
The goal of the GEF’s climate change focal area strategy for its 
eighth replenishment period (GEF-8, from 2022-2026) is to enable 
developing countries to shift toward net-zero greenhouse gas 
emissions and climate-resilient development. To achieve this, the 
strategy is structured around both single focal area investments 
and investments in Integrated Programs covering more than one 
focal area.

Pillar I: Promote innovation, technology development and 
transfer, and enable policies for mitigation options with systemic 
impacts
Four specific objectives corresponding to key areas of intervention 
identified as central to the system’s transformation required to 
rapidly reduce GHG emissions over the next decade and achieve 
long-term carbon neutrality goals: 

Accelerate the efficient use of energy and materials, 
including integrated approaches to pilot net-zero 
buildings; better performance standards for cooling 
technologies; circular economy approaches for 
sourcing and use of materials; and greater efficiency 
in manufacturing through wider adoption of digital 
technologies.

Enable the transition to decarbonized power systems, 
including smart grids and demand-side management 
approaches like energy storage; building the climate 
and economic resilience of communities through better 
access to clean, reliable, and affordable energy; and 
support for decentralized energy solutions, including 
through development of local supply chains.

Scale up zero-emission mobility of people and goods, 
including investments to build local capacity and 
conducive policies for the adoption of electric vehicles, 
and towards the repurposing, recycling, and end-of-life 
management of their batteries and other components.

Promote Nature-based Solutions with high mitigation 
potential, to protect and restore ecosystems with 
high potential to sequester emissions, including intact 
forests, wetlands, peatland, and coastal habitats such 
as mangroves, seagrass, and marshes.

Pillar II: Foster enabling conditions to mainstream mitigation 
concerns into sustainable development strategies
Pillar II will be supported through two specific objectives:

Support capacity-building needs for transparency 
under the Paris Agreement through the Capacity-
building Initiative for Transparency, to strengthen 
national institutions for transparency related activities 
to support national priorities.

Support relevant Convention obligations and enabling 
activities, to support National Communications and 
Biennial Transparency Reports.

GEF Support for  
Climate Change Mitigation

The GEF provides financial resources to developing countries and countries with economies in transition for climate action, investing 
strategically to support enabling environments and policy reforms, while piloting new technologies and business models.

GEF-8 Provides New Opportunities to Support Implementation of the 
Paris Agreement
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Net-Zero Nature-Positive 
Accelerator

Accelerate the 
implementation of 
nature-positive and 
net-zero pathways by 
investing in nature and 
new technologies. 

Food Systems

Catalyze the 
transformation to 
sustainable food 
systems that are nature 
positive, resilient, and 
pollution reduced. 

Sustainable Cities

Advance integrated 
and systems-based 
approaches toward 
building net-zero carbon, 
nature positive, inclusive, 
and climate-resilient 
cities. 

Circular Solutions to 
Plastic Pollution

Aim to trigger systems 
change to accelerate 
the transition towards 
a circular economy of 
plastics in the food and 
beverage sector, and 
prevent plastic pollution 
through upstream 
solutions.

Amazon, Congo, and 
Critical Forest Biomes

Invest in the conservation 
and effective governance 
of critical forest biomes 
that sustain the health 
of the planet and flow of 
vital ecosystem services 
that underpin human 
well-being. 

Ecosystem Restoration

Generate multiple 
environmental and 
socio-economic benefits 
by applying integrated 
approaches for 
restoration of degraded 
ecosystems.

Results from Ten Years of GEF Investments in Climate  
Mitigation Solutions

4.5 billion metric tons 
of carbon dioxide 
equivalents (MtCO2e) 
of expected GHG 
reductions

90 cities to 
adopt integrated 
approaches to 
mitigation and 
resilience

71.3 million hectares 
under sustainable 
land management, 
benefiting more 
than 37 million 
smallholders

1,862 protected 
areas covering 
over 1.74 billion 
hectares, protecting 
carbon sinks and 
biodiversity

Over $566 million in 
enabling activities, 
including support for 205 
Biennial Update Reports, 
150 Biennial Transparency 
Reports, and 560 National 
Communications

 

Support 90 countries in 
building institutional and 
technical capacity for 
enhanced transparency 
with $168 million 
through the Capacity-
building Initiative for 
Transparency

 

GEF-8 INTEGRATED 
PROGRAMS
The Integrated Programs 
aim to generate climate 
change outcomes with 
systemic impacts and 
strengthen interaction 
and integration between 
climate change 
mitigation and the 
other GEF focal areas. 
Six of the 11 GEF-8 
cross-cutting Integrated 
Programs will provide key 
climate contributions.
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