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Decision 24/2025   GEF Monitoring Report 2025 

1. The Council, having considered document GEF/C.70/02, GEF Monitoring Report 2025, 
welcomes the report and continued implementation of the GEF-8 Results Measurement 
Framework and GEF Risk Appetite. 

Decision 25/2025 Work Program for GEF Trust Fund  

2. The Council, having considered document GEF/C.70/03, Work Program for GEF Trust 
Fund, approves the Work Program comprising 30 projects and programs, subject to comments 
made during the Council meeting and additional comments that may be submitted in writing to 
the Secretariat by January 16, 20261,2,3,4,5,6,7,8.  

3. Total GEF resources approved in this Work Program amounted to $290.6 million, 
including GEF project financing and Agency fees. The Work Program is comprised of the following 
Project Identification Forms (PIFs) and Program Framework Documents (PFDs):  

Other Programs (PFDs) 

4. Global (Madagascar). Global Programme to Support Countries to Upscale Integrated 
Electric Mobility Systems - Addendum 2 – December Council 2025 (GEF ID 12006). Agency: UNEP; 

 
1 The United States, in light of its policies for certain development projects in countries that are state sponsors of terrorism; in light of its policies 
for certain development projects in countries whose governments are not addressing trafficking in persons opposes and therefore does not join 
a Council decision that would support GEF project 11882 in Cuba.  
2 The United States, in light of its policies for certain development projects in countries whose governments (i) are not addressing trafficking in 
persons, (ii) have engaged in a pattern of gross violations of internationally recognized human rights, or (iii) do not have in place a functioning 
system for reporting to civilian authorities audits of receipts and expenditures that fund activities of the armed forces and security forces; and in 
light of its policies related to development projects in China, opposes and therefore does not join a Council decision that would support GEF 
project 11885 in China.  
3 The United States, in light of its policies for certain development projects in countries whose governments (i) are not addressing trafficking in 
persons, (ii) have engaged in a pattern of gross violations of internationally recognized human rights, or (iii) do not have in place a functioning 
system for reporting to civilian authorities audits of receipts and expenditures that fund activities of the armed forces and security forces; and in 
light of its policies related to development projects in China, opposes and therefore does not join a Council decision that would support GEF 
project 11989 in China.  
4 The United States, in light of its policies related to development projects in South Africa, opposes and therefore does not join a Council 
decision that would support GEF project 12028 in South Africa.  
5 The United States, in light of its policies for certain development projects in countries whose governments (i) are not addressing trafficking in 
persons, (ii) have engaged in a pattern of gross violations of internationally recognized human rights, or (iii) do not have in place a functioning 
system for reporting to civilian authorities audits of receipts and expenditures that fund activities of the armed forces and security forces; and in 
light of its policies related to development projects in China, opposes and therefore does not join a Council decision that would support GEF 
project 12076 in China.  
6 The United States, in light of its policies related to development projects in Zimbabwe, and in light of our position on providing financial 
support to activities related to the implementation of the Paris Agreement, opposes and therefore does not join a Council decision that would 
support GEF project 12077.   
7 The United States, in light of its policies for certain development projects in countries whose governments (i) are not addressing trafficking in 
persons or (ii) have engaged in a pattern of gross violations of internationally recognized human rights; opposes and therefore does not join a 
Council decision that would support GEF project 12086 in South Sudan.  
8 France opposes and does not join a Council decision that would support GEF project GEF ID 11904 in Burkina Faso. 
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GEF Project Financing: $ 1,784,862; Co-financing: $ 4,450,000. 

STAND-ALONE FULL-SIZED PROJECTS (PIFS)  

Biodiversity 

5. Indonesia. Enhancing Policy Coherence for a Sustainable Blue Economy in Indonesia) 
(GEF ID 12073). Agency: UNEP. GEF Project Financing: $ 8,069,179; Co-financing: $ 75,000,000. 

6. South Africa. Securing Nature’s Contribution to People: Advancing Indigenous and Local 
Community Livelihoods, Cultural Practices, and Sustainable Land Management (GEF ID 12028). 
Agency: UNDP. GEF Project Financing: $ 5,406,101; Co-financing: $ 41,092,606. 

Chemicals and Waste 

7. Global (Jamaica, Cuba, Suriname). Control and reduction of mercury emissions from 
the cement industry in the Small Island Developing States of the Caribbean region (GEF ID 11882). 
Agency: UNIDO; GEF Project Financing: $ 15,000,000; Co-financing: $ 105,000,000. 

International Waters 

8. Regional (Angola, Botswana, Namibia). Cubango-Okavango River Basin (CORB): 
Financing Innovation in Transboundary Waters (GEF ID 12058). Agency: World Bank; GEF Project 
Financing: $ 10,000,000; Co-financing: $ 63,000,000. 

9. Regional (Bolivia, Peru). Titicaca-Desaguadero-Poopó-Salar de Coipasa (TDPS) System II 
– SAP Implementation (GEF ID 11999). Agency: UNDP; GEF Project Financing: $7,105,936; Co-
financing: $64,068,978. 

10. Global. Accelerating Electronic Monitoring in Tuna Fisheries for Strengthening 
Transparency and Addressing Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing (EM4IUU) (GEF ID 
11996). Agency: CI; GEF Project Financing: $5,354,587; Co-financing: $50,000,000. 

Multi-Focal Area 

11. Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Healthy and productive ecosystems for healthy 
and productive rural communities in DRC. (GEF ID 12083). GEF Agency: FAO. GEF project 
financing: $6,010,046; cofinancing: $ 20,800,000. 

12. Malawi. Resilient Integrated Livestock and Aquaculture Project (RILAP) (GEF ID 12072). 
Agency: IFAD; GEF Project Financing: $ 5,344,124; cofinancing $33,000,000. 

13. Brazil. Promoting Policy Coherence through Brazil’s Ecological Transformation Plan (GEF 
ID 12064). Agency: UNDP; GEF Project Financing: $8,019,179; Co-financing: $44,224,489.  

14. Mexico. Mexico’s first national policy for deforestation-free and low-emission: 
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transforming the livestock sector (GEF ID 12063). Agency: FAO; GEF Project Financing: $8,019,180; 
Co-financing: $ 64,200,000.  

15. Bangladesh. Integrated Nature-Based Management of Jaflong-Dawki, Cox’s Bazar-
Teknaf Peninsula and Sonadia Ecologically Critical Areas (ECAs) in Bangladesh (GEF ID 12033). 
Agency: FAO; GEF Project Financing: $9,279,452; Co-financing: $50,000,000. 

16. Madagascar. Establishing sustainable wetland management cornerstones in 
Madagascar (GEF ID 11879). Agency: UNEP; GEF Project Financing: $ 6,372,314; Co-financing: 
$34,836,165. 

17. Ukraine. Resilient Ukrainian Forest Landscapes: Combating Land Degradation, Climate 
Change, and Economic Setbacks through Landscape-Level Forest Restoration (GEF ID 11716). 
Agency: FAO; GEF Project Financing: $5,412,817; Co-financing: $42,640,000. 

18. Libya. Integrated Land and Water Management (ILWM) for enhanced ecosystem goods 
and services in Libya (GEF ID 11706). Agency: UNDP; GEF Project Financing: $ 5,150,793 
5,804,368; Co-financing: $ 20,000,000. 

19. India. Supporting an integrated approach for ecosystem and biodiversity conservation 
and improved livelihoods in Central India (Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra) (GEF ID 11415). 
Agency: FAO; GEF Project Financing: $9,891,743; Co-financing: $99,636,050. 

20. India. Enabling resilience of livestock keepers through integrated landscape 
management (GEF ID 11403). Agency: FAO; GEF Project Financing: $8,841,096; Co-financing: 
$63,371,744.  

Non-Grant Instrument 

21. Regional (Latin America and the Caribbean). Regenerative Agriculture for Food Supply 
Chains (“RASC”) (GEF ID 11866). Agency: World Bank; GEF Project Financing: $13,761,468; Co-
financing: $202,200,000. 

Multi-Trust Fund 

22. Kiribati. Enhancing & Sustaining Kiribati’s Resilient Future: Integrating Green Economy 
Transformations to strengthen Atolls Climate Change Adaptation and Sustainable Land Use 
Management (GEF ID 11759). GEF Agency IFAD; GEF Project Financing: $25,922,298 ($ 7,783,594 
GEF TF, $ 18,138,704 LDCF); Co-financing: $25,000,000. 

Non-expedited Enabling Activity 

23. Global. Umbrella Programme for Preparation of Biennial Transparency Reports (BTRs) 
to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) (GEF ID 12077). Agency: UNEP; 
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GEF Project Financing: $ 31,749,750. 

24. With respect to the following ten projects, the Council requested the Secretariat to 
arrange for Council members to receive draft final project documents and to transmit to the CEO 
within four weeks any concerns they may have prior to the CEO’s endorsing the project document 
for final approval by the GEF Agency:  

25. South Sudan. Resilient landscapes and Livelihoods through Integrated Landscape 
Management and Nature-Based Solutions in South Sudan (GEF ID 12086). Agency: UNDP; GEF 
Project Financing: $ 6,711,633; Co-financing: $ 52,977,666. 

26. Tanzania. Spatial-based Natural Forest Planning and Governance for Robust Ecosystems 
(SPARE) –Integrated Management of Critical Habitats, Coastal and Marine Ecosystems for 
Sustainable Blue Economy (GEF ID 12074). Agency: UNDP; GEF Project Financing: $5,329,452; Co-
financing: $43,264,000. 

27. Liberia. planetGOLD Liberia – Sustainable Mercury Reduction in Liberia’s ASGM Sector 
(GEF ID 11905). Agency: AfDB; GEF Project Financing: $7,000,000; Co-financing: $24,569,881. 

28. Burkina Faso. Management of Mercury and Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) in 
Burkina Faso for a Safe Living Environment (GEF ID 11904). Agency: AfDB; GEF Project Financing: 
$7,000,000; Co-financing: $100,985,160. 

29. Global (Tanzania). Food Systems Integrated Program – Addendum – December 2025 (GEF 
ID 11857). Agency: FAO; GEF Project Financing: $2,446,482; Co-financing: $73,260,000. 

30. China. Transforming China’s Cooling Sector for Low-Carbon Development (GEF ID 
11885). Agency: UNIDO; GEF Project Financing: $11,000,000; Co-financing: $135,476,600. 

31. China. China’s Green Shipping Transition Model and Demonstration (GEF ID 12076). 
Agency: UNIDO; GEF Project Financing: $17,163,120; Co-financing: $158,286,380. 

32. China. Integrated Management of Permafrost Peatland in Northern China for 
Biodiversity Conservation and Climate Actions (GEF ID 11989). Agency: UNDP. Project financing: 
$7,105,936; co-financing: $42,000,000. 

33. Republic of the Marshall Islands. Blue-Green Atolls: Addressing Land Degradation, 
Groundwater Salinization & Coastal Erosion in RMI via climate-resilient strategies (GEF ID 12087). 
Agency: UNDP; GEF Project Financing: $8,537,093 ($ 5,860,082 GEF TF, $ 2,677,011 SCCF); Co-
financing: $ 38,500,000. 

34. Regional (Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Niue, Palau, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu). Unlocking Blue Pacific Prosperity (UBPP) through the 
Ocean Flagship (GEF ID 12069). Agency: CI; GEF Project Financing: $18,048,624; Co-financing: 
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$102,706,318. 

35. With respect to the PIFs and PFDs approved as part of the Work Program, the Council 
finds that each of these PIFs and PFDs (i) is, or would be, consistent with the Instrument and GEF 
policies and procedures, and (ii) may be endorsed by the CEO for final approval by the GEF 
Agency, provided that the final project documents fully incorporate and address the Council’s 
and the STAP reviewer’s comments on the Work Program, and that the CEO confirms that the 
project continues to be consistent with the Instrument and GEF policies and procedures. 

36. With respect to any PIF approved in this Work Program, the final project document will 
be posted on the GEF website for information after CEO endorsement. If there are major changes 
to the project objectives or scope since PIF approval, the final project document shall be posted 
on the GEF website for Council review for four weeks prior to CEO endorsement.  

Decision 26/2025 Relations with Conventions and Other International Institutions  

37. The Council, having considered document GEF/C.70/04, Relations with the Conventions 
and Other International Institutions, welcomes the report and requests the GEF partnership to 
continue to work with recipient countries to reflect the guidance and national priorities in their 
GEF programming and activities.  

Decision 27/2025 Evaluation of Food Systems Programs and Management Response  

38. The Council, having considered document GEF/E/C.70/02 Evaluation of GEF Food Systems 
Programs, and GEF/C.70/05, the Management Response, takes note of the related evaluation 
recommendations and endorses the management response to address them. 

 

Decision 28/2025 The Eighth Comprehensive Evaluation of the GEF and Management 
Response  

39. The Council, having considered document GEF/E/C.70/01 The Eighth Comprehensive 
Evaluation of the GEF, and GEF/C.70/06/Rev.01, the Management Response takes note of the 
related evaluation recommendations and endorses the management response to address them. 

40. Furthermore, the Council decides to commission a review of the STAP (supported 
administratively by the GEF Secretariat) to cover and take forward the issues raised by the GEF 
Independent Evaluation Office under the authority of a time-bound Council working group, 
including a review of the STAP Terms of Reference, by the 72nd meeting of the GEF Council.  

Decision 29/2025 Report of the Selection and Review Committee 
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41. The Council having considered document GEF/C.70/07, Report of the Selection and Review 
Committee:  

a. Agrees with the SRC’s Mid-term Review of the GEF CEO’s performance for Fiscal Year 26 
(July 1, 2025 to Dec 31, 2025). The Council requests the SRC to communicate its Mid-
Term Review to the World Bank Human Resource Department.  

b. Agrees with the SRC’s Mid-term Review of the GEF IEO Director’s performance for Fiscal 
Year 26 (July 1, 2025 to Dec 31, 2025). The Council requests the SRC to communicate its 
Mid-Term Review to the World Bank Human Resource Department. 

c. Requests the SRC to continue the review of its procedure for identifying and proposing 
new members of the SRC for consideration at the 71st GEF Council meeting. 

Decision 30/2025  Resignation of the GEF CEO 
 

46. The Council accepts the resignation of the GEF CEO, effective December 19, 2025. 

47. The Council further decides that Claude Gascon be appointed as interim GEF CEO. 

48. The Council:    

a. Decides to immediately initiate the process for the selection of the next GEF 
CEO/Chairperson.  

b. Authorizes the Selection and Review Committee (SRC) to engage an executive search 
firm in light of guidance from World Bank Human Resources, based on the Terms of 
Reference contained in Annex 1 of document GEF/C.56/11/Rev.01.  

c. Approves a special initiative up to a maximum of $300,000 for the process of 
immediate recruiting the GEF CEO/Chairperson.  

d. Notes that the final Terms of Reference for the GEF CEO/Chairperson will be circulated 
to Council out of session under a no objection procedure building on the existing 
Terms of Reference, once the SRC has received advice from the executive search firm.  

e. Notes that the process for the recruitment of the GEF CEO/Chairperson will be 
circulated to Council out of session under a no objection procedure. 

Decision 31/2025 Other Business 

49. The Council decides to extend Mr. Richard Bontjer, Council Member for the Constituency 
of Australia, New Zealand, and Republic of Korea as Co-Chair until the 71st GEF Council meeting, 
at which time a new Co-Chair will be appointed. Regular Co-Chair terms will resume at this time. 

CLOSURE OF THE MEETING - The meeting was closed on December 19, 2025. 


	Closure of the Meeting - The meeting was closed on December 19, 2025.

