
Special Climate 
Change Fund

335
private sector 
companies engaged 
in adaptation and 
resilience action

Expected results
For currently approved projects

Funding windows
Dedicated funding windows for SIDS 
and innovation

Access to funds
Funding in GEF-8: SCCF-A

SCCF-A:SCCF-A:
Dedicated to 
adaptation in Small 
Island Developing 
States

14 of 30 eligible non-LDC SIDS have accessed  
$42 million for 12 projects under SCCF-A in GEF-8

SCCF-B:SCCF-B:  
Technology, 
innovation, and 
private enterprise to 
support adaptation 
in all developing 
countries

12.53M
direct beneficiaries

271,888
people trained in 
adaptation strategies 
and measures

5.30M
hectares of land 
managed to 
withstand climate 
change

781
policies, plans, 
and processes 
developed or 
strengthened for 
adaptation

GEF-6 to GEF-8

GEF-6 to GEF-8

42% female

48% female

New indicator from GEF-8

Across 

117117 
countries

THE SCCF IN NUMBERS

$405.8$405.8
million  
in funding

Supporting 

106106  
projects

The Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF) was established in 2001 to support 
the climate adaptation efforts of developing countries, and serves as part of the 
financial mechanism of the UNFCCC and the Paris agreement.

GEF-8 initial cap of 
$3M per SIDS

*.  Inclusive of December 2025 Work Program 

*



$40M+ 
invested in 33 projects

40+
new partnerships 
with climate innovators created.

Donors
Contributors since inception

Established in 2019, the GEF Challenge 
Program for Adaptation Innovation pilots 
and de-risks new approaches to adaptation 
funding – leveraging public finance to engage 
private sector innovators in creating new 
solutions to the climate crisis for vulnerable 
populations

Innovation in focus

www.thegef.org
January 2026

Total funding in m$
Areas of investment
Sectoral distribution since inception 

Water resources management 19.9%

Agriculture & sustainable livelihoods 24.5%

Nature-based solutions

10.2%

Climate information services 14.9%

5.6%

Infrastructure & transport 6.6%

Disaster risk management

8.8%

Coastal zone management 6.3%

0.2%

SMEs & private sector

0.7%Human health

Tourism

2.2%
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