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INVESTING IN OUR PLANET

Second Meeting for the Ninth Replenishment of the
GEF Trust Fund
October 7-9, 2025
Kasane, Botswana

Participant Logistics Note

~ Welcome and Overview

The Second Meeting for the Ninth Replenishment of the GEF Trust Fund will take place in Kasane,
Botswana, from October 7 - 9, 2025. The event will bring together key stakeholders to discuss and
advance priorities for the GEF Trust Fund.
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We are delighted to welcome you to Kasane and look forward to your active participation in the
meeting. Kasane is in the Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA TFCA),
the world’s largest transboundary conservation landscape, an area larger than Germany and
Austria combined, and nearly twice the size of the United Kingdom. Established in 2011, KAZA
unites 36 protected areas—including Chobe (where we will hold our meeting)—across Angola,
Botswana, Namibia, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. This flagship “peace park™ removes barriers to
wildlife migration, supports iconic species like elephants and lions, and brings communities
together for sustainable development and regional cooperation. KAZA 1is a global model for how
conservation can build peace, protect biodiversity, and create shared prosperity, and is home to
over 50% of African Savannah elephants, which is the largest single elephant population in the
world.

This logistics note provides important information to help you prepare for your trip and ensure a
smooth and productive experience throughout your stay.

& Airport Pick-up and Drop-off

Complimentary airport transfers will be provided for all registered participants by the Government
of Botswana. Upon landing at Kasane International Airport (BBK), participants will be greeted by
event staff holding signage (GEF) at the arrivals area. They will assist with luggage and guide you
to the designated shuttle service for transportation to your hotel.

Please provide your arrival and departure details to gef9replenishment@worldbankgroup.org

A daily shuttle will be provided from designated hotels (listed below) to Cresta Mowana. As
Kasane is in a protected area, you will surely see wildlife roaming freely in Kasane while in
transit or at night; using the available shuttles is suggested at all times. If you are flying from
Victoria Falls, please contact your Hotel directly for pick-up.

"= Venue and Meeting Arrangements

All official meetings and events will take place at Cresta Mowana Safari Resort & Spa, the
main conference venue. The meeting will be hybrid. If you plan to attend the meetings virtually,
Botswana time is GMT+02:00
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On October 7, all participants will assemble at Cresta Mowana in the morning to depart together
for the field visit to the park, followed by lunch and an evening reception boat ride on the
Chobe River.

An onsite helpdesk (courtesy of the Government of Botswana) will be available in the lobby of

Cresta Mowana to assist participants with any questions, logistical support, or general guidance
throughout the event.

E1 Visa & Entry Requirements

Please verify your visa requirements and eligibility based on your nationality at the link below.
The Government of Botswana will assist with visa facilitation for registered participants.

https://botswana-evisa.com/

If in need of a visa letter, please send an email to gef9replenishment@worldbankgroup.org

-4 Getting to Kasane — Flight & Travel Options

Kasane International Airport (BBK)
There are multiple ways to reach Kasane, Botswana (BBK) from international starting points:
* From Johannesburg Airlink.

¢ From Gaborone with Air Botswana.
* From Victoria falls with Mack Air, Airlink, Cemair and South African Airways.

Y Designated hotels

Meeting Venue: Cresta Mowana Safari Resort & Spa
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Hotel Accommodations are per hotel availability. Prompt booking is recommended.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

(Room Rate includes breakfast and complimentary Wi-FI for all hotels below).

> Cresta Mowana Safari Resort & Spa

Room Rate: Use code GEF/DFI 2025
Standard Room: BWP 2,600 (US$185 +VAT)

Individuals should send email to resmowana@cresta.co.bw with GEF/DFI block

2025 as a code

» Travelodge

Room Rate: Use code GEF/DFI 2025

Single Room: BWP 1,510 ($115 +VAT)

Double Room: BWP 1,750 ($133 + VAT)

Individuals should send email to:

- Kamogelo Dube - banqueting.kasane@travelodge.co.bw

- Mmitla Moswang - res.kasane@travelodge.co.bw
WhatsApp Contacts:

- Kutlwano Mosigi, Front Office Manager: +267 71 713 789
- Lynn Ntshoso, Front Office Supervisor: +267 72 521 388

Wild View Resort:

Room Rate: Use code GEF/DFI 2025

Standard Room Rate - BWP 960 (US$69 + VAT)
Full size Room Rate - BWP 1000 (US $71 + VAT)
Deluxe Room Rate - BWP 1050 (US$74 +VAT)
Executive Room Rate - BWP 1200 (US$84 + VAT)

Individuals should send email to: info(@wildviewresorts.com or

HT@wildviewresorts.com WhatsApp contact: +267 76898267

U» Health & Safety

The Government of Botswana will set up a satellite health clinic at Cresta Mowana hotel. Kasane

is safe and well-prepared for visitors. However, please take the following precautions:

Malaria Risk

Kasane is in a malaria zone. We strongly recommend:
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e Consult your physician about antimalarial medication.
e Bringing and using mosquito repellent and sleeping under mosquito nets.

“ Emergency Services

Police: 999

Ambulance: 997

Nearest Clinic: Kasane Primary Hospital (approx. 10 minutes from the hotel).
Kasane Primary Hospital: located 10 minutes from the hotel.

Government of Botswana: Nthaka Mosimanegape (WhatsApp +267-71 541 594) or
Selefa Makgwa (WhatsApp +267-75-764-039) or the HelpDesk in the Lobby Cresta
Mowana Hotel.

e Trustee/ GEF: Nader Aljumai (+1 202-817-6387) or Rani Kumar (+1 202-390-3200)

[ﬁl What to Pack

Business casual attire and comfortable shoes for daytime sessions
Sportswear for the visit to the project

Light jacket or sweater for evenings

Sunscreen, sunglasses, and a hat for sun protection

Insect repellent

Personal medications and malaria prophylaxis

Binocular & camera

Weather in Kasane

Kasane has a subtropical climate, characterized by warm days and cooler nights during the dry
season (May to October).

“ Temperatures

« Daily highs: ~34-38 °C (93-100 °F)
« Night-time lows: ~20-22 °C (6872 °F)
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[ On site tips

e Hydration: Bottled water is recommended. Drink plenty of water.
e For safety from the wildlife in Kasane, avoid walking alone at night along the riverfront
or isolated areas. Always check with the hotel staff before venturing out.

Power & Charging

e Voltage: 230V
e Bring a universal adapter if your plugs differ
e Plug Types: Type D and Type G (same as UK plugs)

|~y

Local Currency & Payments

Currency: Botswana Pula (BWP)

Exchange rate: ~1 USD = 13—-14 BWP (check rates before travel)

ATMs: Available in Kasane town

Cards: Major credit/debit cards accepted at hotels and large shops. Bring cash for local
vendors or small purchases. If coming from Victoria Falls you would need cash for the
immigration fee in Zimbabwe.

© Language & Cultural Tips

In Botswana, the oftficial language is English, widely used in government and business. However,
the most spoken local language is Setswana (also called Tswana). Learning a few basic phrases
like "Dumela" (hello) and "Ke a leboga" (thank you) can go a long way in showing respect and
friendliness.

Greetings are a key part of social interaction. Dress modestly, especially in rural areas. Botswana
has a reputation for being peaceful, courteous, and welcoming.
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