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INTRODUCTION 

1. The purpose of this report is to provide the most up to date summary of projects for which 
exceptions to the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund (GBFF) Project Cycle Policy1 have been 
granted by the CEO. All extension requests included in this document were already reported to 
the GBFF Council at its third meeting through the progress report on GBFF programming2.   

BACKGROUND 

2. The Project Cycle Policy was approved by GBFF Council at its first Meeting in February 
2024. It includes provisions for the cancellation of projects to incentivize faster preparation and 
implementation. In line with these provisions, agencies are required to submit the Endorsement 
request at or before 9 months after the approval of the Project Preparation Grant (PPG).  

3. The Policy includes provisions under which countries may formally request an exception 
from the GEF CEO to the cancellation of a project before the 9-month deadline for submission of 
the CEO Endorsement request. These exceptions may only be granted in cases of extraordinary 
events or circumstances clearly beyond the control of the parties (Agency, country), such as war, 
flood, earthquake or epidemic, or similar circumstances which prevent them from adhering to 
the business standards established in the Policy. 

4. The Policy stipulates that the CEO communicates any exception decision to the Council 
for information and posts the information on the GEF website. 

SUMMARY OF EXTENSIONS 

5. As of the date of this report, the Secretariat received a total of nine requests for 
extension. All were due to delays in finalizing the Financial Procedures Agreements between the 
Trustee and the respective Agencies, which were beyond the control of the parties and delayed 
the release of the PPGs.  

6. All requests for extension were granted by the GEF CEO under the provisions of the Policy 
and Council decisions referenced above. Table 1 below provides the list of the nine projects for 
which such exceptions were granted, extending their Endorsement Request submission 
deadlines by one month for one project, and three months for the eight others. 

7. The Endorsement requests for all nine projects that were granted extensions were 
submitted by their respective extended deadlines. 

 

 
1 GEF/GBFF.01/04/Rev.02. The Global Biodiversity Framework Fund (GBFF) Project Cycle Policy.  
2 GEF/GBFF.03/03. Progress on Programming for Global Biodiversity Framework Fund (GBFF).  

https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/gef-gbff-01-04-rev-02
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2024-12/GEF_GBFF.03_03_GBFF%20Council%20Document%20Progress%20Report%20on%20GBFF%20Programming%20%28002%29.pdf
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Table 1. List of GBFF projects that requested an extension. 

GEF ID Project Title Agency Country New deadline for 
submission3 

11589 Strengthening Globally Significant Biodiversity Corridors in the Philippines 
through Local Community Empowerment ADB Philippines 5/9/2025 

11598 Support for the development of a national policy, institutional and monitoring 
framework to effectively implement the Nagoya Protocol in Belize UNDP Belize 5/8/2025 

11600 Philippines Biodiversity Financing Program UNDP Philippines 5/8/2025 

11604 Advancing ABS implementation in Cambodia UNDP Cambodia 3/9/2025 

11606 
Responding to Pacific priorities for ecosystem management and NBSAP 
implementation through strengthening capacities for effective planning and 
monitoring of ecosystems 

UNDP Fiji, Nauru, 
Tonga, Regional 5/8/2025 

11612 Empowering Indigenous Peoples for Sustainable Development: Inclusive 
Biodiversity Management through a Social and Solidarity Economy Approach UNDP Suriname 5/8/2025 

11638 Enhancing co-benefits of conservation/protected area management through an 
inclusive wildlife-based ecotourism strategy (ECOTOURISM) UNDP Indonesia 5/8/2025 

11640 Strengthening the protected area system in Angola through innovation and 
capacity development UNDP Angola 5/8/2025 

11642 Support for the development of protected areas for the conservation of 
biodiversity  UNDP Senegal 5/8/2025 

 

 
3 All projects were submitted by their extended deadline. 
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