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Civil Society Forum | June 3, 2026 | Jointly organized 
by the GEF Secretariat, the GEF CSO Network, GEF 
Indigenous People Advisory Group, and the GEF Gender 
Partnership 

Concept Note 

Background and Rationale 

The Eighth GEF Assembly and associated meetings will be held from May 30 to June 6, 2026. The 
Assembly is the premier gathering of the GEF partnership, bringing together government officials from 
186 member countries, environmental leaders, policymakers, civil society, women, youth, Indigenous 
Peoples and local communities, and private sector representatives from around the world, among 
others. During the Assembly, member countries collectively make decisions on the GEF’s structure, 
programming, and resource allocation. The Assembly will also showcase successful projects and 
innovations financed by the GEF across various regions, highlighting how collaborative funding can 
deliver impactful, scalable solutions to face the triple global crises: climate change, biodiversity loss and 
pollution. Through these discussions and showcases, the Assembly not only strengthens accountability 
and transparency within the GEF system but also reinforces global solidarity in addressing complex 
environmental challenges. 

The GEF has long acknowledged the pivotal role that civil society organizations (CSOs), Indigenous 
Peoples, local communities, women, youth, and other stakeholders play in advancing global 
environmental goals. Civil society plays a central role in delivering environmental outcomes on the 
ground, strengthening accountability, and ensuring that GEF investments reach communities most 
affected by environmental degradation and climate risks. Civil society, Indigenous Peoples, local 
communities, women and youth leaders and advocates, around the world, play critical roles in shaping 
global development agendas. They deliver transformational solutions to global environmental problems, 
bring the voices of rights holders and communities living under marginalized conditions to national, 
regional and global policy dialogues, and elevate local priorities in international environmental 
negotiations and financing. 

Framed within the GEF’s whole-of-society approach, the Civil Society Forum, which will take place on the 
afternoon of June 3, is one of the premier events of the Assembly during which civil society, Indigenous 
Peoples, local communities, women, and youth will be able to voice and share their priorities, interests 
and experiences, and communicate their requests in relation to the GEF’s mission. It is expected that the 
forum will discuss key messages and proposals to feed into the formal GEF Assembly sessions and 
roundtable discussions, including concrete ideas and proposals for the GEF-9 replenishment cycle to 
increase the GEF’s support and engagement with civil society.   
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Participation and Objectives 

The Civil Society Forum will gather representatives of civil society organizations, Indigenous Peoples, 
local communities, women, and youth, as well as government ministers, high-level representatives of 
UN agencies and MEA secretariats, GEF Council members and implementing agencies. Apart from self-
sponsored civil society organizations and participants, the GEF Secretariat is sponsoring the participation 
of members of the GEF CSO Network, Indigenous Peoples Advisory Group, CSOs involved in GEF 
projects, GEF Small Grants Program Grantees, women’s groups, and representatives from youth 
constituencies related to the conventions that the GEF serves. 
 
Bringing rights holders and other stakeholders together, the forum is expected to provide them with 
opportunities to: 

● Elevate rights holders, women, youth and civil society priorities within Assembly discussions. 
● Strengthen communication and coordination between Indigenous Peoples, local communities, 

women, youth representatives and CSOs, as well as UN agencies, MEA secretariats, GEF Council 
members, GEF implementing agencies, and other stakeholders. 

● Share and discuss implementation challenges and solutions from the ground. 
● Connect community experience with GEF-9 priorities and programming. 
● Generate clear, actionable inputs for Assembly interventions and the civil society statement. 

Proposed Structure  

The forum will take place in the Diamond Room and is planned for a duration of four hours. Welcoming 
remarks will be provided by the interim GEF CEO and from Uzbekistan’s Advisor to the President on 
Environmental Matters (tbc), followed by a presentation of the forum’s objectives and expected 
outcomes. The forum will be centered on two moderated and interactive dialogues with panelists which 
will include the diversity of GEF’s engagement, including civil society, Indigenous Peoples, local 
communities, women, youth representatives as well as GEF Council members, GEF implementing 
agencies and GEF Operational Focal Points (OFPs), among others.  The panels will also provide 
opportunities for audience participation and Q&As. The closing session will present the forum’s key 
takeaways, proposals, priorities and inputs for Assembly engagement and provide updates on the Civil 
Society Statement to be presented on the first day of the GEF Assembly. An extended coffee break 
halfway through the forum will provide ample opportunity for participants to engage with each other.  
 
Translation into English, Spanish and French will be provided. 

Expected Outputs 

● Consolidated Indigenous Peoples, local communities, women, youth, civil society and other 
stakeholders’ priorities and practical proposals to be presented to the Assembly.  

● Five key messages to guide interventions during Assembly sessions.  
● Strengthened coordination across constituencies and regions.  
● Identified areas for collaboration with the Secretariat and partners. 
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EIGHTH GEF ASSEMBLY | CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM  
AGENDA  
 Time: June 3, 2026, 14:00 – 18:00 | Room: Diamond  

Time Segment Content & Speakers 
14:00–14:05 Welcome Master of ceremony, Gabriella Richardson Temm, GEF 

Cultural ceremony 
14:15-14:35 
(25 min) 

Opening 
Remarks  

1. Claude Gascon, Interim CEO and Chairperson, GEF 
2. Aziz Abdukhakimov, Uzbekistan’s Advisor to the President on 

Environmental Matters 
3. Faizal Parish, Chair, GEF CSO Network and Director of the Global 

Environment Centre, Malaysia 
4. Giovanni Reyes, Chair, GEF Indigenous Peoples Advisory Group 

and President of the Philippine ICCA Consortium 
14:35-14:50 
(15 min) 

Objectives Sagar Aryal, Vice Chair, GEF CSO Network and Chief Technology Officer, 
Plant-for-the-Planet 

14:50-15:40 
(60 min) 

Panel I 
 
Q&A  

Scaling Community-Led Solutions  
Moderator: Sagar Aryal, Vice Chair, GEF CSO Network 
Panelists: 

1. Alisi Rabukawaqa, IPAG, Fiji 
2. Jana El-Horr, World Bank, GEF SGP Microfinance Initiative 
3. Olivia Patterson, GEF SGP Grantee and Executive Director of 

Friends of the Environment, Bahamas  
4. Cam Do, GEF Council Member and Director General of 

Development Finance at Global Affairs, Canada  
15 min Show and Tell  
Coffee Break 

16:25-17:15 
(60 min) 

Panel II  
 
Q&A 

 
 

Finance, Governance, and Accountability  
Moderator: Vivian Silole, IMPACT Kenya 
Panelists: 

1. Juliet Grace Luwedde, UNCCD Youth Caucus, Uganda 
2. Arturo Arreola, RFP CSO Network Mesoamerica, Mexico 
3. Edda Fernández, CBD Women Caucus, Mexico 
4. Hoda El-Shawadfy, Africa Regional Representative in the GEF-9 

Replenishment, Egypt  
15 min Show and Tell  
17:30-17:50 
(20 min) 

Reflections 
and Closing 
session 

1. Adriana Moreira, Head of Partnerships, GEF 
2. Faizal Parish, Chair, CSO Network  
3. Aziz Ganiev, Director of Zamin International Foundation, 

Uzbekistan (tbc) 
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