
The GEF in Africa – 30 years 
of effective partnerships

Leveraging 
$50$50 
billion

For more than 30 years, the Global Environment Facility has been a reliable and 
strategic partner and has supported African countries in protecting, restoring, and 
sustaining nature while boosting their economies. Through over 2,000 projects 
across Africa, the GEF has invested $7.7 billion, leveraging an additional $50 billion 
to help African nations conserve biodiversity, protect freshwater and marine 
ecosystems, combat climate change, prevent desertification, and manage harmful 
chemicals and waste.  
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YOUTH ACTION SUPPORTED BY THE GEF

The GEF believes that youth engagement is crucial to addressing environmental 
challenges. Through the Fonseca Leadership Program, the GEF supports 78 
youth fellows across Africa - 40 percent of whom women - to conduct academic 
and field work. Sponsored young negotiators and delegates have attended the 
Conferences of the Parties of the CBD, UNCCD, and UNFCCC. The GEF has also 
assisted youth involvement in the process for National Biodiversity Strategies 
and Action Plans in Cameroon, Nigeria, and South Africa.
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CONSERVING AND 
RESTORING FORESTS 

African forests cover 636 
million hectares (16 percent 
of world forest area), nearly all 
of them (98 percent) naturally 

regenerating forests. The continent includes the Congo Basin, 
the second largest tropical forest biome in the world, covering a 
land surface area of 301 million hectares across six countries.  
Forests are at the heart of the GEF’s integration agenda. The 
cross-cutting nature of work on forests offers the potential for 
generating multiple benefits. In total, the GEF has instituted 275 
projects supporting the forests across Africa, providing around 
$1.9 billion and leveraging $14.2 billion of co-financing. 

BIODIVERSITY

The GEF has supported African nations’ biodiversity conservation 
efforts with over 450 projects totaling $2 billion and over $4 billion 
in co-financing. It has helped create over 160 protected areas 
and has strengthened management of 480 protected areas in 48 
countries, covering over 280 million hectares.  The GEF is one of 
the continent’s top biodiversity conservation funders. Fourteen out 
of the 40 projects supported through the new Global Biodiversity 
Framework Fund are in Africa.

LAND DEGRADATION

Nearly 45% of Africa’s land is degraded, threatening ecosystems 
and livelihoods. The GEF, as the financial mechanism of the 
UNCCD, invests in ecosystem restoration and drought resilience 
across Africa with over 200 land degradation-focused projects 
of $1.5 billion in grants. The Great Green Wall Initiative is a 
signature project combating land degradation and building the 
resilience of ecosystems and communities in the Sahel region 
through sustainable land management. 

POLLUTION, CHEMICALS 
AND WASTE 

Pollution, especially from harmful 
chemicals, plastics, and waste, is a 
longstanding and rapidly increasing 
environmental concern for growing 
African economies. The GEF 

supports pollution prevention and remediation efforts addressing 
upstream production and consumption as well as downstream 
waste management efforts, including tackling mercury in artisanal 
and small-scale gold mining, hazardous pesticides, PCBs under the 
Stockholm Convention, and medical and e-waste. Of the more than 
$1 billion the GEF has invested in solutions to plastics pollution 
globally, to date, $280 million has been directed to Africa.

INTERNATIONAL 
WATERS

GEF funding for transboundary 
efforts to conserve vital 
wetlands, including the 
Okavango Delta, Lake 
Victoria, and Lake Tanganyika, 
among others, strengthens 
cooperation between African 
nations in shared water 
management. The GEF 
supports marine ecosystem 
conservation and sustainable 
fisheries efforts in all of Africa’s Large Marine Ecosystems: 
the Canary Current, Guinea Current, Benguela Current, Somali 
Coastal Current, Arabian Sea, Red Sea, Agulhas Current, and 
Mediterranean Sea.  

CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION AND 
ADAPTATION

Africa contributes least to global emissions but faces 
major climate risks. Programs like the Sustainable Cities 
Integrated Program and Africa Minigrids Program address 
growing climate emissions and sustainability challenges 
across the continent. The GEF also supports climate 
tracking, adaptation, and financing for resilience via the 
Least Developed Countries Fund and the Special Climate 
Change Fund. 


