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Decision 43/2024 The GEF Monitoring Report 2024

1. The Council, having considered GEF/C.68/03, the GEF Monitoring Report 2024,
welcomes the report and continued implementation of the GEF-8 Results Measurement
Framework and GEF Risk Appetite.

Decision 44/2024 Work Program for GEF Trust Fund

2. The Council, having considered document GEF/C.68/04/Rev.02, Work Program for GEF
Trust Fund, approves the Work Program comprising 31 projects and programs, subject to
comments made during the Council meeting and additional comments that may be submitted in
writing to the Secretariat by January 17, 20251,

3. Total GEF resources approved in this Work Program amounted to $554.6 million,
including GEF project financing and Agency fees. The Work Program is comprised of the
following Project Identification Forms (PIFs) and Program Framework Documents (PFDs):

1 The United States in light of its policies for certain development projects in countries whose governments (i) are not
addressing trafficking in persons, (ii) have engaged in a pattern of gross violations of internationally recognized human rights, or
(iii) do not have in place a functioning system for reporting to civilian authorities audits of receipts and expenditures that fund
activities of the armed forces and security forces; and in light of its policies related to development projects in China, opposes
and therefore does not join a Council decision that would support GEF project 11543 in China.

The United States in light of its policies for certain development projects in countries whose governments (i) are not addressing
trafficking in persons, (ii) have engaged in a pattern of gross violations of internationally recognized human rights, or (iii) do not
have in place a functioning system for reporting to civilian authorities audits of receipts and expenditures that fund activities of
the armed forces and security forces; and in light of its policies related to development projects in China, opposes and therefore
does not join a Council decision that would support GEF project 11693 in China.

The United States, in light of its policies for certain development projects in countries that are state sponsors of terrorism; in
light of its policies for certain development projects in countries whose governments (i) are not addressing trafficking in persons
or (ii) have engaged in a pattern of gross violations of internationally recognized human rights; and in light of its policies
related to development projects in Nicaragua and Venezuela, opposes and therefore does not join a Council decision that
would support GEF project 11698 in Cuba, Nicaragua, South Sudan, and Venezuela.

The United States, in light of its policies for certain development projects in countries that are state sponsors of terrorism; in
light of its policies for certain development projects in countries whose governments (i) are not addressing trafficking in
persons; (ii) have engaged in a pattern of gross violations of internationally recognized human rights; or (iii) do not have in place
a functioning system for reporting to civilian authorities audits of receipts and expenditures that fund activities of the armed
forces and security forces; and in light of its policies related to development projects in China, opposes and therefore does not
join a Council decision that would support GEF project 11726 in China and Cuba.



OTHER PROGRAMS

4, Global (Cameroon, Eswatini, Gabon, Madagascar, Nigeria, Uganda) Global
Elimination Program for PCB (GEP-PCB) (GEF ID 11749). Agency: World Bank, UNDP, UNEP,
AfDB; GEF Project Financing: $ 43,825,000; Co-financing: $ 163,000,000.

5. Global (Belize, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Honduras, Indonesia, Jamaica, Maldives,
Mexico, Morocco, Seychelles, Tanzania, Trinidad and Tobago, Tiirkiye, Vanuatu). Integrated
Collaborative Approaches for Sustainable Tourism Program (iCOAST) (GEF ID 11729). Agency:
UNDP, UNEP, UNIDO, FAO, IADB, EBRD, WWF-US; GEF Project Financing: S 81,834,862; Co-
financing: $ 737,768,029

6. Global (Pakistan). Global Clean Hydrogen Programme — Addendum (GEF ID 11723).
Agency: UNIDO; GEF Project financing: $1,326,147; Co-financing: $26,826,484.

7. Global (Benin, Costa Rica, Egypt, Gambia, Ghana, Mexico, Nepal, Nigeria). Financing
Agrochemical Reduction and Management Plus Program - FARM+ (GEF ID 11682). Agency:
UNDP, UNEP, UNIDO, FAO, AfDB; GEF Project Financing: $ 59,074,144 (LDCF — 5,390,302; GEF
TF—S 53,683,842); Co-financing: $ 556,741,692.

STAND-ALONE FULL-SIZED PROJECTS (PIFs)
Biodiversity

8. Global. GEF-8 Inclusive Conservation Initiative (GEF ID 11761). Agency: WWF; GEF Project
Financing: $22,535,780; Co-financing: $83,799,902.

9. China. Conserving Biodiversity and Natural Resources through Spatial Planning and
Integrated Landscape Management (GEF ID 11693). Agency: UNDP. GEF Project Financing:
$5,509,453; co-financing: $59,400,000.

10. Brazil. Integrated Landscape Management for Biodiversity Conservation and mitigating
Climate Change in the Caatinga - Conecta Caatinga (GEF ID 11565). Agency: Funbio; GEF Project
Financing: $5,504,588; Co-financing: $17,000,000.

11. Indonesia. Strengthening the integrated landscape management and governance for the
conservation and sustainable use of forested areas important for biodiversity and ecosystem
services (AIBDES) in Indonesia (GEF ID 11530). Indonesia. FAO. GEF Project Financing:
$7,105,936; Co-financing: $56,000,000.

Chemicals and Waste

12. Global. Chemicals and Wastes Financing Partnership Facility (CWFPF) (GEF ID 11681);
Agency: ADB, UNIDO; GEF Project Financing: $29,083,000; Co-financing: $ 300,800,000.

13. China. Life Cycle Management Project in Plastic Industry in China (GEF ID 11543);
Agency: UNDP; GEF Project Financing: $20,265,000; Co-financing: $182,385,000.
Climate Change
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14. India. Accelerating sustainable energy transition for decarbonization of micro, small
and medium manufacturing enterprises in India (GEF ID 11758). Agency: UNIDO; GEF Project
financing: $8,982,420; Co-financing: $71,190,000.

15. Regional (Dominica, Grenada, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Suriname).
Strengthening national capacities for implementing the Enhanced Transparency Framework
in Caribbean countries (GEF ID 11675). Agency UNEP; GEF Project financing: $ 6,750,000; Co-
financing: $ 375,000.

International Waters

16. Regional (Kenya, Tanzania). Unlocking the Groundwater Potential of the Kilimanjaro
Water Tower (GEF ID 11547). Agency: FAO; GEF Project Financing: $7,105,936; Co-financing:
$56,500,000.

17. Regional (Colombia, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Jamaica, Panama, Saint Lucia,
and Trinidad and Tobago). Promoting the Integrated Management of Sargassum: Building
Resilient Tourism and Fisheries Sectors through the Conservation of Marine Ecosystems in
Caribbean countries (SargMarine) (GEF ID 11526). Agency: CAF; GEF Project Financing:
$10,000,000; Co-financing: $76,300,000.

18. Regional (Chile, Ecuador, Peru). The Digital Seafood Revolution: Electronic catch
documentation and traceability systems (eCDT) for sustainable and legal fisheries in Chile,
Peru, and Ecuador (GEF ID 11674). Agency: UNEP; GEF Project Financing: $8,000,000; Co-
financing: $80,079,269.

Multi-Focal Area

19. Liberia. Promoting Sustainable Land Management for the achievement of Land
Degradation Neutrality for Improved Equity, Sustainability, and Resilience in Rice Landscapes
of Liberia (GEF ID 11720). Agency: FAO; GEF Project Financing: $ 5,114,019; Co-financing; USD
37,582,973).

20. Fiji. Revitalizing Ecosystems for Sustainable Agriculture and Resilience in Fiji (RESAR)
(GEF ID 11718). Agency: IFAD; GEF Project Financing: $8,226,629; Co-financing: $13,200,000.

21. Tanzania. Integrated Landscape Management for Sustainable Ecosystem Services and
Community Livelihoods in Wami-Ruvu River Basin (GEF ID 11407). Agency: UNEP; GEF Project
Financing: $5,329,452; Co-financing: $27,893,250.

Non-Grant Instrument

22. Regional (Africa). Green Mobility Financing Facility for Africa (GEF ID 11671). Agency:
African Development Bank; GEF Project Financing: $13,461,468; Co-financing: $547,450,000.

23. Rwanda. Rwanda Wildlife Conservation Bond (GEF ID 11514). Agency: The World
Bank; GEF project financing: $9,000,000; Co-financing: $154,100,000.

24, Regional (Eastern Europe and Central Asia). Sustainable and Inclusive Green
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Acceleration Programme (GEF ID 11513). Agency: European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development; GEF Project financing: $13,761,469; Co-financing: $253,808,341.

Multi-Trust Fund

25. Samoa: Strengthening Climate Adaptation, Biodiversity Conservation, and Combating
Land Degradation through Ecosystem-based Adaptation (GEF ID 11700); Agency: UNDP; GEF
Project Financing: $5,329,452 (SCCF-A: $2,689,726; GEF TF: $2,639,726); Co-financing:
$37,024,000.

26. Togo: Strengthening the resilience of natural and agro-ecosystems and communities
to climate change in Central Togo (GEF ID 11548). Agency: UNDP; GEF Project financing: $
6,649,315 (LDCF: $3,989,589; GEF TF: SGET $2,659,726); Co-financing: $68,523,913.

Small Grants Programme

27. Global. Eighth Operational Phase of the GEF Small Grants Programme (GEF ID 11757);
SGP CSO Challenge Program. Agency: IUCN; GEF project financing: $9,075,229: Co-financing:
$ 4,500,000.

28. Global. Eighth Operational Phase of the GEF Small Grants Programme (GEF ID 11726).
Agency: UNDP; GEF project financing: $65,420,307: Co-financing: $65,420,307.

Global. Eighth Operational Phase of the GEF Small Grants Programme (GEF ID 11698). Agency:
FAO; GEF project financing $17,500,554: Co-financing: $ 17,500,554.

29. With respect to the following 5 projects, the Council requested the Secretariat to
arrange for Council members to receive draft final project documents and to transmit to the
CEO within four weeks any concerns they may have prior to the CEO’s endorsing the project
document for final approval by the GEF Agency:

30. Montenegro. Integrated management of multiple use landscapes/seascapes to
promote biodiversity conservation, ecosystem restoration, improve land and marine
productivity and economic benefits to local communities (GEF ID 11533). Agency: UNDP; GEF
Project Financing $5,594,293; Co-financing $48,400,000.

31. Colombia. Participatory restoration to improve the provision of ecosystem services
and connectivity at the landscape scale in Colombia (GEF ID 11679). Agency: UNEP; Project
Financing: $18,103,569; Co-financing: $82,668,594.

32. Brazil. Environmentally sound management and disposal of excess mercury and
mercury waste from removing mercury electrolytic cells in Brazil’s chlor-alkali sector (Chlor-
alkali Brazil) (GEF ID 11697); Agency: UNEP; GEF Project Financing: $12,000,000; Co-financing:
$344,250,000.

33. Yemen. Building Climate Resilience for Vulnerable Groups in Rural and Urban Areas of
Yemen (GEF ID 11717). Agency: UNDP; Total Project Financing: $19,883,486 (LDCF:
$18,098,624 and GEFTF: $1,784,862); Co-financing: $61,100,000.
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34, Ukraine. Hazardous Waste Management and Policy Development Project for Ukraine
(HWM-PDU) (GEF ID 11712); Agency: World Bank; GEF Project Financing: $7,214,612; Co-
financing: $38,775,000.

35. With respect to the PIFs and PFDs approved as part of the Work Program, the Council
finds that each of these PIFs and PFDs (i) is, or would be, consistent with the Instrument and
GEF policies and procedures, and (ii) may be endorsed by the CEO for final approval by the
GEF Agency, provided that the final project documents fully incorporate and address the
Council’s and the STAP reviewer’s comments on the Work Program, and that the CEO
confirms that the project continues to be consistent with the Instrument and GEF policies and
procedures.

36. With respect to any PIF approved in this Work Program, the final project document
will be posted on the GEF website for information after CEO endorsement. If there are major
changes to the project objectives or scope since PIF approval, the final project document shall
be posted on the web for Council review for four weeks prior to CEO endorsement.

Decision 45/2024 Streamlining the GEF Project Cycle: Report from the Working Group
on the Streamlining Process

37. The Council, having considered document GEF/C.68/05/Rev.01, Streamlining the GEF
Project Cycle: Report from the Working Group on the Streaming Process, decides to:

i.  Welcome the report and the progress made by the GEF to date in streamlining its
operations;

ii.  Request the Secretariat and Agencies to work with OFPs to continue to streamline
the project cycle as detailed in Table 1 and present any required policy
amendments for consideration by Council at 69™ Council meeting;

iii.  Request the Secretariat to undertake further analysis and elaboration of options
for consideration as part of the preparation for GEF-9 negotiations, and

iv.  Request the Secretariat to report on implementation of the measures at the 70t
Council meeting.

Decision 46/2024 Evaluation of GEF Interventions in the Chemicals and Waste Focal
Area GEF-5 to GEF-8 and Management Response

38. The Council, having considered document GEF/E/C.68/01 Evaluation of GEF
Interventions in the Chemicals and Waste Focal Area GEF-5 to GEF-8, and GEF/C.68/07, the
Management Response, takes note of the related evaluation recommendations and endorses
the management response to address them.

Decision 47/2024 Evaluation of GEF Programs in Pacific Small Island Developing
States and Management Response

39, The Council, having considered document GEF/E/C.68/02, Evaluation of GEF Programs
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in Pacific Small Island Developing States, and GEF/C.68/06, the Management Response, takes
note of the related evaluation recommendations and endorses the management response to
address them.

Decision 48/2024 Evaluation of Components of the GEF’s Results Based Management
System and Management Response

40. The Council, having considered document GEF/E/C.68/03, Evaluation of Components
of the GEF’s Results Based Management System, and GEF/C.68/08, the Management
Response, takes note of the related evaluation recommendations and endorses the
management response to address them.

Decision 49/2024 Relations with Conventions & Other International Institutions

41. The Council, having considered document GEF/C.68/09/Rev.01, Relations with the
Conventions and Other International Institutions, welcomes the report and requests the GEF
network to continue to work with recipient countries to reflect the guidance and national
priorities in their GEF programming and activities.

Decision 50/2024 Strength of the Partnership: Coverage by Agencies

42. The Council, having considered document, GEF/C.68/10/Rev.01, Strength of the
Partnership: Coverage by Agencies, takes notes of the document and decides to:

a. Request the Secretariat to develop options to add a limited number of additional agencies to
the partnership, on the basis of analysis of agency regional coverage, particularly for LDCs and
SIDS, and to strengthen engagement with CSOs, NGOs and the private sector, for consideration
by the Council at its 69th meeting; and,

b. Request the Secretariat to develop additional options noted in the document, such as set
asides for agency groups with greater engagement needs, the development of incentive
mechanisms, and a targeted outreach program in alignment with the Country Engagement
Strategy, for consideration by Council at a future meeting

Decision 51/2024 Report of the Selection and Review Committee

43, The Council having considered document GEF/C.68/12, Report of the Selection and Review
Committee (SRC):

a) Agrees with the SRC’s assessment of the GEF CEQ’s performance for Fiscal Year 24 (July
1, 2023, to June 30, 2024) and its recommended performance rating. The World Bank will
provide its standard salary increase, in accordance with the World Bank’s Merit Increase
Matrix. The Council requests the SRC to communicate this decision to the World Bank
Human Resource Department.



b) Endorses the GEF IEO Director’s performance for Fiscal Year 24 (July 1, 2023, to June 30,
2024) and be in accordance with its recommended performance rating, based on the
performance assessment provided by Mr. Juha llari Uitto. The World Bank will provide
the standard salary increase, in accordance with the World Bank’s Merit Increase Matrix.
The Council requests the SRC to communicate this decision to the World Bank Human
Resource Department.

c) Takes note of Fiscal Year 25 mid-term assessment goals for both the GEF CEO and IEO
Director and requests the SRC to present their performance evaluations at the 69th
Council meeting.

Decision 52/2024 Ninth Replenishment of the GEF Trust Fund

44, The Council, having reviewed document GEF/C.68/13, Ninth Replenishment of the GEF
Trust Fund, requests the Trustee, in cooperation with the Secretariat, to initiate the
discussions on the ninth replenishment of resources of the GEF Trust Fund.

Decision 53/2024 Other Business

45, The Council, recalling paragraph 18 of the Instrument for the Establishment of the
Restructured Global Environment Facility as amended by the Seventh GEF Assembly, decides
to appoint Mr. Richard Bontjer, Council Member for the Constituency of Australia, New
Zealand, and Republic of Korea as Co-Chair for the year 2025.

Decision 54/2024 Other Business

46. In accordance with paragraph 24 of the Council Rules of Procedure, Agenda item 13. GEF-8
Midterm Review on Performance of Full Flexibility will be included in the provisional agenda of the 69th
GEF Council for discussion next June.

CLOSURE OF THE IMIEETING

The meeting was closed on December 20, 2024


https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2024-09/GEF%20Rules%20of%20Procedure%208-30-24_web.pdf
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