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 Update to the GEF-9 Programming Directions

Representatives of GEF Partnership commented 
  (Donors, Constituencies, Agencies, Conventions)

Comments addressed, over 1,100 text revisions

GEF-9 Programming Directions v 3.0 draft
posted December 5, 2025

* Key Updates: Blended Finance, Country Engagement
Strategy, Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities

Private Sector and Bioeconomy integrated 
in relevant Focal Areas and Integrated Programs
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 GEF Trust Fund Programming

Focal 
Areas

Integrated 
Programs

Conserve, Manage, and 
Restore Natural 

Ecosystems and their 
Services 

Mitigate and Manage 
GHG Emissions and 

Pollution

Transform Global 
Systems Driving 

Planetary Change

Global 
Environmental 

Benefits

MEA Guidance
+

National 
Environmental and 
Development Plans 

+ 
GEF-9 Programming 

Directions

Strategic 
Initiatives



GEF-9 Focal Areas
Biodiversity

• Landscape & seascape 
approaches 

• Integration with MFA, MTF 
investments, including GBFF

• Biodiversity finance and 
domestic resource 
mobilization

Climate Change 
Mitigation

• Decarbonized energy access

• Nature-based solutions

• Resource efficiency: energy 
and materials

Land Degradation

• Mainstreaming ecosystem 
restoration

• Drought management and 
resilience

• UNCCD alignment on 
drought and LDN

International Waters

• Large marine ecosystems 

• Support to the BBNJ 
Agreement

• Strengthened focus on 
groundwater

Chemicals & Waste

• Private sector and blended 
financing enhancements

• Innovation and technology 
scaling

• Plastic pollution efforts



Forest Biomes

Global Wildlife

Blue and Green Islands

Food Systems

Drylands and Drought  
Management

Sustainable Cities

Pollution-Free Supply Chains

Plastics

GEF-9 Integrated Programs

Infrastructure (GRID)Net Zero Nature Positive 
Accelerator

Polluting Effluents 
(CHO)Ecosystem Restoration

MAINSTREAM CONSOLIDATE

EVOLVE



• Increased funding for blended finance 
in the NGI window

• Incentivized STAR programming in blended 
finance projects

• Top 10 recipients Challenge (12%)
• Mainstreamed blended finance in GEF Trust 

Fund programming
• Aligned with SGP and CES efforts 

Blended Finance and Private Investment



 mainstreaming Blended Finance (BF)

Trust Fund Programming
(FA, IP, SGP, CES) 

BF Window
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Country Engagement Strategy
Country Ownership

Whole-of-Government

• Empower OFPs with training, resources, 
recognition, retention

• Enhance Upstream Technical Dialogues for 
portfolio planning

• Mainstream policy coherence

• Expand National Steering Committees

• Country Platforms for Development 
Finance coherence & leverage

 Country Engagement Strategy

OFP Training Sharm El Sheikh



Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities

Whole of Society

• Engage IPLCs in National Dialogues,  ECWs 
and other GEF fora

• Strengthening of IP&LC stewardship through 
ICI direct funding 

• IPOs and CBOs as executing partners

© Global Alliance of Territorial Communities



Thank you
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