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FOURTH MEETING FOR THE  
NINTH REPLENISHMENT OF RESOURCES OF THE GEF TRUST FUND  

APRIL 9, 2026 
SUMMARY OF THE CO-CHAIRS 

 
 
 

The fourth meeting of Participants for the Ninth Replenishment of the GEF (GEF-9) was held 
virtually on April 9, 2026. The meeting was co-chaired by Akihiko Nishio, Vice President, 
Development Finance, World Bank and Claude Gascon, Interim CEO and Chairperson, GEF.  

Contributing Participants were joined by non-donor recipient country Participants representing 
Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, and Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS); observers from the GEF Agencies; two NGO/CSO observers representing donor 
and recipient country-based NGOs/CSOs respectively; one representative from IPAG; and a 
representative from the Adaptation Fund (AF), the Climate Investment Funds (CIFs), and the 
Green Climate Fund (GCF). Representatives from five of the six global environmental conventions 
for which the GEF serves as a financial mechanism also attended the meeting as observers. The 
pledging session was restricted to representatives from Contributing Participants only. 

Mr. Nishio opened the meeting by welcoming all Participants to the fourth and final meeting of 
the GEF-9 Replenishment. He underscored the Participants’ commitment to achieving the 
ambitious, yet critical, goals of the GEF and expressed appreciation of their significant efforts and 
dedication throughout the negotiations, thereby setting the stage for a successful pledging session.  

Mr. Gascon extended a warm welcome to all Participants and expressed his sincere gratitude to all 
Contributing Participants for their steadfast dedication to the GEF. He observed that, in an era 
characterized by global polarization, the GEF-9 replenishment process has demonstrated the 
remarkable outcomes achievable through cooperation and collaboration. Furthermore, he 
reaffirmed the consensus established in Bonn, where Participants agreed upon the principal 
priorities for GEF-9. These include expanding blended finance, promoting whole-of-society and 
whole-of-government approaches, intensifying support for Indigenous Peoples and Local 
Communities, and increasing assistance for least developed countries and small island developing 
states. In addition, Participants committed to making the GEF more efficient, straightforward, and 
impactful. Mr. Gascon emphasized that, by remaining focused on the overarching goal of 
protecting the global environment, the bold and ambitious GEF-9 replenishment is poised to instill 
confidence, catalyze action, and elevate collective aspirations for what we can accomplish for the 
planet. He concluded by acknowledging that the Replenishment process has been an extraordinary 
journey that represented a renewed optimism to safeguard the global environment and create a 
better planet for all. 

GEF-9 Replenishment Package: 

Mr. Nishio opened this session to adopt four key documents of the GEF-9 Replenishment Package: 
the GEF-9 Policy Recommendations, the GEF-9 Programming Directions, the draft GEF-9 
Replenishment Resolution, and the draft Summary of Negotiations of GEF-9, with the Indicative 
Resource Allocation table and Global Environmental Benefits targets presented for adoption in a 
later session. 
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Participants expressed support for the GEF-9 Replenishment package and welcomed the adoption 
of new funding and policy commitments, including a historic US$100 million allocation for 
Indigenous peoples, increased private sector engagement, streamlined modalities, and enhanced 
support for LDCs and SIDS.   

Participants approved the Policy Recommendations, the Programming Directions, the draft 
Replenishment Resolution and the draft Summary of Negotiations tabled for consideration in the 
session. The final documents will be presented to the GEF Council in May/June 2026.  

Pledging: 

The pledging session was attended exclusively by Contributing Participants. During this session, 
most Contributing Participants announced their pledges for the GEF-9 Replenishment while some 
indicated they would share their pledges prior to the June GEF Council meeting. Strong support 
for the work of the GEF was expressed by many Participants. Based on the commitments presented 
during the session, an initial replenishment envelope of US$3.88 billion for GEF-9 was announced. 
Mr. Nishio affirmed that this substantial financial commitment reflects the strong collective 
determination of the Participants to advance the ambitious environmental goals of the GEF, which 
are vital for safeguarding the future of the planet. Mr. Nishio also indicated that the Trustee and 
the GEF Secretariat looked forward to hearing from all donors in advance of the upcoming 
71st GEF Council Meeting. 

GEF-9 Programming Scenario and Global Environmental Benefits Targets: 

Given the anticipated increase in the GEF-9 financial envelope by the May/June 2026 GEF 
Council meeting, Mr. Nishio requested participants to adopt the Programming Scenario and Global 
Environmental Benefits document, which includes an indicative allocation table of US$4.5 billion 
and the associated Global Environmental Benefits. The final pro-rated allocation table and 
associated Global Environmental Benefits will be presented at the upcoming 71st GEF Council 
meeting and will be pro-rated to reflect the actual GEF-9 financial envelope based on the indicative 
allocation table aligned with the Bonn Consensus. The document was adopted. 

Closing:  

The Co-Chairs expressed their appreciation to the Participants for their dedication and consistent 
support of the GEF, as well as for maintaining a collaborative spirit during the replenishment 
negotiations. 

Mr. Nishio stated that “the successful GEF-9 Replenishment is a testament that the GEF is an 
important source of funding and support for recipient countries in their efforts to achieve 
environmental goals and strengthen institutional development and policy reforms.” 

Mr. Gascon expressed his appreciation for “everyone who planted a seed for GEF-9.” A short 
video closed the meeting, illustrating the work that has been done over the past 16 months by all 
participants to reach this final approval and agreement on the GEF-9 package. The video 
highlighted participants throughout the replenishment and was a tribute to the GEF Partnership. 
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Next Steps:  

The Trustee will reach out to Contributing Participants bilaterally to confirm all pledge details. 
The Trustee aims to finalize the table of contributions with all requested footnotes and applicable 
texts, in advance of the upcoming 71st GEF Council meeting, which will be appended to the GEF-
9 Replenishment Resolution.  

The entire GEF-9 Replenishment package will be presented for GEF Council endorsement at the 
71st GEF Council meeting.  

Upon GEF Council’s endorsement, the GEF-9 Replenishment package will be transmitted to the 
Executive Directors of the World Bank for approval, which is expected in July 2026.  

Finally, with the approval of the Executive Directors of the World Bank and the adoption of the 
GEF-9 Replenishment Resolution, the GEF-9 financing period will officially start. 

 
 
 


