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Distinguished Council Members, colleagues, and friends, 

 

I am Council Member of the Southern African Constituency, but also 
speaking in this event as the LDC Chairperson.  

 

Now, as the outgoing chair of the LDC Group, this marks the final 
occasion on which I will address the opening of this important 
council meeting. It has been an honor and a privilege to attend the 
LDCF/SCCF councils in the last two years, bringing both the 
goodwill and concerns of the LDCs to the LDCF. The dedication and 



commitment displayed by this Council continue to inspire hope and 
action in the face of immense challenges. 

 

I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to the GEF CEO and 
Chairperson for his unwavering friendship and leadership. Through 
his support, and your support, the GEF-LDC partnership has 
reached new heights, and together we have forged stronger 
connections, advancing our shared goals. 

 

As this Council convenes in the immediate aftermath of the UN 
Climate Conference, COP30, in Belém last month, I feel compelled 
to express our disappointment on behalf of the LDCs.  

 

While we appreciated hearing from all parties about the importance 
of prioritizing LDCs in climate action, we cannot overlook the fact 
that our primary request for COP guidance to GEF – $3 billion for the 
LDCF by 2030 – was not achieved. In other words, it was denied, 
even after the issue was brought to the direct attention of the COP 
President. The final COP decision fell short of our expectations and 
needs. In light of the good news that the co-chair has announced, 
that Australia will serve as co-President with Türkiye, maybe this can 
be achieved.  

 

Furthermore, for the second year in a row at COPs – both at COP29 
in Baku and COP30 in Belém – we have been unable to convene the 



much-needed pledging session for the LDCF and SCCF due to lack 
of adequate donor support. This absence is deeply concerning, as it 
undermines the urgency and support required for those most 
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. 

 

This ongoing lack of financial resources is directly impacting on our 
ability to develop and implement new projects. We just heard from 
the co-chair that the LDCs and SIDS are probably the most 
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, and at present I 
recognize that we can only consider a limited number of projects in 
the work program. This cycle features just four LDCF projects, all of 
which had already received technical clearance for the last council 
meeting. Several approved projects remain pending for future work 
programs because of limited resources. 

 

Now, Council Members and partners – as GEF-8 concludes, I want 
to highlight that the LDCF adopted two financial scenarios and is 
almost $350 million short of the $1 billion minimum target. I am 
grateful to donors pledging support during this Council, and 
encourage others to increase or make new commitments. I am 
aware that some of the partners will be making announcements 
during this meeting, and I congratulate them on that, and also 
encourage others to follow suit to help us meet our financial goals 
for GEF-8. Securing these resources will enable us to advance 
projects and protect vulnerable communities in LDCs from climate 
change impacts. 

 



As I conclude, and as my tenure as chair ends, I encourage renewed 
support for LDCs through the LDCF, which provides unmatched 
value among the climate funds. The LDCF's unique dedication to 
supporting 1.6 billion people in the LDCs to adapt to climate 
challenges deserves your continued commitment. 

 

Before closing, I would like to introduce the incoming LDC Group 
chair for the next two years, starting January 2026. Our commitment 
continues.  

 

Thank you for your support and dedication to building resilience. 

 

Over to you Ambassador Adao, incoming chair of the LDC Group. 

 


