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 Update to the GEF-9 Programming Directions

26 representatives of GEF Partnership commented (Donors, 
Constituencies, Agencies, Conventions)

>500 Comments considered and addressed

GEF-9 Programming Directions v 2.0 draft
new GEF-9 Strategic Positioning document draft

Strategic Positioning (29pp): GEF-9 Context, Theory of 
Change, Cross-cutting Priorities

Programming Directions (147pp) : Integrated Programs, 
Focal Areas, Strategic Initiatives



 GEF Trust Fund Programming Pathways
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Areas
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Global 
Environmental 
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Directions
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 Programing Directions update summary
Integrated Programs Focal Areas Strategic Initiatives
- GEF-8 to GEF-9 

IP transitions further 
described

- Eight IPs retained & 
further refined 

- Private sector, systems 
transformation 
priorities addressed

- Enhanced alignment 
with Conventions

- BD-GBFF 
complementarity 
refined

- Strengthened BD 
financing, drought, 
groundwater, NBS

- Plastics remains a 
key investment area

- Country Engagement 
Strategy strengthened

- Blended Finance 
approach further 
articulated

- Innovation to be 
mainstreamed



Forest Biomes

Global Wildlife

Blue and Green Islands

Food Systems

Drylands and Drought  
Management

Sustainable Cities

Pollution-Free Supply Chains

Plastics

GEF-9 Integrated Programs

Infrastructure 
(GRID)

Net Zero Nature Positive 
Accelerator

Polluting Effluents 
(CHO)Ecosystem Restoration

MAINSTREAM CONSOLIDATE

EVOLVE



GEF-9 Focal Areas
Biodiversity

• Integrating with GBFF, 
MFA, MTF investments

• Biodiversity finance and 
domestic resource 
mobilization

• Cartagena and Nagoya 
protocols

Climate Change 
Mitigation

• Decarbonized energy 
access

• Nature-based solutions
• Capacity-building for 

transparency

Land Degradation
• Mainstreaming 

ecosystem restoration

• Drought management 
and resilience

• UNCCD alignment on 
drought and LDN

International Waters
• Sustainable marine 

fisheries

• Support to the BBNJ 
Agreement

• Strengthened focus on 
groundwater

Chemicals & Waste
• Private sector and blended 

financing

• Innovation and 
technology scaling

• Continued Plastics efforts



Biodiversity Focal Area + GBFF



• Blended Finance enhancements (detailed below)

• Country Engagement Strategy strengthened
Whole of Government & Whole of Society alignment

• Small Grants Program expansion and learning

• Innovation Window dropped; 
 Innovation will be mainstreamed

GEF-9 Strategic Initiatives



Operational Focal Point 
capacity, resourcing, recognition and retention

National Steering Committees 
for policy coherence and leveraged 
domestic resource mobilization

Country Platforms 
for aligned and leveraged external development 
investment planning

Country Ownership and Leverage



Enlarge the Blended Finance funding window 

Mainstream blended finance in the GEF 
Trust Fund (Focal Area and IP investments)

Align with CES efforts and incentives 
for NSCs and Country Platforms

Maintain imperative of achieving GEBs 
to ensure that GEF does NOT divert grant 
resources away from non-market environmental 
goals

Blended Finance advances



thank you
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