
Many Peoples, One Planet
GEF Partnership with Indigenous Peoples 
and local communities

With nearly two thousand projects currently under implementation across 144 countries, 
GEF support from its family of funds is as varied as the as the Peoples, ecosystems 
and topics it covers, as well as pathways to achieve environmental benefits for a shared 
planet.  

The GEF family of funds includes the main GEF Trust Fund and several specialized funds, 
such as the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund (GBFF), Special Climate Change Fund 
(SCCF), Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF), and the Capacity-building Initiative for 
Transparency (CBIT), all these through different projects also support IPLCs

•	 The GBFF, a recent addition added to the GEF family, works to dedicate at least 
20 percent of its programming to support actions by IPLCs and requires explicit 
engagement with IPLCs as one of its selection criteria.

•	 The GEF Small Grants Program (SGP) has provided direct financing to thousands of 
Indigenous and community organizations, NGOs, and women’s groups. GEF SGP is 
managed at the national level, so applications and support can be in local languages 
and, in some cases, video applications are accepted.

•	 Supporting IPLC organizations directly was at the goal of the Inclusive Conservation 
Initiative (ICI), launched as part of GEF-7. The success of ICI led to the approval of the 
Heart of Conservation Initiative in 2024 as part of GEF-8.

The Global Environment Facility (GEF) has worked with Indigenous Peoples 
and local communities (IPLCs) since its inception, recognizing their vital role in 
stewarding lands and territories and upholding their rights as fundamental to 
achieving global environmental benefits.

GEF work is advised by the Indigenous Peoples Advisory Group (IPAG), created 
to guide policies and programming, including our Environmental and Social 
Safeguards (ESS). 



Inclusive 
Conservation 

Initiative (ICI)
Designed and 
governed by 
IPLC leaders, it 
is providing direct 
funding of $1-2 
million to Indigenous 
Peoples organizations 
protecting biodiversity.
Peru: FENAMAD 
(Federación Nativa 
del Río Madre de 
Dios y Afluentes) is 
strengthening their territorial 
management and monitoring 
against threats such as mercury 
from gold mining as well as protecting 
Indigenous Peoples in Voluntarily 
Isolation and Initial Contact.
DR Congo: ANAPAC (Association 
Nationale d’Appui et de Promotion 
des Aires du Patrimoine Autochtone et 
Communautaire) is working with IPLCs to 
document, protect, govern, and receive legal 
recognition of their traditional lands.

Ywy Ipuranguete Initiative – Brazil GBFF
Ywy project is supporting Indigenous communities to implement 
their own Territorial and Environmental Management Plans 
across all biomes. Guided by Indigenous leaders, this project 
provides direct to support to Indigenous groups.

Building Resilience with Indigenous Peoples in the Arctic: Reindeer herders
This project supports Indigenous reindeer herding Peoples in Mongolia to work with 
groups across the Arctic, from Canada and Norway, to adapt to climate change and 
land degradation. This project includes supporting youth leadership, gender sensitive 
approaches, and inclusion of traditional knowledge in policy.

Advancing Indigenous-Led Renewable Energy Systems
The GEF’s oldest program, the GEF Small Grants Program (SGP), has provided thousands of grants to Indigneous Peoples. 
The GEF SGP is supporting, in partnership with the Right Energy Partnership with Indigenous Peoples, renewable energy 
projects in Cambodia, Cameroon, DR Congo, El Salvador, Honduras, Nepal, and Timor-Leste. Rooted in human rights and 
self-determination, these initiatives strengthen livelihoods and drive inclusive, climate-resilient energy transitions.

Closing the Gaps in the African Great Green Wall
This project is advancing sustainable land management in seven countries including 
Senegal, Niger, and Burkina Faso. It works with Indigenous pastoralist communities in the 
Réseau Billital Maroobé network to integrate traditional knowledge and mobility practices 
into restoration efforts, supports capacity building for sustainable grazing, strengthens 
cross-border collaboration, and ensures Indigenous leadership in restoring degraded 
lands and desert ecosystems. Climate resilience is included throughout.

Micronesia Conservation 
Trust Fund
Set up and supported by 
multiple GEF projects, this 
conservation trust fund 
helps communities protect 
traditional livelihoods and 
manage resources sustainably, 
bridging the gap between large 
donors and communities.

Examples of GEF engagement with IPLCs



Guideposts:
The following principles serve as guideposts for all work of the GEF to ensure a 
central role for IPLCs
 
1.	 Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) - FPIC is a requirement for all projects 

that potentially impact Indigenous Peoples’ lands, territories, resources and 
ways of life.

2.	 Self-Determined Priorities - IPLCs define their own development pathways, 
ensuring that their priorities shape projects. Activities should be conceived and 
led by IPLCs, including women and girls. Intermediaries should have limited 
roles.

3.	 Holistic Approaches - Working across many conventions, GEF supports IPLCs 
on issues from mercury pollution to renewable energy access. Support is 
holistic, embracing all sectors, ecosystems, and regions. 

4.	 Governance & Decision-Making Led by IPLCs – This is the practice for steering 
committees, advisory groups, and other groups of IPLC leaders making 
decisions for programs meant for IPLCs.

5.	 Capacity Development & Collective Learning – The GEF supports development 
of capacities such as human resources, communications, information 
technology, financial management, and accountability systems. Also, 
opportunities are provided for exchange and learning among initiatives.
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Despite progress, the GEF recognizes that much remains to do to improve the 
scale, accessibility, and directness of funding for IPLCs. Across the GEF portfolio, 
funding to IPLCs takes many different paths. The GEF is committed to progress on 
its journey guided by and in partnership with IPLCs.
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