species through Land 
Restoration and Efficient Use of 
Ecosystems in the Dallol Bosso and 
Surrounding Areas 
(PROSAP/COKEBIOS) 

5.80 4.41 137.70 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4, 
LD-2-5 

BD-2-7 

10418 Tanzania37 AfDB Building resilience through sustainable 
land management and climate change 
adaptation in Dodoma 

1.48 1.35 215.21 LD-1-4 CCA-1, 
CCA-2 

10415 Vanuatu38 UNDP Adaptation to Climate Change in the 
Coastal Zone in Vanuatu – Phase II 
(VCAP II)  

6.34 2.68 58.82 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7, 
CCA-1, 
CCA-2, 
CCA-3 

10397 Global (Brazil, 
India, Nigeria, 
Paraguay, 
Uganda) 

World Bank Food Systems, Land Use and 
Restoration (FOLUR) Impact Program 
Addendum 

74.03 16.16 768.93 IP FOLU 
 

10393 Bolivia FAO Strengthening the integral and 
sustainable management of 
biodiversity and forests by indigenous 
peoples and local communities in 

3.83 1.31 25.13 LD-1-1 BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7 

 
37 See also Annex 2 for additional LDCF funding. 
38 Ibid 
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GEF ID Country   Agency  Project Title GEF 
Financing
34 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing
35 

Co-
finance 

LDFA 
Focal 
Area 
Objecti
ves 

Other 
Focal 
Area 
Objectiv
es 

fragile ecosystems of the dry forests of 
the Bolivia Chaco 

10391 Global 
(Argentina, 
Brazil, China, 
Costa Rica, 
India, 
Indonesia, 
Morocco, 
Rwanda, Sierra 
Leone) 

UNEP Sustainable Cities Impact Program 159.94 6.74 1,689.7
5 

IP SC 
 

10178 South Sudan39 UNDP Watershed approaches for climate 
resilience in agro-pastoral landscapes 

1.00 0.91 29.50 LD-1-1  CCA-1, 
CCA-2 

10469 Nepal IUCN Restoring the degraded watershed 
and livelihoods of Lakhandei river 
basin through Sustainable Land 
Management 

1.69 1.55 7.06 LD-1-3, 
LD-2-5 

 

10580 Papua New 
Guinea 

UNEP Integrated land management, 
restoration of degraded landscapes 
and natural capital assessment in the 
mountains of Papua New Guinea  

3.84 2.19 20.52 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-2, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-3 

10576 Global (Kenya, 
Guinea, 
Uzbekistan, 
Nicaragua) 

World Bank Food Systems, Land Use and 
Restoration (FOLUR) Impact Program- 
Addendum II 

28.55 4.77 213.68 IP FOLU 
 

10574 Mexico IFAD Mainstreaming Biodiversity in Rural 
Landscapes of Mexico  

9.78 1.79 69.00 LD-1-1 BD-1-1 

 
39 See also Annex 2 for additional LDCF funding. 
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GEF ID Country   Agency  Project Title GEF 
Financing
34 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing
35 

Co-
finance 

LDFA 
Focal 
Area 
Objecti
ves 

Other 
Focal 
Area 
Objectiv
es 

10572 Gambia IFAD Integrated Landscape Management 
Gambia (INLAMAG) Project 

5.15 4.70 28.21 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4, 
LD-2-5 

 

10562 Yemen40 FAO Resilient and sustainable livelihoods 
for rural Yemen  

7.68 1.97 71.00 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1, 
CCA-1, 
CCA-2 

10556 Guinea-Bissau IUCN Strengthening ecological connectivity 
in the Dulombi-Boé Tchetche complex 
(DTB) 

5.20 2.37 8.82 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-3, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7 

10545 Global UNEP Managing Peatlands in Mongolia and 
Enhancing the Resilience of Pastoral 
Ecosystems and Livelihoods of 
Nomadic Herders 

4.11 3.75 20.00 LD-1-4 
 

10541 Peru FAO Sustainable management and 
restoration of the Dry Forest of the 
Northern Coast of Peru 

8.38 0.56 53.66 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-2 

BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7 

10539 Viet Nam UNDP Sustainable Forest and Forest Land 
Management in Viet Nam’s Ba River 
Basin Landscape  

2.39 0.43 22.47 LD-1-2 BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7 

10538 Tunisia World Bank Oasis Landscape Sustainable 
Management project 

3.00 1.93 60.75 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1 

10537 Sri Lanka UNDP Partnerships and Innovative Financing 
to Mainstream Biodiversity and 
Sustainable Land Management in the 
Wet and Intermediate Climatic Zones  

4.38 1.22 28.00 LD-1-3 BD-1-1 

10533 China UNDP Restoration of Degraded Natural 
Forests and Soil Erosion Management 

3.27 2.98 27.33 LD-1-3, 
LD-2-5 

 
 

 
40 See also Annex 2 for additional LDCF funding. 
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GEF ID Country   Agency  Project Title GEF 
Financing
34 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing
35 

Co-
finance 

LDFA 
Focal 
Area 
Objecti
ves 

Other 
Focal 
Area 
Objectiv
es 

Improvement in Erosion-Prone 
Regions of China 

 
 
  

 
  

10532 Philippines UNDP Securing Long-Term Sustainability of 
Multi-functional Landscapes in Critical 
River Basins of the Philippines 

3.58 2.35 24.52 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1 

10528 Jordan FAO Achieving land degradation neutrality 
targets through restoration and 
sustainable management of degraded 
land in Northern Jordan 

4.38 4.00  26.00 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

 

10517 Tuvalu FAO Integrated Agro-ecosystem Approach 
for enhancing Livelihoods and Climate 
Resilience in Tuvalu 

2.59 2.36 6.26 LD-1-4, 
LD-2-5 

 

10510 Indonesia UNDP Seventh Operational Phase of the GEF 
Small Grants Programme in Indonesia 

3.90 0.44 4.48 LD-1-4 BD-1-1, 
BD-1-2a, 
CCM-1-4 

10504 Mexico UNDP Seventh Operational Phase of the GEF 
Small Grants Programme in Mexico 

4.90 0.29 9.49 LD-1-4 BD-1-1, 
CCM-1-1 

10499 Lao PDR World Bank Lao PDR Landscapes and Livelihoods 
Project 

8.06 2.73 50.00 LD-1-3, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7 

10462 Belarus UNDP Conservation of Wetland Biodiversity 
and Sustainable Management of 
Freshwater Ecosystems in the 
Western Dvina/Daugava 
Transboundary River Basin 

4.19 0.44 26.95 LD-2-5 BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7, 
IW-3-6 

10444 Mauritania IUCN Development of an integrated system 
to promote the natural capital in the 
drylands of Mauritania 

4.26 3.91 20.20 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4, 
LD-2-5 
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GEF ID Country   Agency  Project Title GEF 
Financing
34 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing
35 

Co-
finance 

LDFA 
Focal 
Area 
Objecti
ves 

Other 
Focal 
Area 
Objectiv
es 

10439 Tajikistan UNDP Conservation and Sustainable 
Management of High-Value Arid 
Ecosystems in the Lower Amu Darya 
Basin 

2.89 0.63 16.50 LD-1-2, 
LD-1-3, 
LD-1-4 

BD-1-1, 
BD-1-4, 
BD-2-7 

10416 Togo UNDP Sustainable Management of Drylands 
in Northern Togo 

5.96 4.01 9.48 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-3, 

BD-1-1 

10388 Regional UNEP Biodiversity conservation, sustainable 
land management and enhanced 
water security in Lake Tanganyika 
basin 

15.91 3.22 60.77 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4 

BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7, 
IW-3-6, 
IW-3-7 

10371 Madagascar FAO Biodiversity Conservation, Restoration 
and Integrated Sustainable 
Development of Mangoky sub-
watersheds 

8.03 5.47 32.80 LD-1-3 BD-1-1 

10369 Turkey FAO Strengthening the Conservation of 
Biodiversity and Sustainable 
Management of Forest Landscapes in 
Turkey’s Kazdaglari Region 

5.10 2.13 25.00 LD-1-2, 
LD-1-3 

BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7 

10309 Global CI Staying within Sustainable Limits: 
Advancing leadership of the private 
sector and cities 

2.18 0.20 4.21 LD-2-5 BD-3-8, 
CCM-3-8 

10222 Moldova FAO Enabling a policy environment for 
integrated natural resources 
management and   implementation of 
an integrated approach to achieve 
land degradation neutrality in 
Moldova 

1.82 1.66 5.03 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-2, 
LD-2-5 
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GEF ID Country   Agency  Project Title GEF 
Financing
34 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing
35 

Co-
finance 

LDFA 
Focal 
Area 
Objecti
ves 

Other 
Focal 
Area 
Objectiv
es 

10209 Kenya IFAD Eldoret-Iten Water Fund for Tropical 
Water Tower Conservation 

2.88 1.65 24.76 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-3, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1 

 

 

 

FY21 (Third Year of GEF-7)                        All amounts in $ million (rounded) 

GEF 
ID 

Country   Agency  Project Title GEF  
Financing 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing 

Co-finance LDFA 
Focal Area 
Objectives 

Other 
Focal Area 
Objectives 

10588 Panama FAO Sustainable land management and restoration 
of productive landscapes in river basins for the 
implementation of national targets of Land 
Degradation Neutrality (LDN) in Panama 

2.04 1.86 15.73 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

 

10617 Sri Lanka UNDP Seventh Operational Phase of the GEF Small 
Grants Program in Sri Lanka 

1.99 0.91 4.20 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-2, 
LD-1-3, 
LD-1-4 

BD-1-1 

10650 Moldova UNDP Conservation and sustainable management of 
wetlands with focus on high-nature value 
areas in the Prut River basin 

0.94 0.08 20.77 LD-1-4 BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7 

10671 Global FAO Enabling Activities for Implementing UNCCD 
COP Drought Decisions 

2.19 2.00 12.14 LD-EA 
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GEF 
ID 

Country   Agency  Project Title GEF  
Financing 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing 

Co-finance LDFA 
Focal Area 
Objectives 

Other 
Focal Area 
Objectives 

10634 Regional UNEP Harnessing the Great Green Wall Initiative 
(GGWI) for a Sustainable and Resilient Sahel 

2.19 2.00 19.51 LD-EA 
 

10633 Global UNEP Green Finance for Sustainable Landscapes 
Joint Initiative of the CPF (GF4SL) 

0.99 0.90 5.83 LD-EA 
 

10309 Global CI Staying within Sustainable Limits: Advancing 
leadership of the private sector and cities 

2.18 0.20 4.21 LD-2-5 BD-3-8, 
CCM-3-8 

10222 Moldova FAO Enabling a policy environment for integrated 
natural resources management and   
implementation of an integrated approach to 
achieve land degradation neutrality in 
Moldova 

1.82 1.66 5.03 LD-1-1,  
LD-1-2, 
LD-2-5 

 

10699 Myanmar UNDP Mainstreaming biodiversity conservation and 
restoring forest landscape connectivity in Bago 
Region, Myanmar 

7.78 0.86 29.13 LD-1-3 BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7 

10698 Solomon 
Islands 

UNDP Safeguarding Solomon Islands endemic and 
globally threatened biodiversity and 
ecosystem services from key threats, 
particularly invasive alien species and 
unsustainable land use practices (SAFE project) 

8.59 1.32 19.70 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1, 
BD-2-6 

10693 Pakistan FAO Combating land degradation through 
integrated and sustainable range and livestock 
management to promote resilient livelihoods 
in Northern Punjab 

2.39 2.18 13.10 LD-1-3, 
LD-1-1 

 

10692 Kyrgyz 
Republic 

UNDP Integrated Community-based Management of 
High Value Mountain Ecosystems in Southern 
Kyrgyzstan for Multiple Benefits 

2.89 0.87 14.50 LD-1-3, 
LD-1-4 

BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7 

10672 Iraq UNEP Promotion of Integrated Biodiversity 
Conservation and Land Degradation Neutrality 
in Highly Degraded Landscapes of Iraq 

4.96 2.77 25.50 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7 

10552 Sri Lanka IUCN Natural Capital Values of Coastal and Marine 
Ecosystems in Sri Lanka Integrated into 
Sustainable Development Planning  

2.89 0.002 16.75 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-2 

BD-1-1, 
BD-1-3 
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GEF 
ID 

Country   Agency  Project Title GEF  
Financing 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing 

Co-finance LDFA 
Focal Area 
Objectives 

Other 
Focal Area 
Objectives 

10718 Chile FAO Restoration of biodiversity and ecosystem 
services at the landscape scale on productive 
agroforestry areas and their natural 
environment 

6.21 2.77 32.00 LD-1-3 
 

10708 Azerbaijan FAO Towards a Land Degradation-Neutral 
Azerbaijan 

2.29 2.09 16.94 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

 

10702 Bangladesh UNDP Community-based Management of Tanguar 
Haor Wetland in Bangladesh 

4.43 1.31 17.20 LD-1-3 BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7 

10694 Bahamas UNEP Integrated Landscape Management for 
Addressing Land Degradation, Food Security 
and Climate Resilience Challenges in The 
Bahamas  

5.83 5.32 17.30 LD-1-4, 
LD-2-5 

 

10688 Benin41 UNDP Restoring and Enhancing the Value of 
Degraded Lands and Forest Ecosystems for 
Enhanced Climate Resilience in Benin 
(PIRVaTEFoD-Benin) 

5.00 4.56 37.29 LD-1-3, 
LD-2-5 

 CCA-2 

10687 Mali42 UNDP Climate security and sustainable management 
of natural resources in the central regions of 
Mali for peacebuilding 

2.89 2.63 28.80 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4, 
LD-2-5 

 CCA-1 

10678 Venezuela FAO Integrated management of multiple use 
landscapes and high conservation value forest 
for sustainable development of the 
Venezuelan Andean Region 

5.83 2.66 45.68 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4 

BD-1-1, 
BD-1-4 

10389 Madagascar UNEP Evaluation of Natural Capital to Support Land 
Use Planning, Improved management 
effectiveness of Terrestrial Protected Areas, 
deployment of SLM practices and Creation of 
Eco-Villages in Central Madagascar  

6.19 1.61 24.97 LD-1-4 BD-1-3, 
BD-2-7 

10723 Lesotho IFAD Regeneration of Livelihoods and Landscapes 
(ROLL) Project  

3.83 3.50 28.50 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4 

 

 
41 See also Annex 2 for additional LDCF funding. 
42 Ibid 
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GEF 
ID 

Country   Agency  Project Title GEF  
Financing 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing 

Co-finance LDFA 
Focal Area 
Objectives 

Other 
Focal Area 
Objectives 

10704 Philippines FAO Sustainable Management of Natural Resources 
towards Rehabilitation and Preservation of the 
Key Biodiversity Area along Bataan Province to 
Manila Bay 

2.99 0.88 15.50 LD-1-1 LD-1-4 

10655 Global UNDP GEF SGP 7th Operational Phase - Strategic 
Implementation using STAR Resources mainly 
in LDCs and SIDs (Part 3) 

44.96 9.32 44.96 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-2, 
LD-2-5 

  

10726 Global 
(Madagascar) 

World Bank Food Systems, Land Use and Restoration 
(FOLUR) Impact Program- Addendum III 

10.76 0.84 65.00    IP FOLU 

10627 Bolivia FAO Programme to sustainably manage and restore 
land and biodiversity in the Guadalquivir Basin 

1.70 1.55 12.25 LD-1-1 
 

10643 Georgia UNEP Low Carbon Solutions through Nature Based 
Urban Development for Kutaisi City  

1.15 0.17 12.70 LD-1-4 CCM-1-2 

10637 Regional IUCN Restoration Challenge Grant Platform for 
Smallholders and Communities, with 
Blockchain-Enabled Crowdfunding 

2.18 2.00 0.85 LD-1-3 
 

10757 Indonesia UNIDO Maintaining and Enhancing Water Yield 
through Land and Forest Rehabilitation 
(MEWLAFOR) 

1.94 1.77 15.53 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-3 

 

10806 Global UNEP Global Support Programme III: Strengthening 
Capacities of Country Parties for UNCCD 
Monitoring and Reporting 

2.19 2.00 0.54 LD-EA 
 

10608 Cameroon FAO Enabling Land Degradation Neutrality and 
mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions in 
Cameroon’s Sudano-Sahelian agro-ecological 
zone 

2.19 2.00 18.71 LD-2-5 
 

10792 Somalia43 IFAD Adaptive Agriculture and Rangeland 
Rehabilitation Project (A2R2) - Somalia 

8.76 2.24 21.00 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-4, 
CCA-1, 
CCA-3 

 
43 See also Annex 2 for additional LDCF funding. 
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GEF 
ID 

Country   Agency  Project Title GEF  
Financing 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing 

Co-finance LDFA 
Focal Area 
Objectives 

Other 
Focal Area 
Objectives 

10789 Eritrea44 FAO Building Community Based Integrated and 
Climate Resilient Natural Resources 
Management and Enhancing Sustainable 
Livelihood in the South-Eastern Escarpments 
and Adjacent Coastal Areas of Eritrea 

7.27 4.24 19.29 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1, 
CCA-1, 
CCA-2 

10769 Niue UNEP Robust sustainable tourism and agriculture 
sectors in Niue supported by biodiversity 
mainstreaming and sustainable land 
management 

3.83 1.27 20.21 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1 

10713 Timor Leste45 UNEP Adapting to climate change and enabling 
sustainable land management through 
productive rural communities in Timor-Leste  

3.91 3.57 2.30 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4, 
LD-2-5 

CCA-1, 
CCA-2 

10695 Eswatini UNEP Restoration of ecosystems, integrated natural 
resource management and promotion of SLM 
in Mbuluzi River Basin of Eswatini 

4.28 1.91 25.76 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4 

BD-2-7 

10676 North 
Macedonia 

UNEP Biodiversity conservation, sustainable land 
management and sustainable tourism 
development in North Macedonia 

4.05 1.77 14.10 LD-1-1, 
LD-1-4, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1, 
BD-1-3 

10384 Senegal FAO Land Degradation Neutrality for biodiversity 
conservation, food security and resilient 
livelihoods in the Peanut Basin and Eastern 
Senegal (Dékil Souf) 

6.33 4.63 32.80 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1 

 

 

 

 

 
44 Ibid 
45 Ibid 
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FY22 (Fourth Year of GEF-7)                                                                                                                                     All amounts in $ million (rounded) 

GEF 
ID 

Country   Agency  Project Title GEF  
Financing 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing 

Co-finance LDFA 
Focal Area 
Objectives 

Other 
Focal Area 
Objectives 

10732 Turkey FAO Sustainable and Integrated Water Resource 
Management in Gediz River Basin in Turkey 

1.25 0.51 6.87 LD-2-5 BD-1-1 

10814 Serbia FAO Enabling environment at policy, field and 
market levels for Forest Landscape Restoration 
(FLR) to achieve Land Degradation Neutrality 
(LDN) in Serbia  

0.81 0.74 3.18 LD-1-3, 
LD-2-5 

 

10819 Turkey FAO Enhancement of agro-ecological management 
system through promoting ecosystem-
oriented food production 

0.77 0.70 6.00 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

 

10830 Bosnia-
Herzegovina 

UNEP Creating an Enabling Environment to Support 
LDN Target Implementation Through 
Strengthening Capacities and Establishing an 
LDN Monitoring and Reporting System in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

0.94 0.86 6.56 LD-2-5 
 

10876 India UNDP Sustainable Management and Restoration of 
Degraded Landscapes for Achieving Land 
Degradation Neutrality (LDN) in India  

7.22 6.60 46.20 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

 

10870 South Sudan UNEP Promoting Sustainable Approaches to 
Ecosystem Conservation in the Imatong 
landscape of South Sudan 

3.83 0.86 15.00 LD-1-4 BD-2-7 

10869 Mexico UNEP Promoting sustainability in the agave-mezcal 
value chain through restoration and integrated 
management of biocultural landscapes in 
Oaxaca 

4.93 2.25 43.72 LD-1-3, 
LD-1-4 

BD-2-7, 
BD-1-1 

10865 Regional UNDP Supporting Sustainable Inclusive Blue 
Economy Transformation in AIO SIDS 

9.85 1.89 63.27 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

IW-1-1, 
IW-1-2, 
IW-1-3 

10863 Cabo Verde FAO Towards Land Degradation Neutrality for 
Improved Equity, Sustainability, and Resilience 

2.39 2.18 7.52 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 
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GEF 
ID 

Country   Agency  Project Title GEF  
Financing 

LDFA 
Project 
Financing 

Co-finance LDFA 
Focal Area 
Objectives 

Other 
Focal Area 
Objectives 

10862 Marshall 
Islands 

FAO Sustainable food systems and integrated 
land/seascape management in the Marshall 
Islands 

2.30 1.36 6.03 LD-1-1 BD-1-1 

10858 Micronesia UNDP Securing Climate-Resilient Sustainable Land 
Management and Progress Towards Land 
Degradation Neutrality in the Federated States 
of Micronesia 

5.64 4.65 33.14 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1 

10854 Armenia UNDP Conservation and Sustainable Management of 
Land Resources and High Value Ecosystems in 
Lake Sevan Basin for Multiple Benefits 

3.94 1.42 26.47 LD-1-4 BD-1-1, 
BD-2-7 

10816 Global IUCN Sustainable investments for large-scale 
rangeland restoration (STELARR) 

2.18 2.00 3.85 LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 
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ANNEX 2: LAND DEGRADATION-RELEVANT PROJECTS APPROVED UNDER OTHER FUNDING WINDOWS IN THE REPORTING PERIOD 

All amounts in $ million (rounded) 

GEF ID Country Agency Project Title Total GEF 
Financing 46 
 

Co-finance LD Focal Area 
Objectives47 

Other Focal 
Area 

Objectives 

Non-grant Instrument (NGI) Projects 

10336 Regional IADB Agtech for inclusion and sustainability: 
SP Ventures' Regional Fund 
(Agventures II)    

5.45 

 

55.00 

 

LD-1-1 CCM-2-6,   
CW-1-2,  

10322 Global CI The Food Securities Fund: A fund to 
finance sustainable supply chains at 
scale in Emerging Markets 

15.00 

 

773.25 

 

LD-1-1, 
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1,        
CCM-2-6,      
CCM-2-7 

10497 Global CI AGRI3 A Forest Conservation and 
Sustainable Agriculture Fund for 
Developing Countries 

15.00 146.00 

 

LD-1-1,  
LD-1-2,  
LD-1-3 

BD-1-1,        
CCM-2-6 

10500 Global CI Livelihoods Carbon Fund 3 (LCF3) 15.00 

 

111.03 

 

LD-1-1,  
LD-1-2,  
LD-1-3 

BD-1-1 

10852 Regional CAF Green Finance & Sustainable 
Agriculture in the Dry Forest Ecoregion 
of Ecuador and Peru 

6.65 

 

68.20 

 

LD-1-1 BD-1-1 

 

 

 
46 This column includes total non-grant GEF Financing. 
47 While not receiving any specific Land Degradation Focal Area funding, these projects will contribute to LD related targets. 
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GEF ID Country Agency Project Title LDCF 
Finance 
48 

Co-
finance 

LD Focal Area 
Objectives 

Other Focal 
Area 

Objectives 

Multi-Trust Fund Projects 

10362 Mali FAO Resilient, productive and sustainable 
landscapes in Mali’s Kayes Region 

2.48 30.94 LD-1-1,  
LD-1-4,  
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1,        
CCA-1 

10418 Tanzania AfDB Building resilience through sustainable 
land management and climate change 
adaptation in Dodoma 

4.11 215.21 LD-1-4 CCA-1,         
CCA-2 

10415 Vanuatu UNDP Adaptation to Climate Change in the 
Coastal Zone in Vanuatu – Phase II 
(VCAP II)  

7.32 58.82 LD-1-1,  
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1,         
BD-2-7, CCA-1, 
CCA-2, CCA-3 

10178 South Sudan UNDP Watershed approaches for climate 
resilience in agro-pastoral landscapes 

9.27 29.50 LD-1-1 CCA-1,       
CCA-2 

10562 Yemen FAO Resilient and sustainable livelihoods for 
rural Yemen  

9.81 71.00 LD-1-1,  
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1,       
CCA-1,        
CCA-2 

10688 Benin UNDP Restoring and Enhancing the Value of 
Degraded Lands and Forest Ecosystems 
for Enhanced Climate Resilience in 
Benin (PIRVaTEFoD-Benin) 

4.89 37.29 LD-1-3, 
LD-2-5 

CCA-2 

 
48 This column includes LDCF Financing plus Agency Fees. It does not include PPG and PPG Fees. 
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GEF ID Country Agency Project Title LDCF 
Finance 
48 

Co-
finance 

LD Focal Area 
Objectives 

Other Focal 
Area 

Objectives 

10687 Mali UNDP Climate security and sustainable 
management of natural resources in 
the central regions of Mali for 
peacebuilding 

5.33 28.80 LD-1-1, LD-1-4, 
LD-2-5 

 CCA-1 

10792 Somalia IFAD Adaptive Agriculture and Rangeland 
Rehabilitation Project (A2R2) - Somalia 

9.80 21.00 LD-1-1,  
LD-2-5 

BD-1-4,       
CCA-1,       
CCA-3 

 

10789 Eritrea FAO Building Community Based Integrated 
and Climate Resilient Natural Resources 
Management and Enhancing 
Sustainable Livelihood in the South-
Eastern Escarpments and Adjacent 
Coastal Areas of Eritrea 

9.81 19.29 LD-1-1,  
LD-2-5 

BD-1-1,       
CCA-1,       
CCA-2  

10713 Timor Leste UNEP Adapting to climate change and 
enabling sustainable land management 
through productive rural communities 
in Timor-Leste  

6.86 2.30 LD-1-1,  
LD-1-4,  
LD-2-5 

CCA-1,       
CCA-2 
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ANNEX 3: BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF APPROVED PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS 

LDFA Approved Projects and Programs, FY20  

10230 Global: Strengthening Land Degradation Neutrality data and decision-making through 
free and open access platforms (CI)  
As a follow up to the Land Degradation Monitoring Project under GEF-6, this project will seek to 
provide improved methods for assessing land degradation and understanding the socio-
economic conditions of vulnerable communities in affected areas, through the integration of 
free and open platforms to support country level reporting to the UNCCD. Through this effort it 
will support the 2021-2022 reporting process to the UNCCD by signatory countries and to 
Sustainable Development Goal 15.3 in the form of technology development and deployment as 
well as capacity building. Notable expected results of the project will be the availability of high 
spatial resolution (10-30m) datasets through Trends.Earth, global drought and early warning 
datasets and support the capacity building of UNCCD signatory countries through the provision 
of online training courses on integrated assessments of land degradation, planning for LDN, and 
monitoring. 
 
 
10412 Zambia: Sustainable Luangwa: Securing Luangwa's Water Resources for Shared 
Socioeconomic and Environmental Benefits through Integrated Catchment Management 
(WWF-US). This project in Zambia will reduce the key threats to the Luangwa upper sub-
catchment for the purpose of protecting the free-flowing Luangwa River, as well as the land, 
the ecosystem services, and the biodiversity that the watershed contains. The Luangwa River is 
one of the major tributaries of the Zambezi River and one of the four major rivers of the 
country. The Luangwa River is an essential source of water for the adjacent population (1.8 
million people). The project will result in the creation of the Luangwa Water Resource 
Protection Area (25,000 ha) and the improved Management effectiveness of the Mafinga Hills 
National Forest Reserve (15,500 ha), a Category VI protected area rich in biodiversity and forms 
part of the Eastern Afromontane biodiversity hotspot. In addition, there will be 300 ha of forest 
land restored and 40,000 ha of landscapes under sustainable land management in production 
systems. 

 

10381 Nepal: Enhancing Capacity for Sustainable Management of Forests, Land and 
Biodiversity in the Eastern Hills (ECSM FoLaBi EH) (FAO). This project will deliver multiple 
biodiversity and sustainable livelihood benefits through adaptive, collaborative forest 
conservation, management, and restoration in the Middle hill landscapes of far eastern 
(Province One), Nepal. GEF incremental support will build on ongoing investments by local 
governments and civil society in forest management and conservation. It will mainstream 
biodiversity conservation and sustainable land use into local level planning and production 
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practices through three components: instruments and capacities for biodiversity-sensitive 
landscape planning; knowledge management, monitoring and adaptive management; and 
implementation of community-based conservation and sustainable production, management, 
and restoration practice. The project will result in 25,000 ha of Forest and Forest Land restored 
40,000 ha (within 200 Community Forest User Groups) of landscapes under improved 
management to benefit biodiversity, 15,000 ha of sustainable land management in production 
systems, 35,000 ha of High Conservation Value Forest (HCVF) loss avoided; 3.0 million tCO2eq 
mitigated, and 150,000 (male: 75,000, female: 75,000) people will benefit. 

 

10367 Uzbekistan: Sustainable Forest and Rangelands Management in the Dryland 
Ecosystems of Uzbekistan. This project seeks to promote SLM/SFM and landscape restoration 
for achieving LDN commitments of Uzbekistan. In addition to anthropogenic drivers such as 
agriculture, and natural occurrences such as climate change, key barriers such as institutional 
weaknesses, lack of scientific knowledge and data and lack awareness at all levels on the 
importance of ecosystems services exacerbate the pressure on increasingly stressed 
ecosystems with the most degraded areas being the Bukhara and Navoi region and in the 
lowlands of the Amu Darya and Syr Darya river basins. The proposed project will assist in 
averting the effects of these systemic issues by strengthening the enabling environment for 
LDN monitoring and target- setting, demonstrating the LDN approach and scaling out of SLM/ 
SFM practices in Bukhara-Navoi landscape, and implementing project monitoring, evaluation 
and knowledge management systems and practices. The expected global environment benefits 
include 225,000 ha of land under improved management, 13,000 ha of land restored, 6.1 
million tCO2eq avoided and direct benefit to 1,200 persons. 

 

10365 Armenia: Implementation of Armenia's LDN commitments through sustainable land 
management and restoration of degraded landscapes (FAO). This project in Armenia, will 
support the country’s efforts to implement the voluntary land degradation neutrality (LDN) 
targets under the UNCCD. The project will follow a landscape approach integrating different 
sectors, involving stakeholders, and working at different scales. The project will work to 
formulate comprehensive land use planning to rationalize land use in a way that addresses 
interconnectedness and tradeoffs across multiple ecosystems, promote good governance to 
align policy directives at the national and sub-national level, and promote innovations in 
sustainable land management (SLM). This will include the development of two cross-sectoral 
policies covering environment, forestry, agriculture, rural development, and knowledge 
development/transfer. Furthermore, Armenia’s Land Code will be strengthened, and a new law 
related to LDN will be developed. In addition, two integrated land management plans will be 
developed to support the restoration of 4,000 ha of degraded grasslands, which will result in 
sequestration of 0.49 million tCO2eq. The project will bring in total 56,000 ha of land under SLM 
practices, directly benefit 2,500 people. 
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10362 Mali: Resilient, Productive and Sustainable Landscapes in Mali's Kayes Region (FAO). 
This project seeks to address the vicious circle between low agricultural productivity, 
degradation of natural resources, lack of income-generating options, and lack of adaptive 
capacity of rural productive sectors, in the Kayes region of Mali, especially the surroundings of 
the Bafing sanctuary and the Boucle du Baoule reserve. It aims to promote innovations in 
governance, production, and finance to reduce the vulnerability of the small-holder agro-
silvopastoral food systems and livelihoods, reversing land degradation and halting the loss of 
globally significant biodiversity in fragile landscapes of the Kayes region. The project will 
strengthen governance for climate-adapted agro-silvo-pastoral food systems and sustainably 
managed productive landscapes, develop and implement integrated sustainable landscape 
management plans and demonstrate innovative production practices and approaches, improve 
finance for and investment into climate change adapted livelihoods and sources of income of 
vulnerable agro-sylvo-pastoral communities, and implement knowledge management and out 
scaling. The project targets 30,500 ha of production land under improved and climate resilient 
management and 33,000 beneficiaries, 50 percent of which are women. 

 

10360 Egypt: Seventh Operational Phase of the GEF Small Grants Programme in Egypt 
(UNDP). This project will enable communities and organizations in Greater Cairo, Fayoum, 
Delta, and Upper Egypt landscapes to take collective action to build social, economic, and socio-
ecological resilience of their production landscapes through a participatory landscape planning 
and management approach. The importance of the landscapes selected reside in the severe 
environmental problems, particularly pollution in the Cairo region, the existence of two 
significant protected areas: Wadi Degla and Petrified Forest and the presence of the largest 
deltas in the world. It also includes the Mediterranean coastline, which due to climate-induced 
sea-level rise (SLR), faces increased salinity, negative impacts on agriculture and erosion of 
coastal lagoons. The project will support multi-functional land-use systems, integrated agro- 46 
ecological practices, eco-friendly small-scale community enterprises and will improve market 
access and the development, demonstration, and financing of renewable and energy efficient 
technologies and mitigation options at community level. Besides small grants, the project will 
also work in the broader context of providing training, capacity building and advocacy for 
individuals and organizations to improve value chains, influence public policies and advocate for 
rights to land and territory. 

 

10359 Kenya: Seventh Operational Phase of the GEF Small Grants Programme in Kenya 
(UNDP). This project will enable communities and organizations to take collective action to 
enhance and maintain socio-ecological resilience of three landscapes and seascapes, – the 
World Heritage Site of the Kenya Lakes System in the Great Rift Valley, the marine ecosystem of 
Southern Kenya in Kwale County, and the arid rangelands of northern Kenya. These 
landscapes/seascapes are recognized globally for their biodiversity importance and have been 
selected through a participatory process with communities and civil society as well as the 
government. The project will support integrated agro-ecological practices; the development of 
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eco-friendly, climate adaptive, small-scale community enterprises with clear market linkages; 
and will support multistakeholder governance platforms for improved governance of target 
landscapes and seascapes for effective participatory decision making to enhance socio-
ecological landscape resiliency. The project will build on experiences and lessons learned in GEF 
6 and will continue to support the upscaling of activities currently being implemented by local 
communities. 

 

10356 Uzbekistan: Conservation and Sustainable Management of Lakes, Wetlands, and 
Riparian Corridors as Pillars of a Resilient and Land Degradation Neutral Aral Basin Landscape 
Supporting Sustainable Livelihoods (UNDP). This project in Uzbekistan will enhance the 
resilience and sustainability of landscapes and livelihoods in the Aral basin, and progress 
towards Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN), through integrated management of land, lake, 
wetland, and riparian ecosystems, with the engagement of private sector and local 
communities. The project is designed in accordance with the key LDN objectives to increase 
resilience of landscapes to improve their productivity and ensure sustainable delivery of 
ecosystem services. As a long-term solution, the Government of Uzbekistan is shifting from 
cotton-based agriculture with models integrated natural resource use practices that are 
biodiversity friendly and support healthy soil and vegetation. The project will provide for 
improved water management for 670,000 ha of irrigated arable and pastureland and offer SLM 
models for at least 100,000 ha of pastures and forest land. Biodiversity benefits are associated 
with the improved protection and management status on 900,000 ha of key biodiversity areas 
(KBA), expansion of the protected area (PA) estate by 3,194,000 ha covering six KBAs and 
strengthening the management effectiveness of the 1,129,029 ha of existing PAs. 

 

10352 Turkmenistan: Conservation and Sustainable Management of Land Resources and High 
Nature Value Ecosystems in the Aral Sea Basin for Multiple Benefits (UNDP). This project will 
promote land degradation neutrality, restore, and improve the use of land and water resources 
in Turkmenistan’s Amu Darya watershed and enhance the sustainability and resilience of 
livelihoods and globally significant ecosystems. The project aims to put the diverse types of on-
the-ground management practices in place that are necessary for an integrated approach to 
landscape management: efficient water management, sustainable and biodiversity friendly land 
management for arable land, pastures, and effective protected area management. The project 
will make a targeted set of investments for selected existing protected areas (PA) addressing 
their most important needs and improving their management effectiveness by supporting 
management planning, including financial gap analysis and business planning, as well as 
monitoring and research capacities. The project will improve management in 600,000 ha of 
protected areas, restore 60,000 ha of land, bring 760,000 ha of landscape under improved 
practices, generate 2.0 million tCO2eq in carbon benefits, and benefit 5,000 people. 
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10346 El Salvador: El Salvador Integrated Landscape Management and Restoration (World 
Bank). This project will restore land and promote sustainable management practices at 
landscape level in the El Imposible-Barra de Santiago Conservation Area, located on the 
southwest part of El Salvador, where the environmental challenges and tensions with the 
agricultural sector are 41 particularly acute. The project area hosts the highest concentration of 
biodiversity in the country but is affected by severe land degradation due to the development 
of unsustainable agriculture practices. The Project will contribute to strengthen the governance 
and technical capacities for natural resource management at a landscape scale; enhance the 
capacities to transfer and apply sustainable production practices through strengthening 
extension services; assist the sugar cane producers to move to sustainable production systems; 
and use innovative approaches to leverage financial resources to facilitate and scale-up the 
conservation and restoration of ecosystems and their services. The project is expected to 
restore close to 3,000 ha of agriculture and forest lands and mangroves, develop sustainable 
land management in production systems over 1,500 ha and mitigate the emission of around 
0.43 million tCO2eq. Small farmers will directly benefit from the project. 

 

10170 Algeria: Integrated Forest and Biodiversity Management for Sustainable Development 
in the Biban Mountain Range (FAO). This project in Algeria aims at conserving and sustainably 
manage the natural resources of the forested ecosystems of the Biban mountain range. The 
forests of northern Algeria provide a range of environmental goods and services, including the 
provision of food, medicine, construction material, energy, recreational value, cultural goods, 
and the conservation of biodiversity with potential for eco-tourism. The targeted area within 
the Biban mountain range includes two adjacent communes that have high patrimonial and 
historical value with rich cultural traditions. They have considerable water resources, significant 
forest cover, large areas of agriculture and rangelands, and are both renowned for the quality 
of their agricultural products. By project end, 32,000 ha, including 16,000 ha of forest, 6,000 ha 
of rangeland and 10,000 ha of agricultural ecosystems will be brought into sustainable 
management regimes, thereby reducing land degradation, and securing the conservation of the 
land and water resources as well as ecosystem functioning. Approximately 19,500 individuals 
will benefit by adopting nature-based income-generating activities. 
 
 
10161 Nauru: Ecosystem Restoration and Sustainable Land Management to Improve 
Livelihoods and Protect Biodiversity in Nauru (UNEP). This project seeks to achieve land 
degradation neutrality and improve ecosystem services in Nauru through integrated landscape 
management, conservation, and sustainable use of biodiversity. Nauru is approximately 6 
kilometers long and 4 kilometers wide with a land area of only 21 square kilometers (2,100 ha), 
making it one of the smallest independent nations in the world. The country has experienced 
disturbances to its terrestrial and marine environments due to mining which as occurred on 80 
percent of the land area. Various political, socio-economic, and institutional barriers currently 
hinder Nauru’s capacity to attain conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and land 
degradation neutrality. The project will focus on strengthening policy and institutional capacity 
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for sustainable land management and biodiversity conservation; rehabilitation and restoration 
of degraded land; conservation and sustainable use of Nauru’s remaining forests including 
drafting legislation for the creation of a new terrestrial protected area in Anibare Bay; and 
scaling up towards land degradation neutrality and biodiversity conservation including setting 
up national LDN targets. Expected GEBs include rehabilitation of 500 ha of land (25 percent of 
the land area of the country), improved management of 100 ha of remaining pockets of land 
cover through SFM, deliver climate co-benefits by mitigating the equivalent of over 16,000 
tCO2eq and directly benefit 500 people. 
 
 
10420 Niger: Promoting Sustainable Agricultural Production and Conservation of Key 
Biodiversity Species through Land Restoration and Efficient Use of Ecosystems in the Dallol 
Bosso and Surrounding Areas (PROSAP/COKEBIOS) (IFAD/UNEP). This project in Niger aims to 
address ecosystem degradation for biodiversity and climate change impacts in a fragile and 
important landscape, dominated by tiger bush. The project objective is to strengthen national, 
regional, and municipal capacity and actions to implement an integrated ecosystem 
management approach in the Dallol Bosso landscape in Niger, one of the priority landscapes for 
Land Degradation Neutrality in Niger. The project is composed of the four following 
components to: enhance national capacity for LDN implementation; improve biodiversity 
conservation and land restoration actions in the Dallol Bosso landscape (management plans for 
the Giraffe zone and the Hippo Sanctuary, alternative income generating activities for land 
restoration); promote improved production practices of key selected agricultural value chains; 
and create an enabling capacity environment at local level to manage post-harvest losses. This 
GEF project aims to produce multiple benefits with almost 70,000 ha of terrestrial protected 
areas created or under improved management, 25,000 ha of landscapes restored, and more 
than 70,000 ha under Sustainable Land Management. The project will benefit 300,000 people, 
of which 50 percent are women. 
 
 
10418 Tanzania: Building Resilience through Sustainable Land Management and Climate 
Change Adaptation in Dodoma (AfDB). This project will improve resilience and avoid land 
degradation in the Dodoma metropolitan area, the rapidly expanding new capital region of 
Tanzania. The project will be unique in combining resilience and land degradation issues in an 
urban environment. It aims to target systemic drivers of land degradation and climate 
vulnerability such as urban sprawl, informal small-scale mining, deforestation, and water 45 
contamination. It will facilitate integrated urban planning using geospatial mapping and will 
strengthen the Dodoma Master Plan with integrated plans for land use, water, and flood 
management by duly factoring in climate risks. It will restore degraded land in the surrounding 
rural and per-urban areas using land management practices and will disincentivize informal 
small-scale mining by creating alternate livelihood opportunities for urban poor. The project 
will strengthen building design codes and standards to make them climate resilient and will also 
improve policies and regulations related to sustainable excavation of building materials and 
construction practices. The project will bring 75,000 ha of land under improved and climate 
resilient management and benefit 408,000 people, of which 50 percent are women, and. The 
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project will be built on significant urban infrastructure investment by the AfDB for potential 
transformational impact. 
 
10415 Vanuatu: Adaptation to Climate Change in the Coastal Zone in Vanuatu – Phase II 
(VCAP II) (UNDP). This project will build on the lessons learned from the first phase of the 
project to deliver integrated approaches to community adaptation and the management of 
landscapes and protected and marine areas. The project will target all six provinces of this 
highly vulnerable LDC SIDS, focusing on the Area Council and local levels to support biodiversity 
surveys and management plans, measures to mitigate illegal and unsustainable species use, 
SLM measures in priority locations, and climate-smart model farms. It will mainstream climate 
change adaptation, biodiversity conservation, SLM and LDN within national and local policies 
and decision-making processes. In addition, it will climate-proof selected water provision and 
public conveyance infrastructure, and evacuation facilities, in priority areas of the coastal zone. 
It will also support automated systems for real time monitoring of climate-related hazards and 
timely release of early warnings. Finally, it will build capacity of relevant stakeholders and 
ensure best practices are captured and shared. This project will bring 36,620 ha of terrestrial 
protected area and 2,672 ha of marine protected area under improved management for 
conservation, will restore 6,000 ha of degraded land, bring 4,000 ha under sustainable land 
management and 15,000 ha of land under climate-resilient management, and directly benefit 
272,459 people. 
 
 
10397 Global (Brazil, India, Nigeria, Paraguay, Uganda): Food Systems, Land Use and 
Restoration (FOLUR) Impact Program Addendum (World Bank/UNEP/FAP). This Impact 
Program was approved by the 56th Council in June 2019. The global program originally included 
18 countries across five continents. This supplemental program submission includes an 
additional five country projects in three continents—Brazil, India, Nigeria, Paraguay, and 
Uganda, bringing the total country projects to 23. The objective of the FOLUR IP is “to promote 
sustainable, integrated landscapes and efficient food value and supply chains at scale.” The 
FOLUR IP outlines how GEF-7 financing will support a system-wide approach that brings 
together strategies and stakeholders through both horizontal (interventions with actors within 
landscapes, policy reform, governance strengthening, etc.) and vertical (food value and supply 
chain commitments and financing) dimensions. The IP will build a global coalition that engages 
key stakeholders in the major food systems and supply chains, including existing platforms such 
as the Food and Land Use coalition (FOLU), Tropical Forest Alliance (TFA), Consumer Goods 
Forum, Bonn Challenge, and others, to work collectively with countries toward achieving 
sustainability. 45. The five additional countries represent an important expansion in the 
coverage of globally important geographies and commodities such as soy and beef landscapes 
as well as palm oil, cocoa, and coffee. The expected global environment benefits include more 
than 2,304,000 ha of land restored, 41,820,000 ha of landscapes under improved practices, 
287.9 million tCO2eq of greenhouse gas emissions mitigated, reduction in 3,033 MT of 
chemicals of global concern and more than 7,000,000 beneficiaries.  
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10393 Bolivia: Strengthening the Integral and Sustainable Management of Biodiversity and 
Forests by Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities in Fragile Ecosystems of the Dry 
Forests of the Bolivia Chaco (FAO). This project will increase and scale up the local adoption of 
the national strategy for Biodiversity and Forests sustainable management. The project will 
target the dry forests of the Bolivian Chaco, which is home to many indigenous people and local 
communities, habitat of an abundant and rich biodiversity, but where severe environmental 
degradation occurs through notably an increasing deforestation and massive wildfires. The 
improvement of management practices on the ground and the facilitated commercialization of 
the production from the indigenous peoples and local communities are at the core of the 
project strategy. The project is expected to restore 1,200 ha of agriculture land, implement 
8,000 ha of sustainable land management in production systems and provide 100,000 ha of 
landscapes under improved management to benefit biodiversity. 
 
 
10391 Global (Argentina, Brazil, China, Costa Rica, India, Indonesia, Morocco, Rwanda, Sierra 
Leone): Sustainable Cities Impact Program (UNEP/ADB/UNDP/World Bank). This Impact 
Program seeks to promote transformational shift in urban development by supporting cities to 
pursue integrated urban planning for impactful development outcomes with global 
environmental benefits. The proposed approach builds from the Integrated Approach Pilot (IAP) 
program launched in GEF-6 and targets systemic drivers of environmental degradation in cities 
and emphasizes a comprehensive approach to tackling them for long-term sustainability and 
resilience. Building on the GEF-6 Cities IAP, the SCIP maintains a two-tiered approach, that 
brings together investments for more integrated sustainable cities in 23 cities across 9 
countries, with a global knowledge sharing and learning platform, to build momentum, raise 
ambitions, secure commitments, and implement integrated solutions on the ground that 
require new behaviors by all actors. The program will promote vertical integration across 
multiple levels of urban governance and horizontal integration across energy, water, transport, 
waste, and housing sectors for holistic impact at city level. The expected GEBs include over 
225,000 ha of terrestrial protected areas created or under improved management, more than 
1,600 ha of marine protected areas created or under improved management, close to 7,000 ha 
of land restored, over 1,000,000 ha of landscapes under improved practices (excluding 
protected areas), more than 3,100 ha of marine habitat under improved practices to benefit 
biodiversity (excluding protected areas), 174.4 million tCO2eq of greenhouse gas emissions 
mitigated and 40 million direct beneficiaries. 
 
 
10178 South Sudan: Watershed Approaches for Climate Resilience in Agro-pastoral 
Landscapes (UNDP/UNIDO). This project in South Sudan will build resilience to climate change 
risks among agricultural and pastoral communities in the Western Flood Plain agro-ecological 
zone. This zone has particularly elevated levels of food insecurity and increasing warming trend. 
The project will develop and train practitioners in implementing a set of strategies, policies, and 
guidance materials to integrate climate resilience practices in agriculture and natural resource 
management practices. It will also implement a set of adaptation actions for climate resilient 
food production, processing, and associated livelihoods in South Sudan’s cross-border areas 
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with Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya, and Uganda. Moreover, it will support communities in micro-
watersheds to reduce climate impacts through improved natural management and restoration 
practices. The project will generate Global Environmental Benefits of 15,000 ha of land under 
climate resilient management and directly benefit 75,000 people (40,000 female). 
 
 
10469 Nepal: Restoring the degraded watershed and livelihoods of Lakhandei river basin 
through Sustainable Land Management (IUCN). The project objective is to strengthen 
institutions and mechanisms to accelerate progress in the achievement of land degradation 
neutrality in Nepal. Targeting Lakhandei, a priority watershed in the country, the benefits will 
also be generated through piloting and scaling of SLM options in productive landscapes to 
deliver on ecosystems benefits to both livelihoods and biodiversity. The global environment 
benefits that project will contribute are, improved provision of agro-ecosystem and forest 
ecosystem goods and services; mitigated/avoided greenhouse gas emissions and increased 
carbon sequestration in production landscapes; conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity in productive landscapes; and reduced pollution and siltation of international 
waters. Specific core indicator targets that have been set are: 8,500 ha under restoration, 4,300 
ha under SLM to benefit biodiversity, and 38,000 tCO2eq. The project will benefit approximately 
68,000 beneficiaries. 
 
 
10580 Papua New Guinea: Integrated land management, restoration of degraded landscapes 
and natural capital assessment in the mountains of Papua New Guinea (UNEP). This project 
seeks to achieve biodiversity conservation and land degradation neutrality (LDN) through 
integrated landscape management and natural capital assessment in the Southern Highlands 
and Hela Provinces of Papua New Guinea, which house Six Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) 
totaling 374,500 ha. The project will work on strengthening the enabling environment to 
support the flow of ecosystem goods and services and achieve land degradation neutrality, by 
improving the policy and legal framework for integration of natural capital valuation (NCV) into 
land use planning. At the landscape level, the project will engage in piloting sustainable finance 
mechanisms for LDN and implementation of sustainable land and forest management 
(SLM/SFM) practices in mountain landscapes. The project will also engage in training for small 
businesses on the integration of NCV and document project best practices to share through a 
national database to enable scale up. The project aims to restore 50,000 ha of degraded forests 
through SFM and agroforestry, improve the management of 50,000 ha land through SLM, 
deliver climate co-benefits by mitigating the equivalent of 733,333 tCO2eq over the project 
lifetime, directly benefiting 50,000 people. 
 
 
10576 Global (Kenya, Guinea, Uzbekistan, Nicaragua): Food Systems, Land Use and 
Restoration (FOLUR) Impact Program 2nd Addendum (FAO). This Impact Program was 
approved by the 56th Council in June 2019. Following an addendum at the 57th Council in 
December 2019 to add 5 new countries, this supplemental program submission adds an 
additional four country projects in three continents—Guinea, Nicaragua, Kenya and Uzbekistan. 
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This brings the total FOLUR program to 27 country projects. The objective of the FOLUR IP is “to 
promote sustainable, integrated landscapes and efficient food value and supply chains at 
scale.” The additional countries will complement the existing focus on value chains related to 
coffee, maize, wheat. The program level expected global environment benefits include more 
than 2,387,000 ha of land restored, over 42,954,000 ha of landscapes under improved 
practices, 304.6 million tCO2eq GHG mitigated, and a total of 7,105,000 beneficiaries.  
 
 
10533 China: Degraded Natural Forest Use Land Restoration and Management in Typical 
Water and Solid Erosion of China (UNDP). The project has the objective to mainstream Forest 
Landscape Restoration (FLR) and Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) for improving flows of 
ecosystems services of degraded Natural Forest Use Land (NFUL) in soil erosion-prone regions 
of China. The project will introduce and promote new concepts and best management practices 
to accomplish widespread restoration and improved management of degraded NFUL to protect 
landscapes in typical soil erosion regions of China, through a multi-level governance and 
landscape approach. The new concepts will include upgrading of monoculture to mixed forest, 
planting of mixed forest on bare land, assisted natural regeneration, and the establishment of 
forest corridors between patches of natural forest. The project will guide, enhance, and 
innovate the National Forest Protection Program (NFPP) as well as contributing to the United 
Nations strategic plan for forests (2017–2030), the Bonn Challenge, and the UN Decade on 
Ecosystem Restoration (2021–2030). Novel restoration techniques will be incorporated into 
policy and ensure that these techniques will be implemented through a substantial up-scaling 
process across Western China. Furthermore, new financing mechanisms will channel funds to 
local level NFUL restoration initiatives/engagements will be adopted. The project will generate 
global environmental benefits through bringing 424,000 ha of degraded forest land under 
restoration, sequester 10.4 million tCO2eq, and will directly target 30,000 beneficiaries. 
 
 
10532 Philippines: Securing Long-Term Sustainability of Multi-functional Landscapes in 
Critical River Basins of the Philippines (UNDP). This project aims to create an enabling 
environment for the realization of the Philippines National Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) 
target, and to mainstream biodiversity-friendly agricultural practices in the Cagayan de Oro 
River Basin (CDORB). Project interventions will ensure sustainable land use in the farmed areas 
of the buffer zones of two important Protected Areas that make up more than a fifth of the 
Cagayan de Oro River Basin’s land area: Mt. Kitanglad Range Natural Park and Mt. Kalatungan 
National Park. This will be done through capacity building and training focused on Sustainable 
Land Management (SLM) and biodiversity-friendly agricultural Practices (e.g., use and 
preservation of indigenous/traditional crop varieties), and enhancement and valuation of 
ecosystems goods and services in targeted productive landscape. GEBs resulting from the 
project include 53,159ha of landscapes under improved practices, 5,000ha of land restored, 
and 3.4 million tCO2eq mitigated. The project will target 75,000 direct beneficiaries, including at 
least 1,000 households from Indigenous peoples’ communities engaged in growing selected 
local varieties and traditional crops. 
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10528 Jordan: Achieving land degradation neutrality targets through restoration and 
sustainable management of degraded land in Northern Jordan (FAO). The project seeks to 
support the national efforts to implement LDN national targets through SLM, forest 
management, rehabilitation and improved productivity of rangeland and bare land, in the 
Ajloun, Mafraq and Irbid Northern Governorates. The project will work on strengthening of the 
enabling environment for land degradation neutrality planning and monitoring by improving 
the land use planning and monitoring framework and mainstreaming LDN in national 
policy/regulatory and institutional frameworks. Demonstrating the LDN approach and scaling 
out SLM practices and approaches in selected landscapes in the Irbid, Mafraq and Ajloun 
Governorates, will assist in restoring 2,750ha of degraded agricultural land, forests and 
grasslands and improve the management of 15,000ha land. The project will also engage in 
knowledge management by documenting lessons learned on mainstreaming LDN and SLM in 
land use plans, national policies and ensure a functioning LDN reporting system, to enable scale 
up of the LDN approach. The project will also deliver climate co-benefits by mitigating the 
equivalent of 1,347,905 tCO2eq and directly benefit 12,500 persons. In addition, Jordan is one 
of over 120 countries that have voluntarily committed to set LDN targets under the UNCCD, and 
this project will assist in achieving these targets. 
 
 
10517 Tuvalu: Integrated Agro-ecosystem Approach for enhancing Livelihoods and Climate 
Resilience in Tuvalu (FAO). This project seeks to reverse land degradation, enhance local 
livelihoods, and increase climate resilience through an integrated agro-ecosystem approach in 
all the islands of Tuvalu, which is also an LDC. It will strengthen the enabling framework for 
implementation of integrated agro-ecosystem approach and LDN, including incorporating these 
principles into the National Food Security Policy. Key field level interventions will include 
implementation of integrated agro-ecosystem approach using participatory mechanisms and 
focused on sustainable land management, improved soil and water management and assisting 
with improved livelihoods through value chain strengthening. The project will also work 
towards establishing LDN target monitoring and reporting mechanisms as well as to document 
and share best practices and lessons learned on the integrated agro-ecosystem approach with 
other countries in the Pacific. The project aims to restore 150ha of degraded agricultural land; 
improve the management of 650ha land through SLM, which together represent 31 percent of 
the total land area of the country and cover all of the islands of Tuvalu. Additional benefits 
include mitigating the equivalent of 160,000 tCO2eq over the project lifetime and direct 
benefits 1050 persons including small holder farmers. 
 
 
10510 Indonesia: Seventh Operational Phase of the GEF Small Grants Programme in Indonesia 
(UNDP). The Seventh Phase of the GEF Small Grants Program in Indonesia, to be financed 
through this project, aims to enable communities and organizations in Sabu Raijua Regency 
(part of the Savu Sea National Park in East Nusa Tenggara); Nantu Boliyohuto Forest (Gorontalo 
and Boalemo Regencies); and Bulukumba Regency (South Sulawesi); and Kendal and Wonosobo 
Regencies (Central Java) of Indonesia to take collective action through a participatory landscape 
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planning and management approach aimed at enhancing socio-ecological resilience producing 
local and global environmental benefits. This phase of the SGP Indonesia has two components: 
(1) Resilient landscapes for sustainable development and global environmental protection; and 
(2) Landscape Governance and adaptive management for upscaling and replication. SGP 
Indonesia will support specific community-based actions in each landscape by financing small 
scale projects implemented by local community organizations and coordinating them within the 
priority landscapes to achieve landscape-scale impacts. These three landscapes and one 
seascape have been selected in consultation with government and civil society partners with 
reference to consolidation of experiences and lessons learned from the on-going and previously 
supported community initiatives of GEF 6 for forthcoming replication, upscaling, and 
mainstreaming. The targeted results include 36,000 ha under improved management, GHG 
emissions mitigated 11,471 tCO2eq, and 5,000 beneficiaries. 
 
 
10504 Mexico: Seventh Operational Phase of the GEF Small Grants Programme in Mexico 
(UNDP). The objective of the Small Grants Program in Mexico is to strengthen socio-ecological 
and economic resilience in seven landscapes and seascapes in Mexico: (1) Forest and milpa 
landscape in Quintana Roo, Yucatan, and Campeche States, (2) Sustainable forestry landscape 
in Quintana Roo, Campeche, and Yucatan, (3) Coastal seascape in the Yucatan Peninsula, (4) 
Agroforestry landscape in Chiapas and Tabasco, (5) Usumacinta and Grijalva rivers watershed, 
(6) Mixteca Landscape, and) (7) Oaxaca Mountain Landscape). Small grants will support 
activities in the selected landscapes and seascapes that improve connectivity, support 
innovation in biodiversity conservation and optimization of ecosystem services. This will include 
supporting no-take zones to promote sustainable fisheries; agrobiodiversity conservation; 
wetland and reef restoration; establishment of new community conservation areas and 
territories, sustainable silvopastoral and agroforestry systems, sustainable forest management, 
renewable and energy efficient technologies in each landscape, including solar and wind energy 
applications, micro-hydro generation systems, biodigesters, efficient biomass use and wood 
stoves. The SGP investments will be coordinated in these landscapes with FSP investments in 
the same geographies to ensure complementarity. The global environmental benefits of the 
project are: 2500 ha of land restored; 100,000 ha of landscapes under improved practices to 
benefit biodiversity; avoided emissions of 80,000 tCO2eq. 
 
 
10499 Lao PDR: Lao PDR Landscapes and Livelihoods Project (World Bank). This GEF project is 
fully funded with a $50 million IDA loan that will support the Government of Lao PDR over 
seven years to implement its strategic program to manage its forest estate (i.e., the forest 
landscape) to achieve the conservation, production, and protection objectives. It will take an 
integrated, spatially concentrated approach to investment in SFM, village livelihoods, 
conservation, nature-based tourism, and reduction of climate risk and emissions. Blended 
IDA/GEF financing would be complemented by trust funds and parallel private investments in 
forestry and tourism. This project targets 1 million ha of high-biodiversity terrestrial protected 
areas created or under improved management for conservation and sustainable use; 51,000 ha 



 

61 
 

of land restored; 961,500 ha of landscapes under improved practices and 105,000 beneficiaries 
impacted. 
 
 
10462 Belarus: Conservation of Wetland Biodiversity and Sustainable Management of 
Freshwater Ecosystems in the Western Dvina/Daugava Transboundary River Basin (UNDP). 
The project will apply the International Waters Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis 
(TDA)/Strategic Actions Plan (SAP) approach, which will help Belarus and Latvia reach a 
common understanding of their shared water resources, and to secure buy-in towards needed 
institutional, legal and policy reforms to move towards joint planning and management. The 
planned water related activities will advance the impact and sustainability of the project 
activities focused on conservation, restoration and sustainable management of wetlands and 
associated freshwater ecosystems in the Western Dvina Basin, which, amongst other elements, 
will advance the protected area coverage in Belarus, in accordance with the National 
Sustainable Development Strategy. The project will (1) produce a ministerial signed SAP (2) 
bring 179,512 ha of terrestrial protected areas under improved management (3) help create 
15,000 ha of terrestrial protected areas (4) help restore 15,000 ha of wetland area (incl. 
estuaries, mangroves) and (5) bring 5,000 ha of landscapes under improved management to 
benefit biodiversity. 
 
 
10444 Mauritania: Development of an integrated system to promote the natural capital in 
the drylands of Mauritania. (IUCN). The project aims to improve rural communities’ livelihoods 
in the Wilayas of Adrar, Inchiri and Dakhlet Nouadhibou in Mauritania through sustainable land 
restoration and management. The project will also enhance capacities of local communities to 
adopt drought smart land management practices and financing strategies. The project is 
designed to support the institutional framework on SLM and LDN, implement ecosystem 
restoration solutions, and develop financing strategies for scaling up. The proposed project will 
particularly work with the National Centre for Drylands, CNOEZA, to increase their capacity for 
evidence-based decision making in arid ecosystems and develop synergies with various 
stakeholders. The project includes a strategy for gender, marginalized people, and the private 
sector to boost private investments for SLM and value chains of specific products from 
drylands. The project targets 9,000 ha of SLM in the Banc d’Arguin National Park, 70,000 ha of 
landscapes under improved practices, out of protected areas, and will benefit to 5,460 people 
in a region where the population density is exceptionally low, under 15 inhabitants per km2. 
 
 
10439 Tajikistan: Conservation and Sustainable Management of High-Value Arid Ecosystems 
in the Lower Amu Darya Basin (UNDP). The project has the objective to secure high value arid 
ecosystem biodiversity and associated ecosystem services, while ensuring resilient and 
sustainable livelihoods in Tajikistan’s lower Amu Darya landscape. The project applies an 
approach of government resource managers and local communities jointly planning and 
implementing integrated natural resource use practices that are biodiversity friendly and 
support healthy soil and vegetation. The project aims to address the poverty-environment 
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nexus in all aspects, including catalyzing community economic benefits from sustainable 
pasture and forest management by investing directly into schemes that support long-term 
resilience of ecosystems. At least 7 protected areas covering more than 150,000 ha in the 
project area will be targeted and 300,000 ha of productions landscapes brought under 
sustainable management. The project will also restore 22,650 ha of forest and pastures and 
directly benefit 20,000 project participants. 
 
 
10416 Togo: Sustainable Management of Drylands in Northern Togo (UNDP). This project will 
employ a highly participatory approach to contribute to land degradation neutrality and the 
preservation of globally significant biodiversity in the Savanes and Kara regions of Togo. It will 
strengthen the enabling environment and capacities for sustainable land management and 
biodiversity conservation, including through the development of participatory management 
plans at the watershed, landscape, and local levels. It will further implement sustainable land 
management, restoration of degraded land and forests, and biodiversity conservation at site 
level, while promoting sustainable nature-based livelihood opportunities. The project is set to 
improve management effectiveness of 371,000 ha of protected areas, restore 22,000 ha of 
highly degraded forest land and bring an additional 37,000 ha under improved practices, 
including 5,000 ha of important wildlife corridors benefiting notably to the threatened West 
African Elephant. These interventions will contribute to mitigate 6.8 million tCO2eq and directly 
benefit 128,000 people, including 76,800 women. 
 
 
10388 Regional (Burundi, DR Congo, Tanzania, Zambia): Biodiversity Conservation, 
sustainable land management and enhanced water security in the Lake Tanganyika Basin 
(UNEP). The proposed project builds on previous investments of the GEF in Lake Tanganyika 
which lead to the development of a Strategic Action Program (SAP), endorsed by the countries 
in 2000 and updated in 2012. The project supports the implementation of SAP actions through 
enhancing sustainable fisheries management, biodiversity conservation and restoration of 
degraded landscapes in selected key biodiversity areas. At the regional scale, the project will 
support a network of community-based co-managed fisheries areas in the key fish biodiversity 
areas of the littoral zone of Lake Tanganyika and enhance collaboration between the Lake 
Tanganyika Management Authority (LTA), government fisheries institutions and the local fishing 
communities. At local scale of the selected Protected Areas (PAs), and their buffer zones the 
project envisages the participative, community driven implementation of a suite of 
complementary management interventions within each targeted PA to address the key threats 
and barriers to the conservation and sustainable use of the lake and its basin area and increase 
incentives for communities to continue to invest in the long-term stewardship of these 
protected areas beyond the term of the project. 
 
 
10371 Madagascar:  Biodiversity Conservation, Restoration and Integrated Sustainable 
Development of Lower Mangoky and South-Mananara watersheds (FAO). The project aims at 
addressing the main drivers of biodiversity loss in target landscapes which are habitat change 
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(loss, degradation, and fragmentation) and unsustainable use of natural resources. 
Unsustainable farming practices, illegal logging, hunting, and agricultural encroachment are 
particularly severe. By taking a landscape approach, the project aims at restoring ecosystems 
within protected areas, alongside the sustainable management of lands designated for 
agriculture, pasturelands, forestry. The project will result in the improved management of two 
protected areas: the Ambositra – Vondrozo Forest Corridor -COFAV (2,000 ha) and Mangoky-
Ihotry wetland complex, 4,000 ha). The project will also result in the restoration of degraded 
agricultural lands (1,000 ha) and of Forest and Forest Land restored (500 ha). There are also 
Landscapes under improved management to benefit biodiversity (2,000 ha) and under 
sustainable land management in production systems (4,000 ha). A total of 8,000 people will 
benefit from this project, with equal gender balance. 
 
 
10369 Turkey: Strengthening the Conservation of Biodiversity and Sustainable Management 
of Forest Landscapes in Turkey’s Kazdağlari Region (FAO). The project has the objective to 
improve biodiversity conservation and sustainable forest management in the Kazdaglari region 
for environmental and socio-economic benefits and to develop better governance models for 
different categories of protected areas in Turkey. To reverse biodiversity loss and its associated 
problems, the project will strengthen the national protected area system by improving its 
governance and monitoring framework, and by developing a financing strategy. In the long run, 
this will result in a consolidated protected area system that is planned from a landscape 
perspective and integrates all relevant sectors. The project will test the principles developed in 
the Kazdaglari region to prepare the ground for future upscaling to the entire national 
protected area system. It will result in 25,000 ha of terrestrial protected areas under improved 
management, 7,500 ha of degraded forests restored, 50,000 ha of landscapes under improved 
management practices, carbon benefits of 900,000 ton of CO2eq, and directly benefit 1,500 
project participants. 
 
 
10209 Kenya: Eldoret-Iten Water Fund for Tropical Water Towers Conservation (IFAD).          
The project aims at establishing a Water Fund in two critical and threated catchments that are 
the main sources of water for small-scale farming activities and for the downstream Eldoret and 
Iten cities. The catchments are in the Mau Forest Complex and the Cherangani Hills, known for 
being important biodiversity hotspot harboring several forest types and regionally threatened 
species. The project will work with public and private sector partners to promote sustainable 
land and forest management, ecosystem restoration and integrated natural resource 
management approaches. Through its interventions, the project will restore 19,000 ha of 
degraded land, composing of 3,500 ha of agricultural lands with agroforestry and sustainable 
water management; 15,000 ha of gazetted forest areas under Sustainable Forest Management, 
and 500 ha of wetlands being restored in addition to 85,138 ha of forest Protected Areas being 
under improved management, and a further 15,862 ha of areas outside of the above protected 
areas being under improved management. 
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10322 Global: The Food Securities Fund: A Fund to Finance Sustainable Supply Chains at Scale 
in Emerging Markets, (NGI) (CI). This project is an open-ended impact investment fund 
providing loans to local agri-businesses through “aggregators” or companies operating in 
developing and emerging countries that aggregate agricultural produce from and/or provide 
goods and services to farmers, in particular smallholder farmers. The Food Securities Fund has a 
mandate covering global emerging markets but will prioritize SMEs in Sub Saharan Africa. This 
open-ended structure, if successful, can close the gap between international private capital and 
the growing demand for financing sustainable agricultural production that reduces negative 
externalities, such as the degradation of soils, water, forests and biodiversity, or the significant 
release of carbon emissions. The financial structure includes a GEF equity investment of $13.4 
million and is novel in that there is a risk sharing mechanism whereby the multinational 
agribusiness 28 companies (value corporate partners) that source their supply from local 
aggregators will provide a first loss guarantee to the financing. The structure is also de-risked by 
an additional guarantee from USAID. The total size of the fund is expected to be $772 million 
with a cofinancing ratio of 1 to 52. The fund is expected to deliver global environment benefits 
through improved agricultural practices that mainstream biodiversity, land degradation through 
100,000 ha of degraded land restored, and climate change with 1.0 million tCO2eq in avoided 
emissions. The fund also supports and complements the objectives of the FOLUR IP by 
generating 2,000,000 ha of landscapes under sustainable land management in the production 
system. This is the first private sector project to be aligned with a GEF Impact Program.  
 
 
10336 Regional: (Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay) Agtech for Inclusion and Sustainability: SP Ventures' Regional Fund 
(Agventures II) (NGI) (IADB). This project is a venture capital fund that will invest in scaling up 
innovative Agtech companies and start-ups in Latin America and the Caribbean. Agtech is a new 
term to designate investment in disruptive technologies that offer agricultural improvements, 
access to market, and environmental solutions for the agricultural sector. The GEF will provide 
$5 million in equity investment as a limited partner to the fund. Total size of the fund is 
expected to be $60 million and co-financing is expected to be 12 to 1. The fund's portfolio will 
focus on companies that seek to develop innovative solutions that would decrease the intensity 
of use of natural resources in agricultural production (especially water, energy, and land), 
increase climate resilience of small and medium holder farmers and enable climate mitigation 
strategies in high carbon-intensive Ag segment. The fund manager expects that 25 to 33 
thousand small and medium holder farmers will experience improved environmental 
performance because of the innovations introduced by the invested companies. Given the 
fund’s investment focus, potential core indicators were identified in the following focal areas: 
land degradation, climate change mitigation and chemicals and waste. 
 
 
10497 Global: AGRI3 Forest Conservation and Sustainable Agriculture Fund for Developing 
Countries (NGI) (CI). This project seeks to create a de-risking fund that will incentivize 
commercial lenders in developing countries to provide agricultural loans that include 
investment in forest protection, reforestation, and sustainable land use through climate smart 
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agriculture. These types of investments are usually perceived as highly risky by local lenders as 
borrowers require new technologies, longer maturities, and additional technical capacity. To 
unlock financing at local level, AGRI-3 will provide guarantees and subordinated debt to local 
lenders and capacity building provided by the Dutch Government to support pre-investment 
and post-investment capacity development. The project is expected to generate multiple 
environmental benefits which include land degradation, biodiversity, and climate change 
mitigation. In countries where the GEF Impact Program “FOLUR” is active, synergies will be 
explored. At least 18.4 million tCO2eq will be avoided while at least 91,000 ha of land will be 
restored, and 650,000 ha will result under improved management. 
 
 
10500 Global: Livelihoods Carbon Fund 3 (LCF3) (NGI) (CI). This project will build an innovative 
investment model that invests in community-based solutions to restore natural ecosystems 
(NBS) and establishes agroforestry and regenerative agriculture systems in developing 
countries, with a view of generating high quality, cost-effective certified carbon offsets for 
climate-responsible corporates. The fund invests directly into carefully selected projects instead 
of buying carbon assets already issued by third parties on the secondary market. Carbon offsets 
will be verified by Gold Standard and Verra, the leading assurance services providers in the 
market, thus ensuring the environmental integrity of the scheme. The investment strategy 
places local communities at its center, as the key actors of the management and conservation 
of local natural ecosystems. LCF3 aims to highlight NBS as a new investable asset class and the 
GEF early-stage equity share will play a decisive role to remove barriers for private financial 
investors and unlock capital at scale. The Fund investment model enables financial investors to 
monetize returns through a carbon offset mechanism offered to participating corporate 
investors. The project will result in at least 65,460 ha of degraded land being restored of which 
16,500 will be wetlands. It will also result in 22,490 ha of land to be placed under improved 
management practices. The GHG emission reduced or avoided is expected to be equivalent to 
20 million tCO2eq. However, as the GEF will be repaid in cash after the carbon credits are sold, 
these mitigation outcomes will not be accounted for against the GEF-7 corporate targets to 
avoid double-counting. 
 
 

LDFA Projects and Programs Approved in FY21 

 
10588 Panama: Sustainable land management and restoration of productive landscapes in 
river basins for the implementation of national targets of Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) 
in Panama (FAO) The project aims to expand sustainable land management and restoration of 
productive landscapes in hydrographic basins for the implementation of the national goals of 
Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) in Panama. It will work on strengthening governance to 
achieve the implementation of LDN goals; implementation of best practices on sustainable land 
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management (SLM), climate-smart agriculture (CSA) and climate-smart livestock in production 
systems and restoration of productive landscapes with large-scale agroforestry to achieve LDN 
in selected watersheds; innovative financial mechanisms to promote SLM and land restoration 
to achieve LDN. The project is particularly well aligned with the country priorities to achieve 
LDN: intervening in 3 selected river basins (Chiriquí Viejo, La Villa and Santa María).  The project 
is expected to improve 5,000ha of land through sustainable land management, restore 500 ha 
of degraded lands in productive landscapes, improve the income of the 4.000 direct 
beneficiaries (women, men, and youth), increase resilience and mitigate the emission of around 
1.4 M tCO2eq. 
 
 
10617 Sri Lanka: Seventh Operational Phase of the GEF Small Grants Program in Sri Lanka 
(UNDP) The objective of this SGP project in Sri Lanka is to build social, economic, and socio-
ecological resilience in and around two Key Biodiversity Areas (Knuckles Conservation Forest 
and its buffer zone, the coastal region from Mannar Island to Jaffna), and the threatened urban 
wetlands of Colombo through community-based activities. The project builds on the 
accumulated SGP experience in Sri Lanka since its launch as a pilot initiative in the country in 
1995. The project will focus on two areas - resilient landscapes for sustainable development 
and global environmental protection, which will roll out community small-grant projects to 
deliver BD and LD outcomes; and durable landscape resilience through participatory 
governance, partnership building, and knowledge management, which will provide multi-
stakeholder platforms, partnership building, knowledge management and strategic grants for 
replication and up-scaling. The project is expected to deliver 18,000 ha of landscapes under 
improved practices; 10,000 ha of land restored; 278,523 tons of CO2eq mitigated; and 4,000 
beneficiaries, including 2,000 women. 
 
 
10650 Moldova: Conservation and sustainable management of wetlands with focus on high-
nature value areas in the Prut River basin (UNDP) The objective of the project is to achieve 
ecological integrity of key floodplain wetlands ensuring positive status of biodiversity, land and 
water resources, and ecosystem services.  The project’s four components are closely aligned 
and linked to facilitate an enabling environment that provides for effective wetlands protection 
and management based on an integrated river basin management approach that ensures the 
continuity of wetland ecosystem services sustaining livelihoods. For an integrated landscape 
approach, an adequate policy, legal and financing framework must support multiple types of 
management measures.  The project will bring 30,000 ha of terrestrial protected areas under 
improved management, restore 6,000 ha of wetlands, and mitigate 280,000 t CO2eq of carbon. 
It will directly benefit 40,000 project participants, half of which are women. 
 
 
10671 Global: Enabling Activities for Implementing UNCCD COP Drought Decisions (FAO)  
This UNCCD Enabling activity will enable the UNCCD Parties to implement relevant decisions on 
drought and supports the countries use the information derived from the UNCCD to develop 
national drought plans for drought preparedness, regional advocacy, and capacity building in 
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the framework of an intergovernmental working group (IWG) and Drought Initiative 
implementation, while emphasizing the importance of a holistic, integrated approach to 
disaster risk reduction and enhancing the resilience of communities to shocks and natural 
disasters (29/COP. 13; 23/COP.14). It will also help parties to report to UNCCD on the 
implementation of those plans as required. This Enabling Activity has been designed as a part of 
the GEF response to UNCCD decisions. Specifically, the project will provide guidance, tools, and 
recommendations to countries to encourage and advise them on the formulation of drought 
plans, reporting and future strategies building on and complementing the work of the IWG. 
 
 
10634 Regional: Harnessing the Great Green Wall Initiative (GGWI) for a Sustainable and 
Resilient Sahel (UNEP) The project will provide an analysis of lessons learned in the region over 
the past decade and identify and promote coordinated actions involving all major stakeholders 
and driven by country-specific needs and opportunities for advancing transformational change.  
The project objective is to develop a long-term vision leading to institutional strengthening of 
the GGWI and mobilization of adequate investments for a resilient and sustainable Sahel. The 
key components of the project include (1) The GGWI governance and institutional capacity 
roadmap and resources mobilization and deployment strategy; (2) Targeted integrated 
landscape investment and monitoring models to provide Great Green Wall countries basis 
for transformational changes; and (3) Relevant GGWI stakeholders, including donors and 
private sector, are capacitated, and informed of flagship programs and increasingly willing to 
engage in the financial support to the GGWI. The project will result in: (1) Institutional and 
governance capacities of national GGW coordinating bodies and Pan African Agency of the 
GGWI strengthened; (2) the large arid and semi-arid territories of the Sahel region become 
hubs of investment opportunities for transformational change and (3) a portfolio of projects for 
long term investment identified and implemented funded by key donors and partnership. In the 
long-term this will lead to land degradation neutrality and poverty reduction in the Sahel region 
achieved through the restoration and sustainable management of land and natural resources 
with positive long-term environmental results and a resilient and sustainable Sahel region. 
 
 
10633 Global: Green Finance for Sustainable Landscapes (GF4SL) Joint Initiative of the CPF 
(UNEP) The Green Finance for Sustainable Landscapes (GF4SL) project, a Joint Initiative of the 
Collaborative Partnership on Forest (CPF), aims at influencing the enabling conditions for 
commitments toward deforestation-free, sustainable commodity production and other forms 
of sustainable land use. The overall objective of the project is boosting bank and investor 
interest to increase capital flows towards restoration and deforestation-free agriculture. More 
specifically, the project aims to work towards ‘standardizing’ the way environmental & social 
impact can be identified for private capital flowing to land use sectors (particularly forests and 
agriculture) by using a standard set of Key Performance Indicators (e.g., ha of forests protected, 
restored, amount of greenhouse gas emissions reduced, improvement of income for 
smallholder farmers, etc.). A second outcome of this project is to develop a ‘standardized’ 
framing, measurement and monitoring of environmental and social impact related to 
agri/forestry loans/investments. The CPF will also support sharing of green finance ideas 
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between sectors to promote replication and support the development, testing and validation of 
innovative forest finance products and systems. 

 
10309 Global: Staying within Sustainable Limits: Advancing leadership of the private sector 
and cities (CI) This project will apply the best science available to develop, communicate, and 
promote the adoption of entity specific targets that are critical for maintaining life on Earth. 
The Earth Commission will define the quantitative boundary conditions that will secure 
continued functioning life support systems (e.g., water, land, oceans, and biodiversity) and 
provide a scientific synthesis that underpins the setting of targets, considering the tradeoffs and 
interactions between systems. Meanwhile, the Science-Based Targets Network and its 
associated issue hubs will adapt these targets for companies and cities to adopt at their 
required scales. Finally, Earth HQ, a concerted mobilization effort will ensure that the Alliance 
and its work is well publicized and becomes recognized as the best source of guidance 
regarding quantitative science-based targets. The project will bring 60,000ha of terrestrial 
protected areas under improved management, restore 125,000ha of forest land, bring 
125,000ha of land (outside of protected areas) under improved management.  
 
 
10222 Moldova: Enabling a policy environment for integrated natural resources management 
and implementation of an integrated approach to achieve land degradation neutrality in 
Moldova (FAO) The Project will implement an integrated approach to climate-smart agriculture 
(CSA) to achieve land degradation neutrality (LDN) within Orhei and Rezina districts, in a 92,000 
ha area in the Republic of Moldova. The Project objective is to support the introduction of 
innovative practices of climate-smart agriculture, forestry, and sustainable land management, 
which can be scaled up to achieve LDN in other areas facing similar issues of climate change and 
land degradation. The project has been designed around three components that will: (1) create 
an enabling environment for integrated natural resource management (INRM) in Moldova at 
national and sub-national level; (2) restore the productivity and resilience of production 
landscapes through INRM; and (3) ensure learning and sharing of lessons learned through 
effective project monitoring and evaluation and adaptive management. The project is expected 
to bring 10,000 ha of land under sustainable land management.  
 
 
10699 Myanmar: Mainstreaming Biodiversity Conservation and Improving Forest Landscape 
Planning in Bago Region, Myanmar (WWF/UNDP). The objective of this project is to improve 
landscape level land-use planning and promote community land management for conservation 
of globally significant biodiversity, including Asian elephants, in the Bago region of central 
Myanmar. The Bago Region lies within the globally important, and endangered, Indo-Myanmar 
(Burma) Biodiversity Hotspot and is an important rural area for wildlife, forestry, and 
agriculture and is known as the “Home of Teak”. The project will draw together multiple 
components (planning, zoning, PA management, SFM, enforcement, livelihood options), based 
on new mapping and participatory planning, to improve landscape connectivity, habitat 
conditions, and wildlife protection. The project is expected to result in 465,000 ha under 
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improved management, mitigate 6.8 million tCO2e in GHG emissions and benefit at least 5,200 
beneficiaries. 
 
 
10698 Solomon Islands: Safeguarding Solomon Islands Endemic and Globally Threatened 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services from Key Threats, Particularly Invasive Alien Species and 
Unsustainable Land Use Practices (SAFE project) (UNDP). This project will result in indigenous 
species and ecosystems at reduced risk from invasive alien species (IAS), land degradation and 
unsustainable resource use because of effective government enabling and capacity, community 
participation and resilient blue/green livelihoods. It will be achieved by: strengthened 
intersectoral governance, capacity and strategies to mainstream biodiversity and LDN and 
support a nature-based economic pathway; comprehensive IAS framework for early detection, 
control and management identifies and prioritizes highest-risk invasion pathways to safeguard 
natural and production systems from IAS; and community participation and improved 
livelihoods from a nature-based economic pathway that supports biodiversity conservation and 
reduces threats from IAS and land degradation. This project will result in the improved 
protection of 48,128 ha of protected areas (terrestrial: 22,000 ha; marine: 26,128 ha); the 
improved management for biodiversity of 34,000 ha of productive lands; and reduced 
emissions of 667,729 tCO2eq.  
 
 
10693 Pakistan: Combating Land Degradation Through Integrated and Sustainable Range and 
Livestock Management to Promote Resilient Livelihoods in Northern Punjab. The project has 
the objective to conserve and restore critically important rangelands and livestock production 
systems and strengthen the resilience and sustainability of rangeland-dependent communities 
in dryland area. The project will increase the government’s capacity to assess and plan for 
effective rangeland management and assist communities to engage in sustainable livestock 
management to reduce land degradation. It will strengthen provincial and district policies, 
institutional capacities, and data resources for decision support, resulting in provincial and 
district sustainable land and resource management plans to conserve and restored grassland 
and shrub forest ecosystems and improved livelihoods opportunities based on livestock raising. 
The project will restore 3,000 ha of grass and shrublands with native species and bring 28,000 
ha of rangelands under sustainable 28 management, which will result in carbon sequestration 
of 157,000 tCO2eq. About 20,000 local people will directly benefit from the project activities. 
 
 
10692 Kyrgyz Republic: Integrated Community-Based Management of High Value Mountain 
Ecosystems in Southern Kyrgyzstan for Multiple Benefits (UNDP). The project has the 
objective to safeguard globally significant biodiversity of high value Pamir-Alai Mountain 
ecosystems, restore degraded lands, and ensure maintenance of critical ecosystem services for 
sustainable livelihoods in the Kyrgyz Republic. The core strategy of the proposed project works 
to holistically improve conservation areas by taking wildlife from being a problem for local 
communities and making it an asset that can attract investments and deliver environmental 38 
benefits. The project will establish and improve management in 504,000 ha of protected areas, 
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restore 20,000 ha of land, and improve the management of 235,000 ha in the targeted 
landscape, with direct benefits for 18,000 local people. 
 
 
10672 Iraq: Promotion of Integrated Biodiversity Conservation and Land Degradation 
Neutrality in Highly Degraded Landscapes of Iraq (UNEP). The project has the objective to 
strengthen governmental and non-governmental capacities to achieve biodiversity 
conservation and land degradation neutrality in the Middle Euphrates landscape through 
integrated landscape management. Based on strengthened policy, legal and regulatory 
frameworks, the project will expand the network of Protected Areas (PA) by establishing four 
new protected areas and developing and implementing management plans. The Project will 
also support Iraq’s national Land Degradation Neutrality targets by assessing and surveying key 
land degradation drivers and developing decision support tools for locally adaptive LDN 
measures. In addition, the project will demonstrate local measures to enhance water 
conservation and prevent loss of soil and its fertility. The project will result in improved 
institutional and technical capacities at the ministerial and governorate level, and increased 
awareness among stakeholders at all levels on the importance of establishment and 
management of protected areas, sustainable land use and soil conservation measures. The 
project will improve management in 182,000 ha of protected areas, improve the management 
on 20,000 ha of agricultural area, and benefit 300,000 people. 
 
 
10552 Sri Lanka: Natural Capital Values of Coastal and Marine Ecosystems in Sri Lanka 
Integrated into Sustainable Development Planning Agency (IUCN). This project will strengthen 
biodiversity mainstreaming in planning with Natural Capital Assessment and Accounting and 
inclusive land use planning. This objective will be achieved by strengthening a capacity and 
enabling environment for evidence-based biodiversity mainstreaming into planning, 
investments, and implementation; and supporting multi-stakeholder implementation of 
biodiversity mainstreaming, investments, and promotion of lessons to national scale. This 
project will work to bring NCAA into decision-making processes in support of approaches such 
as payment for ecosystem services and land use planning. This project will result in the 
improved protection of 222,228 ha of protected areas (terrestrial: 168,891 ha; marine: 53,337 
ha); restoration of 325 ha of mangroves; the improved management for biodiversity of 103,224 
ha of productive lands; and reduced emissions of 1,652,000 tons of CO2eq. 
 
 
10718 Chile: Restoration of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services at the Landscape Scale on 
Productive Agroforestry Areas and their Natural Environment (FAO). The Mediterranean 
ecoregion of Chile has a rich biodiversity but is being degraded by human pressure and climate 
change. Addressing deforestation and ecosystem degradation, the project will initiate 
restoration processes of environmentally vulnerable landscapes in six regions. The objective is 
to enhance biodiversity conservation and increase the provision of ecosystem services by 
forests and other ecosystems, through the improvement of the agroforestry production 
systems and natural environments with the support of a better integrated and coordinated 
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planning capacity, concrete economic incentives for restoration and the development of 
business models and sustainable value chains. The project represents a relevant initiative to 
trigger the implementation of Chile’s National Plan for Landscape Restoration. It is expected to 
bring 69,000 ha of landscapes under improved management (including 41,100 ha to improve 
the biodiversity), restore 9,200 ha of lands and benefit to close to 10,000 people. 
 
 
10708 Azerbaijan: Towards a Land Degradation-Neutral Azerbaijan (FAO). The project will 
support the national efforts to improve sustainable land management and rehabilitate 
degraded lands in the Absheron Peninsula and the resilience of livelihoods. The project will do 
this by strengthening the enabling environment for land degradation neutrality (LDN), by 
integrating LDN in existing sectoral policies and strengthening coordination, monitoring and 
decision-making frameworks; demonstrating the LDN approach in salt affected landscapes 
across the 7 islands; sharing knowledge on the approach among national counterparts, to 
facilitate scale up of LDN. The project expects to restore 2,700ha of degraded agricultural land 
and forests; improve the management of 34,000ha land through SLM; deliver climate co-
benefits by mitigating over 486,000 tCO2eq over the project lifetime and directly benefit 23,000 
people. In addition, Azerbaijan is one of over 124 countries that have voluntarily committed to 
set LDN targets under the UNCCD and this project will assist in setting these targets. 
 
 
10702 Bangladesh: Community-Based Management of Tanguar Haor Wetland in Bangladesh 
(UNDP). The project aims to promote sustainable use of wetland resources by local 
communities to conserve globally significant biodiversity, improve ecosystem services and 
secure local livelihoods in Tanguar Haor, Bangladesh. The project will further strengthen an 
integrated ecosystem co-management approach for the Tanguar Haor through appropriate 
institutional and financial resource arrangements. GEF financing will support technical 
assistance, training and best practices to enable specific actions towards effective freshwater 
evergreen swamp forest conservation and ecological and species restoration, effective 
conservation and monitoring of threatened species and wetland resource harvest, and the 
implementation of biodiversity-friendly wetland resource use and livelihood practices as part of 
a strategy for the conversion and substitution of existing resource use and polluting activities 
that threaten the biodiversity and ecology of the Tanguar Haor. GEBs resulting from the project 
include over 13,000 ha of terrestrial protected areas under improved management for 
conservation and sustainable use; 400 ha of land restored; more than 1,900 ha of landscapes 
under improved practices, and more than 570,000 tCO2eq mitigated. The project will directly 
benefit 3,000 people. 
 
 
10694 Bahamas: Integrated Landscape Management for Addressing Land Degradation, Food 
Security and Climate Resilience Challenges in The Bahamas (UNEP). The project will improve 
the sustainable and integrated land management of 7 islands of The Bahamas Archipelago to 
enhance climate resilient food production across productive agricultural landscapes. This will be 
carried out by: strengthening of the enabling environment for integrated landscape 
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management and land degradation neutrality (LDN) through improved policy governance; 
applying sustainable land management approaches and enhancing capacity among 
stakeholders to adopt SLM and regenerative climate smart agricultural practices; testing 
mechanisms to incentivize farmers to adopt sustainable approaches to land management (SLM 
and climate resilient agriculture); and enhancing monitoring and knowledge management 
systems for LDN assessment. The project is expected to restore 10,000 ha of degraded 
agricultural land; improve the management of 10,000 ha land through SLM; deliver climate co 
benefits by mitigating 1.5 million tCO2eq over the project lifetime and directly benefit 1,000 
people. In addition, the project will contribute toward defining the national LDN targets of the 
country. 
 
 
10688 Benin: Restoring and Enhancing the Value of Degraded Lands and Forest Ecosystems 
for Enhanced Climate Resilience in Benin (PIRVaTEFoD-Benin) (UNDP). This project aims to 
support the achievement of Benin’s LDN targets through sustainable land and forest 
management practices, while also strengthening the climate resilience of vulnerable 
populations in the Niger Valley, Alibori Sud-Borgou, Nord-2KP, and Zou-Couffo Agricultural 
Development Areas. The project will achieve its objective through activities financed under four 
components: (1) Political, financial, institutional, and regulatory frameworks to achieve climate 
risk informed LDN and advance integration of vulnerability assessment and adaptation options 
within land use decisions; (2) Restoration of land and forest ecosystems for improved 
agricultural productivity, prevention of deforestation, and enhanced climate resilience of 
vulnerable communities; (3) Building diversified income-generating activities and value chains 
43 to strengthen community resilience; (4) Gender empowerment, knowledge management, 
and M&E. The project will directly benefit 36,000 people and restore 15,000 ha of degraded 
land, while also placing this land under more sustainable management. Benin is not formally 
part of the Great Green Wall Initiative, this project will contribute significantly to the objective 
of the partnership to restore 100 million ha of currently degraded land, sequester 250 tCO2eq 
and create 10 million jobs in rural areas by 2030. 
 
 
10687 Mali: Climate Security and Sustainable Management of Natural Resources in the 
Central Regions of Mali for Peacebuilding (UNDP). This project aims to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of vulnerable productive landscapes in Mali’s central region of Mopti through 
nature-based solutions that reverse land degradation, strengthen communities’ resilience to 
climate change, and promote environment-based conflict resolution. The project will achieve 
this through four components: (1) Enhancing coordination and monitoring for land degradation 
neutrality and climate security; (2) Enhancing resilience of degraded production landscapes 
with communities vulnerable to climate change; (3) Supporting family farms, youth, and 
women to innovate and adopt resilience and sustainable livelihoods; (4) Monitoring and 
evaluation and knowledge management for upscaling. The project will directly benefit 80,000 
people, while ensuring a total of 15,000 ha of land under communal lands has ecosystem 
functioning restored, while another 21,000 ha of family farms is brought under improved 
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practices. An estimate 1.1 million tCO2eq will be avoided as a result, directly contributing to 
Mali’s NDC ambition for reducing GHGs from the AFOLU sector. 
 
 
10678 Venezuela: Integrated Management of Multiple Use Landscapes and High Conservation 
Value Forest for Sustainable Development of the Venezuelan Andean Region (FAO). 
Addressing high-level deforestation in the Andean region, the project will create the conditions 
to develop a sustainable production of coffee and cocoa, with an emphasis on agroforestry 
systems. To do so, the project will implement a two-fold approach: (1) strengthening the 
institutional capacities to implement an integrated and multiple-use landscape approach at 
different government levels and (2) improving the sustainable production and productivity of 
coffee and cocoa producers through improved practices, the establishment of deforestation-
free supply chains, biodiversity conservation and restoring landscapes. The project is expected 
bring under improved management 537,000 ha, including 300,000 ha to benefit biodiversity, 
restore over 5,000 ha including 1,246 ha of forests and contribute to climate change mitigating 
almost 2 million tCO2eq of GHG emission. The project will benefit around 47,000 stakeholders. 
 
 
10389 Madagascar: Evaluation of Natural Capital to Support Land Use Planning, Improved 
Management Effectiveness of Terrestrial Protected Areas, Deployment of SLM Practices and 
Creation of Eco-Villages in Central Madagascar (UNEP). The project approach is based on the 
use of principles of Natural Capital Accounting to promote Land-Use Planning, strengthen 
protected area management, scale up locally responsible sustainable land management 
practices, and operationalize pilot Ecovillages in Central Highlands of Madagascar. More 
specifically, the regions of Amoron’i Mania and Haute Matsiatra are targeted, including the Key 
Biodiversity Areas covering the Itremo Massif Protected Area (24,788 ha) and the Ambositra-
Vondrozo Forest Corridor (36,000 ha in the considered region). The project is designed on four 
main components in view of (1) Strengthening policy and institutional frameworks for Natural 
Capital Accounting, (2) Enabling Policy (Land Use Plans) and tools in support of management of 
natural resources and biodiversity conservation in the Central Highlands, (3) Piloting EcoVillages 
to reduce rates of deforestation, protect habitat, improve landscape productivity and enhanced 
livelihoods, and (4) Managing Knowledge, project monitoring, and evaluation. In terms of 
Global Environment Benefits, the project targets 250,000 ha of terrestrial landscapes under 
improved management to benefit biodiversity, 300,000 ha of agricultural landscapes under 
sustainable management, 50,331 ha 35 of protected area under improved management 
effectiveness. The project will target 150,000 beneficiaries with a gender balance. 
 
 
10723 Lesotho: Regeneration of Livelihoods and Landscapes (ROLL) (IFAD). Considered to be a 
‘grassland country’, Lesotho is currently facing a severe environmental degradation leading to 
declining yields, crop failure, soil erosion and water points drying up.  To address these issues, 
the project will promote an integrated landscape approach to reduce land degradation through 
sustainable land and water management, land restoration at large scale, sustainable livestock 
management and agricultural practices, and strengthening local and institutional capacities. It 
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will build on and be articulated with the Lesotho Regeneration of 29 Landscapes and 
Livelihoods (ROLL) project, an ambitious initiative which is currently being developed by the 
Government. The extended restoration activities of the project over 350,000 ha will 
significantly support Lesotho’s LDN strategy, contributing 58 percent of the country’s LDN 
target. In addition, the project will bring 14,500 ha under sustainable land management in 
production systems and benefit 20,000 stakeholders. 
 
 
10704 Philippines: Sustainable Management of Natural Resources Towards Rehabilitation 
and Preservation of the Key Biodiversity Area along Bataan Province to Manila Bay (FAO). 
This project is designed to mainstream biodiversity and sustainable land management in key 
biodiversity areas along Bataan province to Manila Bay. The key elements for sustainability 
found in this project are: (1) the dedicated support, participation, and commitment of public 
and private sector stakeholders; (2) the existence of organizations with relevant mandates at 
sub-provincial to national levels; (3) the presence of an integrated ridge-to-reef management 
plan and implementation mechanisms; and (4) the improved technical capacity of the provincial 
governments with support from national agencies. The project will result in over 176,000 ha of 
restored land, over 46,000 ha of landscape under improved practices, 19,000 ha of terrestrial 
and 600 ha of marine protected areas under improved management effectiveness while also 
pursuing alternative, sustainable livelihoods for communities. 
 
 
10655 Global: GEF SGP 7th Operational Phase - Strategic Implementation using STAR 
Resources Mainly in LDCs and SIDs - Part 3 (UNDP). The objective of the project is to promote 
and support innovative and scalable initiatives, and foster multistakeholder partnerships at the 
local level to tackle global environmental issues in priority landscapes and seascapes. This will 
be achieved through small grants to CSOs and CBOs in 54 countries, amongst which 24 
countries are Least Developing Countries (LDCs) and 14 countries are Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS). The STAR funds included in the project will supplement the core grant allocation 
of GEF SGP ($128 million) in 128 country programmes. Moreover, at least 4 countries that 
allocated STAR resources are new countries (countries that are newly going to be part of the 
SGP) supporting the path towards “universal access” to the Program by eligible countries. SGP 
will also support projects that would serve as “incubators” of innovation, with the potential for 
broader replication of successful approaches through larger projects supported by the GEF 
and/or other partners. The SGP grantees and partners will act as effective and important force 
to mobilize bottom up, civil society movements for systemic change in promoting 
environmentally sound sustainable development at the national, regional, and global levels. 
 
 
10726 Global: Food Systems, Land Use and Restoration (FOLUR) Impact Program (World 
Bank). This Impact Program was originally approved by the 56th Council in June 2019 with 18 
countries across five continents. An addendum to the Program was approved by the 57th 
Council in December 2019 adding 5 new countries, followed by a second one approved by the 
58th Council in June 2020 adding 4 new countries. This supplemental program submission 
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includes one additional country, Madagascar, bringing the total to 28 country projects. The 
objective of the FOLUR IP is to promote sustainable, integrated landscapes and efficient food 
value and supply chains at scale. With Madagascar included, the geographic coverage of coffee 
production landscapes in Africa is increased. With this additional country the expected global 
environmental benefits include 2.4 million ha of land restored, over 42 million ha of landscapes 
under improved practices, more than 311 million tCO2eq greenhouse gas emissions mitigated 
and 7.3 million beneficiaries. 
 
 
10627 Bolivia: Programme to sustainably manage and restore land and biodiversity in the 
Guadalquivir Basin (FAO). To project aims to implement an integrated and systemic model of 
Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) in the Plurinational State of Bolivia, that considers the sub-
basin as the unit of analysis and implementation of participatory LDN action plans. The project 
will work on strengthening the strategic framework improved gender sensitive governance and 
integrated territorial management enabling the restoration of vegetation and environmental 
functions and sustainable socio-economic development in the Guadalquivir River Basin. 
Demonstration of sustainable land and forest management practices in the Central Tarija Valley 
will provide the site level actions to combat degradation and will be supported by a financial 
mechanism for the conservation and integrated management of water, soil, and vegetation. 
The project will also work on the establishment of productive ventures composed of associated 
farmers. The project is well aligned with the country's priorities, particularly under the UNCCD 
framework, developing a model to promote sustainable land management at scale to achieve 
LDN. The project foresees the restoration of 2,500 ha of degraded lands including 200 ha of 
agriculture lands, 460 ha of forests and 1840 ha of natural grass and shrublands; 40,200 ha of 
landscapes under improved practices with SLM and improved water management; and 1,836 
direct beneficiaries (gender balanced) with improved access to resources and services. 
 
 
10643 Georgia: Low Carbon Solutions through Nature Based Urban Development for Kutaisi 
City (UNEP). The objective of the project is to enable a transformative shift towards sustainable 
urban development within and outside of Kutaisi City of Georgia. It will strengthen planning and 
institutional frameworks, demonstrate and scale-up investments in integrated low-carbon 
electric solutions in transport and sustainable land management practices. The project consists 
of three major components: (1) Strengthening planning and institutional frameworks enabling 
sustainable development in the City of Kutaisi; (2) Facilitating investment in low emission 
electric public transportation and green city development; and (3) Capacity development, 
knowledge management and monitoring and evaluation for integrated low carbon city 
development. This project is innovative since it is the first project in Georgia that will integrate 
the development of sustainable green city with sustainable transport and sustainable land use. 
The project is scaled up in other municipalities of the Imereti region including Chiatura, Tkibuli, 
Tskaltubo, Baghdati, Vani, Zestafoni, Terjola, Samtredia, Sachkhere, Kharagauli and Khoni. The 
project will mitigate 2.4 million tCO2eq and improve 700 ha of urban land.   
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10637 Regional: Restoration Challenge Grant Platform for Smallholders and Communities, 
with Blockchain-Enabled Crowdfunding (IUCN). The Restoration Challenge Grant Platform for 
Smallholders and Communities, with Blockchain-Enabled Crowdfunding will facilitate and 
support enhanced smallholder and rural community member engagement and investment in 
restoration. The Platform will utilize mobile cellular technology and payment transfer services 
to provide small grants/payments for smallholder-, community-, and school-led restoration 
work – principally tree-planting – matched by co-investment (in-kind and/or cash). Cellular 
technology will allow for efficient and effective verification of work and transfer of payments. 
Another key innovative focus of the Platform will be the integration of blockchain technology 
throughout the restoration value chain to provide transparency, build trust, facilitate real-time 
monitoring, evaluation and verification, and support mobilization of funding for restoration. A 
second phase of the Platform will utilize a public-facing web platform and partnerships with 
other tree planting and restoration investment matching platforms to facilitate crowdfunding of 
Platform-supported restoration and financial sustainability, drawing upon the blockchain 
technology and ledger for security and transparency and trustworthiness of crowdfunded 
transactions. A range of engagement approaches and selection of a diverse group of landscapes 
will allow for cross comparison and learning to inform restoration initiatives going forward. 
 
 
10757 Indonesia: Maintaining and Enhancing Water Yield through Land and Forest 
Rehabilitation (MEWLAFOR) (UNIDO). The project is designed to assist the Government of 
Indonesia to improve its program in community-based restoration of degraded land ecosystems 
by involving the private sector through public private partnerships and the development of 
environmental service schemes carried out in priority sub-watersheds of the Brantas River in 
East Java. The project also aims at strengthening institutions at all levels (community, district / 
city, provincial, and national), coordination and collaboration across sectors and regions as 
required for an upscaling of public private partnerships for environmental stewardship and a 
better enforcement of the regulatory framework to avoid the loss of protected and 
conservation forests in Indonesia. The project will also build on private sector financed pilot 
activities and will further harness private capital and expertise for finance investments in 
sustainable land management. The private sector entities involved will also provide technical 
assistance for smallholders for the marketing of sustainably farmed non timber agroforestry 
products and of value-added bamboo products. The project will result in a wide range of socio-
economic benefits as well as global environmental benefits: in total 278,600 people (153,230 
male and 125,370 female) will benefit from the project. By putting 3,697 ha of landscapes in 
forest buffer zones under improved management practices the loss of 2,407 ha of protected 
forests and 19,929 ha of conservation forests will be avoided. 

 

10806 Global: Global Support Programme III: Strengthening Capacities of Country Parties for 
UNCCD Monitoring and Reporting (UNEP). The GSPIII is structured based on formal and 
informal lessons from previous Global Support Programs I and II, umbrella projects, and 
guidance from the last two COP 13 and 14 respectively in China and India. The four-year 
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reporting cycle gives more time to prepare reporting tools and capacity building activities. It is 
therefore expected an enhanced quality of support both to complete the UNCCD reporting 
process and monitor Land Degradation at national level. This GSPIII aims to enhance technical 
and institutional capacity for land degradation monitoring and reporting in the context of the 
UNCCD Strategic Framework 2018-2030 and SDG15.3. The GSP III also includes support and 
assistance to country Parties to report against the drought indicator in addition to already 
adopted land-based progress indicators. The GSPIII will (1) facilitate the reporting against 
agreed indicators through updated and improved tools (outputs: improved reporting system, 
quality insurance guidelines, analysis of reports and dissemination of results, revised training 
module on reporting); (2) enhance capacities of Country Parties for reporting against UNCCD 
indicators (five regional workshops on data collection, management, analysis, gender 
mainstreaming, and LD monitoring); (3) Enable Parties to monitor and develop integrated 
approaches to address Desertification, Land Degradation, and Drought (DLDD) and gender 
mainstreaming (guidelines and tools on LD monitoring, Land-Use Planning, and gender 
mainstreaming, financial monitoring framework), and (4) assess monitoring and performance. 
 

 
10608 Cameroon: Enabling Land Degradation Neutrality and mitigation of greenhouse gas 
emissions in Cameroon’s Sudano-Sahelian agro-ecological zone (FAO). The Government of 
Cameroon has made plans to address the root causes of land degradation comprehensively 
through development of its Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) targets. This project is the first 
sub-national application of LDN mechanism proposing a decision-mechanism at municipal level 
in collaboration with the indigenous leadership systems. The project aims to enable land 
degradation neutrality (LDN) and mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions in the production 
landscapes of Cameroon’s Sudano-Sahelian agroecological zone. The project will work on 
improving the Sub-National Enabling Environment for LDN (including a municipal LDN 
monitoring system, decision mechanisms, training, access to microfinancing) and strengthening 
Initiatives in line with Municipal LDN Targets (capacity building with cooperatives on improved 
water, soil, and land management) as well as knowledge management. The proposed targets 
include 5,000 ha of agricultural lands restored (3.1), 41,778 ha under SLM in production 
systems (4.3), 1,047,000 tCO2eq sequestered. 
 
 
10792 Somalia:  Adaptive Agriculture and Rangeland Rehabilitation Project (A2Rs) (IFAD). This 
multi-trust fund project is financed by the GEF Trust Fund and the LDCF. This project aims to 
enhance the climate resilience of poor rural households in Somalia through sustainable natural 
resources management. This project will focus on the following actions: improved water 
resources and rangelands management; eco-agriculture and climate-proofed livelihoods; forest 
and other habitat rehabilitation for biodiversity conservation; and improved governance and 
information systems to address land degradation and biodiversity loss. An innovative element 
of this project is the establishment of a mechanism in partnership with commercial 
microfinance intuitions to provide accessible lending products tailored to poor households for 
investing in climate resilient sustainable land management practices. The project is consistent 
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with Somalia's iNDC, and is designed to contribute to implementing the National Development 
Plan for 2020-2024, National Disaster Managed Policy approved in 2018, and the National 
Adaptation Program of Action (NAPA) produced in 2013. Results expected to be generated from 
this project include 446,400 beneficiaries (50 percent female); 73,750 ha of land managed for 
climate resilience and biodiversity conservation (including 12,550 ha of degraded rangeland 
restored) and 99,200 people trained (50 percent women). 

 

10789 Eritrea: Building Community Based Integrated and Climate Resilient Natural Resources 
Management and Enhancing Sustainable Livelihood in the South-Eastern Escarpments and 
Adjacent Coastal Areas of Eritrea (FAO). This multi-trust fund project is financed by the GEF 
Trust Fund and the LDCF. This project aims to enhance resilience of vulnerable agro-pastoralist 
and fishing communities along degraded landscapes/seascapes in the south-eastern 
escarpments and adjacent coastal areas of Eritrea through an integrated ecosystem-based and 
market-driven approach. The project will be focused within the Debub and Northern Red Sea 
Regions covering 330 villages and an estimated population of 218,015. The project is designed 
on four technical components: enhancing the enabling environment for adaptation, SLM/SFM, 
and biodiversity conservation mainstreaming in priority sectors through integrated policies, 
planning, and finance; promoting ecosystem-based SLM/SFM, climate change adaptation, and 
biodiversity conservation across the landscapes and seascape for sustainable and resilient 
livelihoods; scaling up adaptation technologies and innovations in selected value chains, 
improving market access and resilience of supply systems; and monitoring, evaluation, 
communication, and knowledge transfer. The project is aligned with the National Action 
Program (NAP) and LDN targets under UNCCD, its NBSAP, and the adaptation goals outlined in 
the NDC (2018). The project will generate adaptation and global environment benefits, 
including 15,000 ha of terrestrial protected areas newly created; 209,000 ha under SLM; and 
1,000 ha of marine habitats under improved practices to benefit biodiversity. 

 

10769 Niue: Robust sustainable tourism and agriculture sectors in Niue supported by 
biodiversity mainstreaming and sustainable land management (UNEP). This project will 
enhance biodiversity conservation and sustainable land management in Niue through the 
development of sustainable and biodiversity-friendly tourism and agriculture sectors. It will 
undertake it through a national governance context that recognizes, facilitates and promotes 
sustainable development of tourism and agriculture sectors; integrated model for 
mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystem services into tourism and agriculture; and 
knowledge management, awareness, gender mainstreaming and monitoring & evaluation. The 
project will focus on sustainable biodiversity-friendly management and operation of tourism 
and agriculture across ecologically important landscapes which will also benefit marine 
biodiversity. The project will deliver Global Environmental Benefits including the improved 
management of 2,500 ha of terrestrial PAs, restoring 2,800 ha of agricultural lands, and 
improving the management of 2,800 ha of productive lands for biodiversity. Finally, it will 
mitigate over 475,000 tCO2eq and benefit 1,719 people (over 50 percent women). 
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10713 Timor Leste: Adapting to climate change and enabling sustainable land management 
through productive rural communities (UNEP). This project will support small-scale farmers in 
Timor-Leste in adopting climate-resilient sustainable land management (SLM) practices and 
improving access to and management of climate-resilient water resources for rural 
communities. Proposed solutions include improved national and sub-national adaptation 
planning; establishment of an enabling environment for the achievement of land degradation 
neutrality (LDN); ecosystem restoration and protection; sustainable agricultural management 
systems; climate-resilient water supply and management systems; and the transformation of 
subsistence agriculture to agri-businesses. This transformation will promote access of 
smallholder farmers to commodity markets and catalyze incentives and resources for 
communities to engage in improved sustainable water, forest, land, and livestock management 
in priority watersheds. These measures will result in an increase in food and water security 
under future climate conditions. Expected results for the project include 68,000 direct 
beneficiaries of climate-resilience and SLM solutions, 71,300 ha of land brought under climate-
resilient management, mainstreaming of climate resilience in three sector policies and plans, 
8,200 people trained (50 percent female) about climate risks and adaptation measures, 2.8 
tCO2eq mitigated through climate-resilient SLM including restoration and climate resilient 
agricultural production, and 5,500 ha of (forest and agricultural) land restored. 

 

10695 Eswatini: Restoration of ecosystems, integrated water resource management and 
promotion of sustainable agricultural production systems in the Mbuluzi River Basin of 
Eswatini (UNEP). The project will promote the adoption and application of integrated SLM and 
ecosystem restoration technologies to safeguard the integrity of key ecosystems in the Mbuluzi 
river basin in Eswatini. It will bring together all the people using land resources within the 
Mbuluzi river basin to manage their natural resources more sustainably. The project is aligned 
with Eswatini’s Vision 2022, its 6th pillar on Agriculture and Environmental Sustainability, and 
the National Voluntary Targets on Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN). The project is designed 
with four components: (1) strengthening policy, legislative and institutional frameworks for 
Integrated Natural Resource Management in the catchment area; (2) ecosystem restoration 
through promotion of SLM practices, (3) effective management of three protected areas within 
the basin: Malolotja, Mlawula, and Hawane reserves all within the Malolotja-Songimvelo 
TransFrontier Conservation Area, and (4) knowledge management, gender and youth 
mainstreaming and M&E. The project will generate global environment benefits including 
60,000 ha of agricultural landscapes under sustainable land management, 35,000 ha of 
protected areas under improved management effectiveness, 700 ha of degraded lands 
restored, and benefit 100,000 people of which 50 percent will be women. 

 
 
10676 North Macedonia: Biodiversity conservation, sustainable land management and 
sustainable tourism development in North Macedonia (UNEP). The objective of the project is 
to support national and local efforts for achieving LDN and biodiversity targets in North 
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Macedonia through the application of an integrated landscape approach in the Shar Mountains. 
The project will plan and implement an integrated set of activities related to forestry, pasture, 
water resources, agriculture, sustainable livelihoods, community awareness and capacity 
building aimed at avoiding, reducing, or reversing land degradation, loss of biodiversity and 
ecosystem functions, including capacity building for natural capital accounting and for 
integrated LDN/BD monitoring and reporting. Replication and scaling-out will be ensured 
through targeted policy recommendations. The project will generate the following global 
environmental benefits: 62,700 ha of terrestrial protected areas under improved management 
for conservation and sustainable use; 11,500 ha of land under restoration, 7,000 27 ha of land 
under improved practices, and 177,000 tCO2eq of carbon sequestered. Finally, 18,400 women 
and men will directly benefit from this investment. 

 
 
10384 Senegal: Land Degradation Neutrality for biodiversity conservation, food security and 
resilient livelihoods in the Peanut Basin and Eastern Senegal (Dékil Souf) (FAO). The project 
aims to demonstrate the use of a Land Degradation Neutrality approach (avoid, reduce, reverse 
land degradation) for biodiversity conservation and delivery of ecosystem services to achieving 
food security and livelihood resilience in the Peanut Basin and Eastern Senegal. The LDN 
approach is built on lessons from the GEF and LDCF portfolio in Senegal and particularly in the 
Peanut Basin. The project will bring several innovations such as the strategic engagement with 
women, participatory learning, and the use of local knowledge. The project is designed with 
four components: (1) supporting the enabling environment for large-scale SLM dissemination, 
(2) scaling up SLM and biodiversity conservation using a landscape approach, (3) enhancing 
rural employment and livelihoods to sustain improved management of production land, and (4) 
supporting learning, knowledge management and communication. The project will generate 
global environment benefits with 12,000 ha of terrestrial landscapes restored (core indicator 3), 
400,000 ha of terrestrial landscapes under improved practices (core indicator 4), carbon 
sequestration and avoided emissions in the AFOLU sector (6.8 million tCO2eq) and will benefit 
over 87,500 beneficiaries are identified including 75 percent of women. 

 

LDFA Projects and Programs Approved in FY22 

10732 Turkey: Sustainable and Integrated Water Resource Management in Gediz River Basin 
in Turkey (FAO). The objective of the project is to promote Integrated Natural Resource 
Management (INRM) and mainstream Biodiversity Conservation in the Gediz River Basin (GRB) 
with a focus on land and water resources to ensure the socio-economic well-being of local 
communities and the sustainability of natural resources. It focuses on integrated natural 
resource management interventions to enhance water and land governance at policy and local 
levels in the agriculture sector, and to mainstream biodiversity protection in priority sectors 
within the basin. This will assist in improving socio-economic well-being of the local community 
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and mitigating the impacts of Climate Change. GEF resources will be used to strengthen the 
enabling environment and highlight strategic practices to induce a change in the way natural 
resources are currently managed in the GRB. By ensuring local stakeholders are part of the 
decision-making processes, the proposed project will develop a model that ensures GEF-
financed interventions are accepted by project beneficiaries. As project interventions show the 
benefits of improved management, best practices will be disseminated to ensure the proposed 
models are upscaled not only to the GRB but to other basins in Turkey, leading to 
improvements in the status of natural resources in the country. GEBs to be generated are: 
14,900 ha of new protected areas, 1,000 ha under improved management, 450 ha restored, 
thereby sequestering 100,000 tCO2eq. The project will directly reach 400 beneficiaries. 
 
 
10814 Serbia: Enabling environment at policy, field and market levels for Forest Landscape 
Restoration (FLR) to achieve Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) in Serbia (FAO). This MSP aims 
at improving the enabling framework for LDN in Serbia. It will promote FLR and LDN practices 
for the recovery and restoration of prioritized landscapes that sustain environmental services 
and food security and establish support mechanisms for achieving and monitoring LDN at the 
national level. The project will generate a range of global environmental benefits in the land 
degradation focal area with co-benefits related to climate change mitigation through improved 
land use. The global environmental benefits include 200 ha of area of landscapes under 
sustainable land management in production systems and will reach 50 direct beneficiaries with 
improved access to services for FLR adoption, at least 50 percent are women. These pilot 
activities will be upscaled by a GCF project on 20,000 ha. In addition, strengthening of key 
value-chains will lead to improved income generation opportunities and more diversified 
livelihoods for around 50 people (of which 30 percent are women) in the target landscape. 
 
 
10819 Turkey: Enhancement of agro-ecological management system through promoting 
ecosystem-oriented food production (FAO). The objective of the proposed GEF project is to 
develop an integrated and comprehensive agro-ecological management strategy in Bolu, 
Turkey. This objective will be supported by components addressing improvements to the 
enabling environment for sustainable agro-ecosystem management at the national level; 
strengthening agro-ecosystems and sustainable land management (SLM) practices working with 
100 small farmers at the provincial level; and implementing mechanisms for scale up to 
additional provinces in the region. The project aims to restore 50ha of degraded grasslands; 
improve the management of 5,000ha of land through SLM; deliver climate co-benefits by 
directly mitigating the equivalent of 333,109 tCO2eq and directly benefit 365 persons including 
small holder famers. In addition, Turkey is one of over 128 countries that have voluntarily 
committed to set LDN targets under the UNCCD and this project will contribute to the 
achievement of Turkey’s LDN targets. 
 
 
10830 Bosnia-Herzegovina: Creating an Enabling Environment to Support LDN Target 
Implementation Through Strengthening Capacities and Establishing an LDN Monitoring and 
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Reporting System in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNEP). The objective of the project is to foster a 
coherent policy environment and track progress towards achieving the national LDN targets. 
The project will create an enabling policy environment to support LDN target implementation 
through strengthening national and local capacity and establishing an LDN monitoring and 
reporting system in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In addition, the project will support the practical 
application, testing and local adaption of a wide range of innovative SLM and SFM practices for 
the sustainable management of forests, rangelands, and croplands. The Project will pilot 
innovative measures to enhance land quality and protection, as well as restoring land functions 
in degraded ecosystems. The Project will deliver a roadmap that will set the milestones and 
indicators for the next 10 years that will support the monitoring and reporting against the 
national LDN target as well as toward the achievement of SDG 15.3. The project will directly 
bring 10,000 ha under SLM, sequester 280,000 tCO2eq, and benefit 2200 women and men. 
 
 
10876 India:  Sustainable Management and Restoration of Degraded Landscapes for 
Achieving Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) in India (UNDP). The objective of this project is 
to achieve land degradation neutrality (LDN) through sustainable ecosystem-based 
management and restoration of degraded landscapes across agricultural, forest, and pastoral 
lands. The project will assist the Government of India to achieve its goal to combat land 
degradation and desertification while addressing the negative impacts of climate change and 
biodiversity loss across the degraded landscapes supporting the achievement of LDN, NDCs and 
Post2020 Biodiversity commitments. Interventions on policy and planning reform will 
incentivize sustainable land management, climate change mitigation and biodiversity 
conservation and remove disincentives, along with enhanced capacity of stakeholders at all 
levels to support a stronger enabling framework. The project will bring 108,000 ha of degraded 
lands under restoration, improve the management on 209,000 ha of agricultural land and 
forests, sequester 6.8 million tCO2eq, and benefit 180,000 women and men. 

 

10870 South Sudan: Promoting Sustainable Approaches to Ecosystem Conservation in the 
Imatong Landscape of South Sudan (UNEP). In the Eastern Afromontane landscape, the project 
will focus on the protection of the Imatong Central Forest Reserve, by enabling policy and 
regulatory frameworks for biodiversity conservation, developing, and implementing a 
Sustainable Forest Management plan, building capacity for effective PA management, 
promoting sustainable agriculture practices and community livelihoods improvement around 
the Reserve and enhancing knowledge management and learning. The approach includes 
innovations for the country that can be deployed on a scale across other sites at the national 
level. The project is expected to improve the management effectiveness of 110,000 ha of 
protected areas (the Imatong Central Forest Reserve), restore 50,000 ha of degraded 
agricultural land around the Reserve, avoid the loss of 10,000 ha of High Conservation Value 
Forest, and mitigate the emission of 1.5 tCO2eq. In addition, the project targets 200,000 
beneficiaries (including 55 percent women). 
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10869 Mexico: Promoting Sustainability in the Agave-Mezcal Value Chain Through 
Restoration and Integrated Management of Biocultural Landscapes in Oaxaca (UNEP). The 
objective of this project is to foster sustainable practices in the agave-mezcal value chain in the 
Oaxaca Mezcal Region through an integrated landscape management approach that supports 
non monoculture cultivation, species protection, and the maintenance of ecosystems services. 
The project will support the strengthening of institutional capacity to ensure proper 
implementation of the laws, regulations, policies, and strategies linked to the agave-mezcal 
system and the resultant impact on biodiversity and ecosystems services, develop and 
implement integrated landscape management plans to conserve species of high biological 
value, and enhance carbon sequestered in vegetation and soils, and enable the commercial 
viability and market differentiation of the artisanal high-quality mezcal brand linked to a good 
origin narrative. The project will result in the safeguarding of ancestral cultural practices and 
livelihoods associated with denomination of origin artisanal mezcal and unlock financial 
incentives for sustainable production and agroecological landscape restoration. Global 
Environmental Benefits include 50,000 ha of terrestrial protected areas under improved 
management, 6,000 ha of land restored, 20,000 ha of land under improved practices, and 
200,000 tCO2eq mitigated. The project will provide direct benefits for at least 76,000 people. 

 
10865 Regional (Cabo Verde, Comoros, Guinea-Bissau, Maldives, Mauritius, São Tomé and 
Príncipe, Seychelles): Supporting Sustainable Inclusive Blue Economy Transformation in AIO 
SIDS (UNDP). This project will support the development of sustainable blue economies in 
Atlantic and Indian Ocean SIDS through improved governance, national Blue Economy 
demonstrations, and knowledge management. The economies of most of these SIDS are based 
on marine sectors, like fisheries and tourism, and are strongly dependent on healthy 
ecosystems. A multitude of anthropogenic threats are impacting these ecosystems and their 
productivity, leading to overexploitation in an unsustainable attempt to protect livelihoods. 
Improving governance of these marine resources will restore the health of marine and ocean 
ecosystems leading to inclusive and sustainable development. The project will improve the 
enabling conditions for a Blue Economy transformation, invest in the development and 
implementation of national sustainable Blue Economy demonstrations specifically tailored for 
each country, and disseminate learning experiences from the planning work and national 
demonstrations for replication and up-scale at both the national and regional scales. The 
expected 74,384 ha of marine protected areas created or under improved management, 200 ha 
of land restored, 200 ha area of landscapes under improved practices, 2 shared water 
ecosystems (fresh or marine) under new or improved cooperative management, 9,393 direct 
beneficiaries. 
 
 
10863 Cabo Verde: Towards Land Degradation Neutrality for Improved Equity, Sustainability, 
and Resilience (FAO).  The project aims to promote sustainable land management, landscape 
restoration and nature-based solutions for improved food security and nutrition, livelihoods, 
and resilience, supporting the achievement of Cabo Verde’s Land Degradation Neutrality 
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commitments (LDN). The LDN approach to “avoid, reduce, reverse” allows for perspective and 
attention of stakeholders from various sectors to work together on land degradation issues and 
beyond. The project’s theory of change proposes interventions to address key barriers to LDN 
in view of improving the enabling environment for LDN decision-making and monitoring, 
demonstrating the LDN approach in the three target watersheds, using nature-based solutions 
aiming for food and nutrition security, improved livelihoods, and resilience, and managing land 
degradation data, information, knowledge, and monitor the project. The project aims to restore 
3,000 ha of degraded agricultural lands, 500 ha of forest and forest lands, and 500 ha of natural 
grass and shrublands, in addition to 5,500 ha of landscapes under SLM in production systems, 
and 250,000 tCO2eq sequestered in the AFOLU sector for the benefit of 21,100 people, 
including 50 percent women. 

 
10862 Marshall Islands: Sustainable Food Systems and Integrated Land/Seascape 
Management in the Marshall Islands (FAO). This project aims to transform agri-food systems 
and land/seascape management in the Marshall Islands to deliver integrated global 
environmental benefits and health benefits. The project will strength the enabling environment 
for integrated environmental and food system management and apply sustainable land 
management, restoration, improved management in food production landscapes, including a 
focus on community based natural resource management and key value chains for local 
producers. Through this project, Republic of Marshall Islands will also develop knowledge 
management systems including South-South knowledge exchange with other Pacific Islands to 
share approaches. The project is expected to restore 150 ha of degraded forests, improve the 
management of 425 ha of land, improve the management of 3,500 ha of marine protected 
areas, and mitigate more than 41,000 tCO2eq. Finally, more than 5,000 people will directly 
benefit from this project. 

 
10858 Micronesia: Securing Climate-Resilient Sustainable Land Management and Progress 
Towards Land Degradation Neutrality in the Federated States of Micronesia (UNDP). The 
proposed project aims to promote SLM and biodiversity mainstreaming in agricultural and 
other sectors with the goal of achieving Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) for the protection 
and restoration of ecosystem services and biodiversity. The project will focus on strengthening 
the strategic framework for addressing land degradation, enhancing information, decision 
support tools and capacity for addressing land degradation, embedding climate smart SLM in 
critical landscapes and coastal zones, and promoting effective knowledge management. Four 
landscapes have been identified in the four States of Yap, Chuuk, Pohnpei, and Kosrae. The 
project will contribute to the restoration of close to 1,000 ha of land, improved practices on 
7,000 ha of landscapes, notably agroforestry, and 580 ha of marine habitats. The project will 
also generate more than 3,400 tCO2eq in the AFOLU sector. Finally, this project will also benefit 
more than 4,800 direct beneficiaries, including 50 percent of women. 

 
10854 Armenia: Conservation and Sustainable Management of Land Resources and High 
Value Ecosystems in Lake Sevan Basin for Multiple Benefits (UNDP). The objective of this 



 

85 
 

project is to promote land degradation neutrality, and to restore and improve the use of land 
and water resources in Armenia’s Lake Sevan Basin to enhance the sustainability and resilience 
of livelihoods and globally significant ecosystems. The long-term solution for the conservation 
and sustainable management of land resources and ecosystems in Lake Sevan Landscape 
requires achieving Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) and integrated landscape planning in the 
PA/KBAs buffer and productive zones. The project will support biodiversity sensitive LDN-based 
Integrated Spatial and Land Use Plans (ISLUPs) to put diverse types of on-the-ground 
management practices in place that are necessary for an integrated approach to landscape 
management, such as efficient water management, sustainable and biodiversity friendly land 
management for arable and pastureland, sustainable forest management, and effective 
protected area management. The proposed actions are closely aligned to ensure an integrated 
landscape approach within Lake Sevan basin for sustainable land, biodiversity and water 
management that safeguards the continuity of ecosystem services on which local livelihoods 
depend. The project will bring 147,500 ha of protected areas und improved management, 
restore 2,200 ha of forests, bring 165,800 ha of land under improved practices, and generate 
carbon benefits of 1.4 million tCO2eq. The project will directly benefit 7,100 women and men. 

 
10816 Global: Sustainable investments for large-scale rangeland restoration (STELARR) 
(IUCN). Rangelands occupy approximately 54 percent of all land on earth, they are home to 30 
percent of all species, contain one third of all soil carbon, and are grazing areas for 35 percent 
of the world’s sheep, 23 percent of the goats, and 16 percent of the cattle and water buffalo. 
Rangelands also support the livelihoods of poor and often marginalized communities in LDCs 
and drylands areas. The project is proposed by IUCN as GEF Agency and the International 
Livestock Research Institute, ILRI, a CGIAR center as an executing partner. The project aims to 
raise the profile of these ecosystems with the objective of strengthening international 
commitment, national support, and investment for rangeland restoration. The project will also 
help to promote the UNCCD agenda by increasing the consideration of rangelands in the NAPs 
under the UNCCD and the voluntary LDN targets. It will also promote restoration of rangelands 
within the UN Decade for Ecosystem Restoration and strengthen nature-based solutions in the 
context of 2030 agenda and before the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists 
planned in 2026. 
 
 
10852 Global (NGI): Green Finance & Sustainable Agriculture in the Dry Forest Ecoregion of 
Ecuador and Peru (CAF). This project seeks to support biodiversity conservation in prioritized 
territories of the dry forests in Ecuador and Peru by financing sustainable agriculture practices, 
building capacities and transferring technology to small and medium farmers. The financing of 
sustainable agricultural practices at adequate financial terms and conditions are to be enabled 
through the issuance of green bonds in Peru and Ecuador by Cofide and BanEcuador. The bonds 
will benefit from guarantees provided by GEF and CAF. The GEF guarantee will be the first loss 
to the CAF guarantee. The guarantees will act as credit enhancements, thereby improving the 
terms of financing of the issuers, and their on-lending terms for the smallholder farmers in the 
region. The project also includes a technical assistance component funded by the governments 
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of Peru and Ecuador, and other Donor Agencies. The project is expected to generate 140,000 ha 
of landscapes under sustainable land management in productive systems, 30,000 ha of 
landscapes under improved practices to benefit biodiversity and 10,000 ha of area of forest and 
forest land restored. The project is expected to benefit 24,300 smallholder farmers in Peru and 
Ecuador. 
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