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Introduction 

1. This document presents the progress made in the operations of the Global Biodiversity 
Framework Fund (GBFF) since inception by the Global Environment Facility (GEF). It covers 
progress in programming and governance arrangements. 

Programming 

2. The approval of the GBFF Resource Allocation Policy1 and the GBFF Project Cycle Policy2 
at the first GBFF Council meeting, in February 2024, marked the start of GBFF programming and 
triggered the opening of the first programming tranche, which made $211 million available for 
programming. This amount corresponds to all confirmed pledges by that date, minus corporate 
budget needs. 

3. GBFF resources are allocated through competitive selection rounds under each tranche. 
As agreed in the GBFF Policy on Allocation of Resources, a new programming tranche is opened 
when an additional $250 million has been pledged to the GBFF, or 18 months have passed since 
the opening of the first tranche, whichever comes first. To date, two programming tranches have 
been carried out through a total of five selection rounds. 

4. At each selection round, agencies are invited to submit project preparation grant (PPG) 
requests on behalf of countries during a specific time window. Once the window closes, the 
Secretariat selects all or a subset of proposals based on (i) seven selection criteria3, (ii) the Fund’s 
three portfolio-level targets, and (iii) resource availability. Once a PPG request is approved by the 
GEF CEO, countries and agencies have nine months to submit fully developed proposals. Projects 
whose GBFF project financing does not exceed $5 million are then approved by the GEF CEO by 
delegation of authority. Projects with project financing above $5 million are included in a Work 
Program for consideration by the GBFF Council. 

5. The first programming tranche, which ran from February 2024 to August 2025, consisted 
of three selection rounds which programmed a total of $201.6 million for 40 projects benefiting 
41 countries as follows:  

i. The first selection round, organized immediately after the first GBFF Council meeting, 
included four PPG requests, which were all approved by March 14, 2024. The four projects 
totaled $39.78 million, inclusive of PPG and fees (see Annex B). All projects have been 
fully developed and endorsed. Three are under implementation. 

 
1 GEF, 2024a, Policy on Allocation of Resources for the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund (GBFF), Council Document 
GEF/GBFF.01/03/Rev.03. 
2 GEF, 2024b, Global Biodiversity Framework Fund (GBFF) Project Cycle Policy, Council Document 
GEF/GBFF.01/04/Rev.02 
3 GEF, 2024a, op. cit.  

https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/gef-gbff-01-03-rev-03
https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/gef-gbff-01-04-rev-02
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ii. The second selection round was opened from March 4 to April 1, 2024. Of the 66 PPG 
requests submitted, 18 requests from 21 countries were selected on May 9, 2024, 
including thirteen least developed countries (LDCs) and small island developing States 
(SIDS), totaling $70.66 million (see Annex C). Of these, fifteen projects have since been 
endorsed, including four projects above $5 million, and one project that has started 
implementation. The other three CEO endorsement requests are under revisions by the 
Agencies or further review by the Secretariat following revisions. 

iii. The third selection round took place from August 08 to September 30, 2024, with 18 PPG 
requests from 17 countries, including nine LDCs and SIDS, selected by December 13, 2024, 
out of 57 proposals, totaling $91.17 million of project financing, inclusive of PPGs and 
agency fees (see Annex D). In total, out of the 18 PPG requests approved, six have been 
endorsed, two are under four-week review by the Council, and two are included in the 
June 2026 Work Program (GEF ID 11784, India; and GEF ID 11787; Papua New Guinea). 
The other eight CEO endorsement requests are under revisions by the Agencies, or further 
review by the Secretariat following revisions.  

6. The second programming tranche was opened on August 11, 2025, triggered by the 18-
month rule, with $161.8 million available for programming. During this second tranche, the 
following two selection rounds have been carried out:  

i. The first selection round of the second tranche took place from August 11 to September 
12, 2025, with eligibility restricted to (i) submissions from SIDS and LDCs, and/or (ii) 
submissions from agencies which are international financial institutions (IFI). Out of 43 
PPG requests submitted, 22 totaling $87.1 million were selected on November 19, 2025 
(see Annex E), benefiting 34 countries, including 22 SIDS and LDCs. One CEO endorsement 
request has already been submitted and is under revision following Secretariat review. 
The 21 other projects of this round are under development. As per the GBFF project cycle 
policy, they are to submit their CEO endorsement requests by August 11, 2026.  

ii. The second selection round of the second tranche was open to all countries and all 
agencies from October 27 to December 17, 2025, with results communicated on March 
23, 2026. 85 PPG requests were submitted. The 84 submissions that had a valid Letter of 
endorsement amounted to $322.3 million in GBFF funding request. 20 PPG requests 
totaling $73.4 million were selected, benefiting 25 countries, including seven LDCs and 
SIDS (see Annex F). Among these, 16 countries, including four LDCs and SIDS, are accessing 
the GBFF for the first time.4 and features a strong engagement of IPLCs, transboundary 
conservation, and sustainable finance mechanisms5.  

 
 
5 GEF, 2026, GBFF expands global reach with $73 million in new biodiversity project approvals, Press Release. 

 

https://www.thegef.org/newsroom/news/gbff-expands-global-reach-73-million-new-biodiversity-project-approvals
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7. With the conclusion of the fifth selection round, the GBFF has programmed its resources 
and thus finalized its second programming tranche. The GBFF has not yet received additional 
confirmed pledges since the start of the second tranche. 

8. Through the five selection rounds since February 2024, a total of $362.1 million has been 
programmed for 82 PPG requests benefiting 87 countries, including 47 SIDS and LDCs.  

Programming of Resources for KMGBF Targets  

 
9. Table 1 presents resources programmed for each of the GBFF Action Areas as articulated 
in the Programming Directions and aligned KMGBF targets. The breakdown across Action Areas 
is subject to slight changes in the future as proposals evolve from PPG stage to fully developed 
projects. The Secretariat will continue to monitor and report on the programming of resources 
for the KMGBF targets. 

Table 1. Resources Programmed per GBFF Action Area and Alignment with KMGBF Targets as 
of April 2026 (Including Three Calls for Proposals of the First Programming Tranche and Two 

Calls for Proposals of the Second Programming Tranche) 

GBFF Action Area 

Resources 
Requested 

in June 2026 
Work 

Program ($) 

Resources 
Approved by 

Council 
and/or CEO 

($) 

Approved PPGs 
and Resources 
Set-aside for 

Projects under 
Preparation ($) 

Cumulative 
Resources 
Approved 

or Set-aside 
($) 

1. Biodiversity conservation, restoration, 
land/sea-use and spatial planning  
KMGBF targets 1, 2, 3 

 13,191,250  54,350,970  53,292,032  120,834,252 

2.Support to IPLC stewardship and 
governance of lands, territories, and waters  
KMGBF targets 1, 2, 3, 22 

 2,181,000  45,501,679  45,332,158  93,014,837 

3. Policy alignment and development 
KMGBF targets 14, 15, 18 

 5,914,632  19,047,489 24,962,121 

4. Resource mobilization 
KMGBF targets 18, 19 3,536,750  15,357,319   45,220,297  64,114,366 

5. Sustainable use of biodiversity 
KMGBF targets 5,9    9,011,686  8,614,352  17,626,038 

6. Biodiversity mainstreaming in production 
sectors 
KMGBF targets 7, 10 

 2,181,000  4,538,206  20,808,426  27,527,632 

7.Invasive alien species (IAS) management 
and control 
KMGBF target 6 

   2,742,990  2,742,990  

8.Capacity building and implementation 
support for biosafety, handling of 
biotechnology and access and benefit 
sharing, including under the Nagoya and 
Cartagena protocols 
KMGBF targets 13, 17 

 2,017,250   9,285,882  11,303,132  

Grand Total  21,090,000 136,691,745    204,343,629 362,125,374  
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GBFF Programming by Region  

 
10. Table 2 shows the geographical distribution of GBFF programming from the first and 
second programming tranches. 

Table 2. Distribution across Regions of the GBFF Resources Requested and Programmed to 
date (Inclusive of PPG and Fees)  

Region 

Resources Approved or Set-Aside Pending Project Approval 
June 2026 

Work 
Program ($) 

Resources Approved 
by Council/ 

CEO to Date ($) 

Resources Set-Aside 
for Cleared PPG 

Requests to Date ($) 
Grand Total ($ and %) 

Africa  40,478,813 73,669,269 114,148,082 32% 
Asia 21,090,000  21,138,505 44,988,843 87,217,348 24% 
Europe, Central Asia 
& the Middle East                    870,000 20,602,061 21,472,061 6% 

Latin America and 
the Caribbean  74,204,427 65,083,456 139,287,883 38% 

Totals 21,090,000  136,691,745 204,343,629 362,125,374 100% 
SIDS & LDCs 7,270,000  38,267,820 94,853,185  140,391,005  39% 

 

GBFF Programming by Agency 

 
11. Table 3 shows the distribution across GEF agencies of resources programmed in the first 
and second programming tranches. Resources have been programmed through 13 of the 18 GEF 
agencies.  

Table 3. Distribution across Agencies of the GBFF Resources Requested and Programmed to 
date (Inclusive of PPG and Fees) 

Agency 

Resources 
Requested in 

June 2026 
Work 

Program ($) 

Resources 
Approved by 
Council and 

CEO ($) 

Approved PPGs 
and resources 

set aside 
pending 

approval ($) 

Cumulative 
Resources 

Approved and/or 
Set-aside ($) 

Share (%) 

ADB 
 

3,000,000  1,500,768  4,500,768   1% 
CAF    16,055,485  3,718,654   19,774,139 5% 
CI 

 
 23,376,006  12,298,206   35,674,212  10% 

DBSA 
  

 2,209,975   2,209,975  1% 
FAO 7,270,000 12,348,505   24,347,339   43,965,844  12% 

Funbio 
 

 9,880,000  
 

 9,880,000  3% 
IADB    20,540,566   20,540,566  6% 
IFAD 

  
 4,527,504  4,527,504  1% 

IUCN 
 

4,050,000  14,194,603   18,244,603  5% 
UNDP 6,910,000  25,818,566   43,799,580   76,528,146 21% 
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Agency 

Resources 
Requested in 

June 2026 
Work 

Program ($) 

Resources 
Approved by 
Council and 

CEO ($) 

Approved PPGs 
and resources 

set aside 
pending 

approval ($) 

Cumulative 
Resources 

Approved and/or 
Set-aside ($) 

Share (%) 

UNEP    17,083,523   17,083,523 5% 
World Bank 6,910,000 

 
 51,592,566    58,502,566 16% 

WWF-US     42,163,183  8,530,345  50,693,528  14% 
Grand Total  21,090,000 136,691,745  204,343,629   362,125,374 100% 

 

Portfolio-Level Results and Targets 

 
GEF Core Indicators  

 
12. The contribution to the GEF core indicators of the portfolio of GBFF projects is displayed 
in Table 4. The table presents (i) the two projects included in the June 2026 Work Program; (ii) 
the 26 projects that have been endorsed by the CEO at the time of writing. These 28 projects 
represent a total GBFF financing of $157,781,745. 

13. Because targets at PPG request stage are preliminary and subject to change, reporting is 
restricted to targets confirmed in technically cleared, fully developed projects (CEO endorsement 
request stage). Table 4 shows only the subset of GEF core indicators and sub-indicators for which 
the 28 projects have set a target. 

Table 4. GBFF Portfolio’s Contribution to the GEF Core Indicators 

Core indicators 

Presented to 
Council June 
2026 Work 

Program 

Resources 
Approved by 
Council and 
CEO to date 

Grand Total 

Terrestrial protected areas created or under 
improved management (hectares) 276,102 14,794,087 15,070,189 

– of which newly created (hectares) 3,785 135,230 139,015 
– of which under improved management 
effectiveness (hectares) 272,317 14,658,856 14,931,173 

Marine protected areas created or under improved 
management (hectares)  30,474,670 30,474,670 

– of which newly created (hectares)  4,304,594 4,304,594 
– of which under improved management 
effectiveness (hectares)  26,170,076 26,170,076 

Area of land and ecosystems under restoration 
(hectares) 5,000 78,973 83,973 

– of which degraded agricultural lands under 
restoration (hectares)  11,004 11,004 

– of which forest and forest land under restoration 
(hectares) 

 35,624 35,624 
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Core indicators 

Presented to 
Council June 
2026 Work 

Program 

Resources 
Approved by 
Council and 
CEO to date 

Grand Total 

– of which natural grass and woodland under 
restoration (hectares) 

5,000 
 22,545 27,545 

– of which wetlands (including estuaries & 
mangroves) under restoration (hectares)  9,800 9,800 

Area of landscapes under improved practices to 
benefit biodiversity, excluding protected areas 
(hectares) 

1,800,000 11,436,332 13,236,332 

– of which under improved management to benefit 
biodiversity (hectares) 1,800,000 11,384,612 13,184,612 

– of which under sustainable land management in 
production systems (hectares)  51,720 51,720 

– of which Terrestrial OECMs supported (hectares)  4,122,873 4,122,873 
Area of marine OECMs supported (hectares)  567,270 567,270 
Greenhouse gas emission mitigated (tCO2e) 4,444,599 118,453,802 122,898,401 
People benefiting from GEF-financed investments 
(number) 51,000  438,649 489,649 

– Of whom Female (number) 25,080 220,758 245,838 
 

14. Future progress reports will gradually transition to present analysis based on the 
updated GBFF Results Framework adopted by the GBFF Council at its 5th meeting in December 
2026.6 The GEF Secretariat has developed draft guidelines for all GBFF indicators included in the 
updated Results Framework, in coordination with the guidelines for GEF-9 Results Management 
Framework. Together with the monitoring framework of the KMGBF 7 , the GEF-8 Results 
Framework was used as a basis to develop the GBFF Results Framework, which stated that 
“changes made as part of the GEF-9 Replenishment process to the GEF core indicators and sub-
indicators that are included in the GBFF Results Framework will also be reflected before the roll-
out of the GBFF Results Framework”. As detailed in the guidelines, some adjustments were made 
to the set of indicators included in the GBFF Results framework to reflect the changes made in 
the GEF-9 Results Management Framework (RMF) compared to GEF-8. 

15. As of April 23, 2026, the draft guidelines on the GBFF Results Framework had not yet 
undergone consultations with GEF Agencies and stakeholders. Once finalized, after consultations, 
the guidelines will be presented as an information document to the 6th Council meeting. 

Portfolio-level Targets 
 
16. Across the two programming tranches completed to date, the GBFF has successfully 
achieved all of its three portfolio-level targets set at operationalization, surpassing the targets 

 
6 GEF, 2025, Results Framework the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund, Council document, GEF/GBFF.05/05. 
7 CBD, 2025, Monitoring framework for the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, CBD COP Decision 
16/31. 

https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2025-12/EN_GEF.GBFF_.05.05_Results%20Framework%20of%20the%20GBFF.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-16/cop-16-dec-31-en.pdf
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for IFI and IPLCs, and meeting the target for SIDS and LDCs. The expected contributions towards 
the portfolio-level targets from all selection rounds to date (three from the first tranche and two 
from the second tranche) and the specific contribution of the selection round completed since 
last progress report (fifth selection round) are summarized below: 

17. 36 percent + 3 percent allocated to small island developing States (SIDS)/least 
developed countries (LDCs)8 :The share of approved PPG requests allocated to SIDS and LDCs is 
38.8 percent of GBFF funding programmed to date, meeting the portfolio-level target. 38.8 
percent corresponds to the share for SIDS and LDCs calculated over the total $362.1 million 
programmed to date, i.e., the funding approved or set-aside pending approval for the 82 PPG 
requests across all five selection rounds completed to date.  

18. The GBFF resource allocation policy provides that “PPG requests from countries that are 
neither SIDS, nor LDCs may be approved up to 61% of the total GBFF resources available for 
allocation since inception, and approvals of PPG requests from SIDS and LDCs may be approved 
up to 36%+3% of the total GBFF resources available for allocation since inception”. The share for 
countries that are neither SIDS, nor LDCs calculated over the $363.4 million made available for 
allocation through programming tranches one and two is 61 percent. The share for SIDS and LDCs 
stands at 38.6 percent of total GBFF resources available for allocation since inception. The 
remaining 0.4 percent of the $363.4 million opened for programming ($1.27 million) has not been 
programmed. 

19. The fourth selection round, which included special eligibility criteria to prioritize 
submissions from SIDS and LDCs, as well as proposals by IFIs, boosted progress toward this target, 
with 54.7 percent of the $87.1 million programmed in that round allocated to projects benefiting 
SIDS and LDCs.  

20. In the fifth selection round, 24.6 percent of the total funding requests across the 84 valid 
submissions received came from SIDS and LDCs, and 21.2 percent of the resources programmed 
for the 20 PPG requests selected will benefit SIDS and LDCs.  

21. As per the resource allocation policy, progress towards programming the +3 percent 
portion is to be reviewed by the Council three years after the Fund ratification by the Assembly. 
Given the 7th GEF Assembly that ratified the GBFF took place in August 2023, it is suggested that 
the Council reviews the +3 percent portion of the target at its 7th meeting. 

22. 25 percent to be programmed through international financing institutions (IFIs)9: The 
proportion programmed through IFIs has increased from 28.4 percent to 30.4 percent of the 
GBFF resources programmed to date, or $110.07 million.  

 
8 As stated in the Programming Directions, the 3 percent portion to SIDS and LDCs will be reviewed after 3 years of 
the date of the Fund ratification at the Assembly. If unused, the 3 percent will be reallocated to other countries.  
9 As stated in the Programming Directions, a report on the distribution of GBFF resources by agencies will be 
presented at the GBFF Council 2 years after the date of ratification of the GBFF at the GEF Assembly. The GBFF 
Council can, at that time, discuss new measures as needed to ensure that the target for IFIs is achieved.  
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23. This increase is due to the fifth selection round, where 38.4 percent of the $73.4 million 
is programmed through IFIs. A total of six IFIs (ADB, CAF, DBSA, IADB, IFAD, and the World Bank) 
are now involved in GBFF projects. 

24. Aspirational share of 20 percent by 2030 to support actions by IPLCs for biodiversity: 
To date, 31.8 percent of programmed GBFF financing has been allocated to support actions by 
IPLCs. The portfolio-level aspirational share therefore continues to be exceeded.  

25. Changes compared to the previous progress report reflect both changes as projects 
refine their budget and design between PPG request and CEO endorsement request stages, and 
the addition of the fifth selection round. 

26. In the fifth selection round, 30 percent of the total funding requests across the 84 valid 
submissions received was to support actions by IPLCs for biodiversity, and 38 percent of the $73.4 
million programmed for the 20 PPG requests selected is to support actions by IPLCs for 
biodiversity.  

27. Following the development of the GBFF guidelines on actions by IPLCs in December 
2025,10 the Secretariat organized a webinar for GEF Agencies in March 2026 on the guidance, 
which provides recommendations on how projects can support and report on actions by IPLCs 
throughout the GBFF project cycle. The recording and presentation materials were posted on the 
GEF website.11 

GBFF Governance 

Auxiliary Body 
 
28. As of April 2026, the Auxiliary Body for the term July 2024 to June 2026 consists of 
seventeen members, representing eleven out of twenty constituencies eligible to submit 
nominations for the Auxiliary Body. This reflects the departure of one member in December 
2025.12 Constituencies that are not currently represented have not submitted nominations. The 
updated list of members is provided in Annex G.  

29. The Auxiliary Body is mandated to provide technical advice and recommendations to the 
GBFF Council in a comprehensive and independent manner. As stated in its Terms of Reference13, 

 
10  GEF, 2025, Guidelines on Actions by Indigenous People and Local Communities, Council Document 
GEF/GBFF.5/Inf.04. 
11 https://www.thegef.org/what-we-do/topics/global-biodiversity-framework-fund#webinars  
12 At the fifth GBFF Council in December 2025, an expert for the constituency of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, and Venezuela and had served as one of the two Co-Chairs, informed the 
Council of her departure. No replacement has since been nominated by her constituency. 
13 GEF, 2024, Terms of Reference for Advisory Group(s) and Auxiliary Body for the Global Biodiversity Framework 
Fund, Council Document GEF/GBFF/02/04. 

https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2025-12/EN_GEF.GBFF_.C.05.Inf_.04_Guidelines%20on%20Actions%20by%20IPLCs.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/what-we-do/topics/global-biodiversity-framework-fund#webinars
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such advice and recommendations concern the implementation of the GBFF Programming 
Directions and may also be provided on items deliberated at each Council meeting. 

30. In line with this mandate, at its fourth Meeting in June 2025 14 , the GBFF Council 
requested the Auxiliary Body to discuss options to facilitate the achievement of the portfolio-
level target that 25 percent of GBFF resources are to be allocated through IFIs that are GEF 
Agencies, and to provide technical advice and recommendation to the Council at its sixth 
meeting. 

31. Since July 2025, the GEF Secretariat has been providing ongoing support to the Auxiliary 
Body to respond to the Council’s request. At the request of the Co-Chairs, this included 
development of a background note on progress toward the IFI portfolio-level target across the 
first four selection rounds, together with a non-exhaustive list of potential measures for the 
Auxiliary Body’s consideration.  

32. In addition, the Secretariat supported the design and circulation of a survey to all GEF’s 
Operational Focal Points (OFPs) to gather perspectives on the advantages and challenges of 
working with IFIs as implementing agencies. The Co-Chair is expected to present the Auxiliary 
Body’s finalized advice and recommendations to the Council at its sixth meeting.  

33. The fourth meeting of the Auxiliary Body is planned to take place virtually in May 2026, 
ahead of the sixth GBFF Council Meeting to discuss relevant Council agenda items and finalize 
the Auxiliary Body’s response to the Council request on the IFI- portfolio-level target. 

34. As agreed in the Terms of Reference15 of the Auxiliary Body, approved at the second 
GBFF Council Meeting, constituencies will nominate experts for each term and may request to 
modify the term of experts within the calendar year of the term to facilitate continuity. Experts 
may serve two terms if agreed by the nominating constituency. Constituencies are also 
encouraged to facilitate engagements of experts from as many relevant countries as feasible, 
noting that each country may have one expert per term.  

35. As the current term of the Auxiliary Body will conclude on June 30, 2026, the GEF Interim 
CEO will issue a call to Council members in May 2026, inviting eligible constituencies to submit 
new nominations and/or request the renewal of their respective current members for the 
upcoming term, which will run from July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2028. 

Advisory Group of Non-Sovereign Participants 
 
36. As of April 2026, following the inclusion of two categories of non-contributing members 
in the GBFF Advisory Group of Non-Sovereign Participants as reported in the progress report to 

 
14 GEF, 2025, Progress Report on the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund (GBFF), Council Document GEF/GBFF.04/03. 
15 GEF, 2024, Terms of Reference for the Advisory Groups and Auxiliary Body for the Global Biodiversity Framework 
Fund, Council Document GEF/GBFF.02/04. 

https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/gef-gbff-04-03
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2024-05/EN_GEF.GBFF_.C.02.04_Terms_Reference_Advisory_Groups_and_Auxilliary_Body.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2024-05/EN_GEF.GBFF_.C.02.04_Terms_Reference_Advisory_Groups_and_Auxilliary_Body.pdf
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the fifth Council meeting16, the Advisory Group consists of four members; two representatives 
from sub-national and regional public institutions, and two experts in resource mobilization for 
biodiversity. The list of members is provided in Annex H. 

37. The Advisory Group is mandated to provide technical advice to the GBFF Council and the 
GEF Secretariat on the engagement of non-sovereign contributors in the support of the 
implementation of the GBFF objectives and its Programming Directions. Specifically, the Advisory 
Group may provide advice and recommendations on relevant agenda items deliberated at each 
Council. 

38. The Advisory Group has been actively engaged in discussions on the GBFF resource 
mobilization document17, which was presented at the fifth Council meeting and is being revised 
for consideration at the sixth Council meeting. Of the four key pillars of the resource mobilization 
document, engagement with the Advisory Group has focused in particular on Pillar 2, on 
expanding contributions from sub-national and regional public institutions, and Pillar 4, on 
activating the private sector as a new channel for donor contributions.  

39. As requested by the Ad Hoc Working Group on Predictability of Financing, established in 
January 2026 at the request of the Council to explore ways to enhance and strengthen the 
predictability of contributions to the GBFF, the Advisory Group was invited in March 2026 to 
discuss the resource mobilization document and next steps for engagement with sub-national 
entities and cities. 

40. The Advisory Group has identified several next steps to support engagement with sub-
national actors. These include mapping relevant sub-national entities and cities to inform a 
targeted outreach strategy for GBFF contributions, preparing for the organization of an event at 
CBD COP17 focused on sub-national engagement with the GBFF, and leveraging relevant cities 
and subnational networks to broaden outreach and engagement. 

41. The Advisory Group will meet in May 2026, ahead of the sixth Council meeting, to review 
and discuss relevant Council agenda items.  

Observers  

 
42. In December 2025, ahead of the fifth GBFF Council meeting, the former GEF CEO held a 
dialogue with GBFF Observers. The meeting provided an opportunity to discuss key issues related 
to the GBFF and exchange views on ways to further strengthen the effective and meaningful 
participation of Observers in the GBFF. CEO dialogues with Observers were initiated in June 2025. 

 
16 GEF, 2025, Progress Report on the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund, Council Document GEF/GBFF.05/03. 
17 GEF, 2025, Towards a Resource Mobilization Strategy for the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund 2025-2030, 
Council Document GEF/GBFF.05/04/Rev.01 

https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2025-11/EN_GEF.GBFF_.C.05.03_Progress%20Report%20on%20the%20Global%20Biodiversity%20Framework%20Fund.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2025-12/EN_GEF.GBFF_.C.05.04.Rev_.01_Resource%20Mobilization%20Strategy%20for%20the%20Global%20Biodiversity%20Framework%20Fund_0.pdf
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An upcoming meeting between Observers and the GEF Interim CEO is planned ahead of the sixth 
GBFF Council meeting in June 2026. 

43. A virtual briefing session for GBFF Observers is scheduled to take place in May 2026, 
ahead of the sixth GBFF Council Meeting. The session will present the Council documents and 
provide an opportunity for Observers to engage with the GEF Secretariat and share perspectives 
on agenda items.  

44. In addition, an informal meeting between Observers and Council members will be 
organized two weeks prior to the Council meeting to facilitate an exchange of views. This will be 
the second informal meeting, following the first organized in December 2025. 

45. Eight Observers are expected to participate in person in the sixth GBFF Council Meeting 
and the 8th GEF Assembly, while two are expected to participate virtually in the Council meeting. 
The list of GBFF Observers is provided in Annex I. 
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Annex A: Summary of GBFF Project Cycle  

The GBFF Project Cycle Policy is streamlined from the GEF Project and Program Cycle Policy 
(applicable to all other GEF family of funds including the GEF Trust Fund).18 All GBFF resources 
are allocated in a country-driven manner to projects through consecutive selection rounds open 
to all eligible countries.  

PPG Selection Rounds: Selection rounds are organized to approve Project Preparation Grant 
(PPG) requests as follows. 

i. The Secretariat invites Agencies to submit PPG requests during a set timeframe. 

Agencies submit PPG requests on behalf and with the endorsement of eligible countries. The 
funding request embedded in a PPG request must be equal to, or smaller than, the country’s 
maximum total dollar value of new funding request(s) at the time of submission. For the first 
tranche, the maximum total dollar value table document has been posted on the GEF website, 
and circulated to all GEF Operational Focal Points (OFPs) and Agencies on February 16, 2024.19 

The Secretariat reviews all eligible PPG requests submitted by the deadline based on the seven 
selection criteria set forth in the GBFF Programming Directions document20: 

• Potential to generate Global Environmental Benefits (GEBs);  

• Alignment with the GBFF Programming Directions and advancing the KMGBF 
implementation;  

• Alignment with the National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans and National 
Finance Plans or similar instruments to identify national and/or regional priorities;  

• Level of policy coherence and coordination across multiple ministries, agencies, the 
private sector and civil society;  

• Balance amongst regions;  

• Mobilization of private sector and philanthropies’ resources;  

• Engagement with and support to Indigenous Peoples and local communities (IPLCs).  

 
18  GEF, 2024, Global Biodiversity Framework Fund (GBFF) Project Cycle Policy, Council document 
GEF/GBFF.01/04/Rev.02 
19 GEF, 2024, Country Maximum Dollar Value of Funding Request(s) for the First Programming Tranche of the Global 
Biodiversity Framework Fund, Council document GEF/GBFF.02/Inf.01. 
20  GEF, 2023, Programming Directions of the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund, Council document 
GEF/C.64/06/Rev.02. 

https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/gef-gbff-01-04-rev-02
https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/gef-gbff-02-inf-01
https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/gef-gbff-02-inf-01
https://worldbankgroup-my.sharepoint.com/personal/caoki_thegef_org/Documents/Desktop/Documents/67th%20GEF%20Council%202nd%20GBFF%2036th%20LDCF%20SCCF%20Council/GBFF/Programming%20Directions%20of%20the%20Global%20Biodiversity%20Framework%20Fund
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ii.  If a PPG does not meet the conditions for approval, the Secretariat may reject it or 
request additional information. 

iii. The CEO approves all or a subset of the submitted PPG requests, based on the reviews, 
availability of resources, and three portfolio-level targets set forth in the GBFF 
Programming Directions document:  

 
• 36%+3% of the total GBFF resources are allocated to LDCs and SIDS; the 3% portion 

to SIDS and LDCs will be reviewed after 3 years of the date of the fund ratification 
at the Assembly. If unused, the 3% will be reprogrammed to other countries; 

• A full 25% of the GBFF resources is to be programmed through International Finance 
Institutions that are GEF agencies; 

• An aspirational programming share of 20% at the portfolio level by 2030 from the 
total amount of resources allocated under the GBFF is to support actions by IPLCs 
for the conservation, restoration, sustainable use and management of biodiversity.  

 
iv. Upon approval, the resources corresponding to full project cost are set aside and 

considered allocated for the purpose of the programming tranche. 

Work Program constitution and CEO endorsement: After the CEO approval of selected PPGs, the 
Agencies will submit the fully prepared projects within 9 months in compliance with the GBFF 
Project Cancellation provisions.  

Projects above $5 million will be included in a Work Program that will be reviewed and discussed 
by the GBFF Council. The endorsement requests cleared by the Secretariat for inclusion in a Work 
Program and the Cover Note will be posted on the GEF website and circulated eight weeks in 
advance of a GBFF Council meeting to Council Members, STAP, and the CBD Secretariat for 
comments.  

Fully prepared projects up to $5 million cleared by the Secretariat can be endorsed by the CEO 
based on the delegated authority provided by the GBFF Council. These projects will be circulated 
to Council Members four weeks prior to CEO endorsement. List of approved projects up to $5 
million will be appended to the Work Program Cover Note posted for the GBFF Council. Projects 
ranging from $2 million to $5 million will be also circulated to STAP four weeks prior to CEO 
endorsement for comments. 
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Annex B: Approved PPG Requests from First Selection Round of First Tranche 

GEF 
ID Project Title Agency Country Total funding request 

(incl. PPG and fees) Co-financing Status 

11508 Biodiversity Conservation in Indigenous Lands Funbio Brazil $9,880,000 $17,900,000 Under implementation since 
May 23, 2025.  

11509 Caatinga Protected Areas Program – ARCA WWF-
US Brazil $9,880,000 $0 CEO endorsement cleared on 

August 21, 2024. 

11512 
Addressing Outstanding Barriers and Leveraging 
Durable Financial Mechanism to Achieve Target 3 in 
Gabon 

WWF-
US Gabon $1,518,910 $0 Under implementation since 

August 11, 2025. 

11510 Mex30x30: Conserving Mexican Biodiversity through 
Communities and Their Protected Areas CI Mexico $18,500,000 $115,549,532 Under implementation since 

June 4, 2025. 

      TOTAL $39,778,910  $133,449,532  
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Annex C: Approved PPG Requests from Second Selection Round of First Tranche  

GEF ID Project Title Agency Country 
Total funding 

request (incl. PPG 
and fees) 

Co-Financing Status 

11582 
Advancing integrated participatory spatial planning 
to enhance Samoa’s globally significant biodiversity 
at a national scale 

FAO Samoa $1,160,000 $2,666,667 Under implementation 
since April 14, 2026 

11583 Scaling up biodiversity-positive and culturally 
inclusive agrifood and agritourism systems in Palau FAO Palau $1,160,000 $2,000,000 Endorsed 

11588 

Reimagining National Parks for People and Nature 
– Leveraging Durable Financing Mechanisms for 
Mega Living Landscapes (MLL) to achieve Target 3 
in South Africa 

WWF-US South Africa $5,000,000 $0 Endorsed 

11589 
Strengthening Globally Significant Biodiversity 
Corridors in the Philippines through Local 
Community Empowerment 

ADB Philippines $3,000,000 $1,285,000 Endorsed 

11590 
Community-based conservation for biodiversity 
and livelihoods in the context of climate change in 
DRC 

FAO Congo DR $6,560,000 $12,000,000 Endorsed 

11595 

Delivering Target 3 at the regional scale in Peru: 
Applying the ecosystem approach in the Northern 
Transversal Economic Corridor of Peru (Northern 
TEC) 

WWF-US Peru $12,570,000 $30,069,315 Endorsed 

11598 

Support for the development of a national policy, 
institutional and monitoring framework to 
effectively implement the Nagoya Protocol in 
Belize 

UNDP Belize $1,160,000 $0 Endorsed 

11600 Philippines Biodiversity Financing Program UNDP Philippines $4,000,000 $31,231,827 Endorsed 

11604 Advancing ABS implementation in Cambodia UNDP Cambodia $1,350,000 $0 Endorsed 

11606 Responding to Pacific priorities for ecosystem 
management and NBSAP implementation through UNDP Fiji, Nauru, 

Tonga, Regional $4,630,000 $800,000 CEO endorsement request 
under revisions 
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GEF ID Project Title Agency Country 
Total funding 

request (incl. PPG 
and fees) 

Co-Financing Status 

strengthening capacities for effective planning and 
monitoring of ecosystems 

11609 Strengthening transboundary conserved area 
management of the Sangha Tri-National (TNS) WWF-US 

Cameroon, 
Central African 

Republic, Congo, 
Regional 

$7,259,526 $2,666,667 Endorsed 

11612 
Empowering Indigenous Peoples for Sustainable 
Development: Inclusive Biodiversity Management 
through a Social and Solidarity Economy Approach 

UNDP Suriname $1,160,000 $2,000,000 CEO endorsement request 
under revision 

11616 
Restoring Forest Ecosystem Functions Through 
Community-Based Management in the Royal 
Botanic Garden of Jordan 

UNDP Jordan $870,000 $0 Endorsed 

11626 

Effective protection of Mozambique’s Miombo 
woodlands and marine hotspot conservation areas 
enhancing global coping mechanisms to climate 
change 

CI Mozambique $4,876,006 $1,285,000 Endorsed 

11636 Sustainable Management and Restoration of 
Threatened Ecological Corridors in Kenya 

World 
Bank Kenya $3,896,750 $12,000,000 

CEO endorsement request 
under review after 
revisions 

11638 
Enhancing co-benefits of conservation/protected 
area management through an inclusive wildlife-
based ecotourism strategy (ECOTOURISM) 

UNDP Indonesia $7,000,000 $30,069,315 Endorsed 

11640 Strengthening the protected area system in Angola 
through innovation and capacity development UNDP Angola $3,260,000 $0 Endorsed 

11642 Support for the development of protected areas 
for the conservation of biodiversity UNDP Senegal $1,749,625 $31,231,827 Endorsed 

      TOTAL $70,661,907 $159,305,618  
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Annex D: Approved PPG Requests from Third Selection Round of First Tranche 

GEF ID Project Title  Agency  Country  
Total funding 

request (incl. PPG 
and  fees) 

Co-Financing Status 

11766 

Restoration of the remaining ecosystems in 
selected urban areas within threatened ecoregion 
of Central Iraq to conserve biodiversity and 
strengthen human-nature connectivity 

UNDP Iraq $870,000 $116,000 CEO endorsement request 
under revision 

11769 
Sustainable Restoration and Conservation of 
Malagarasi-Moyowosi Wetland Ecosystem 
through an Integrated Approach 

UNDP Tanzania $6,950,000 $10,000,000 CEO endorsement request 
under revision 

11775 
Transforming the Global Biodiversity Framework 
into Tangible Action in Madagascar - BioTAct 
(Biodiversity Tangible Action) 

IUCN Madagascar $8,782,000 $41,714,503 CEO endorsement request 
under review after revisions  

11778 Mainstreaming Biodiversity into the Botswana's 
Financial Sector (MBBF) UNDP Botswana $870,000 $250,000 CEO endorsement request 

under Council review 

11780 

Blue Corridor: connectivity for the conservation, 
restoration and sustainable use of marine 
ecosystems of global importance in the Southern 
Caribbean of Costa Rica. 

IUCN Costa Rica $4,050,000 $921,622 Endorsed 

11784 
Conservation of Biodiversity, its Sustainable Use, 
Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits in India 
(CONSERVE) 

UNDP, 
World 
Bank 

India $13,820,000 $100,000,000 
CEO endorsement request 
included in June 2026 Work 
Program 

11787 

Empowering Indigenous Peoples and Local 
Communities (IPLCs) for sustainable 
management and conservation of critical 
ecosystems in three Highland provinces in Papua 
New Guinea 

FAO Papua New 
Guinea $7,270,000 $30,200,000 

CEO endorsement request 
included in June 2026 Work 
Program 

11792 
Conservation and sustainable use of threatened 
coastal and inland fish species for sustainable 
livelihood of fishing and farming communities 

FAO Cuba $3,510,000 $18,552,000 CEO endorsement request 
under revision 
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GEF ID Project Title  Agency  Country  
Total funding 

request (incl. PPG 
and  fees) 

Co-Financing Status 

11793 
Strengthening Biodiversity in Agriculture, 
Restoring Ecosystem Resilience, and Empowering 
IPLCs in Lao PDR 

FAO Lao PDR $1,960,000 $700,000 Endorsed 

11795 
Empowering Indigenous Peoples and Local 
Communities for Improved Biodiversity 
Stewardship in the Solomon Islands 

FAO Solomon 
Islands $2,709,402 $7,350,000 CEO endorsement request 

under Council review 

11797 

Biomanglar: Empowering Collective Territories 
through Conservation, Sustainable Use, and 
Restoration Initiatives of Mangroves to Contribute 
to Colombia's National Biodiversity Strategy  

CAF Colombia $16,055,485 $32,764,615 Endorsed  

11798 

Sustainable Management of Biodiversity and 
Natural Resources in the Bolivian Altiplano 
associated to the production of South American 
camelids 

IFAD Bolivia $4,527,504 $26,940,000 CEO endorsement request 
under revision 

11800 
Enhancing Participatory Conservation and 
Restoration of Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services in Ethiopia 

UNDP Ethiopia $4,319,999 $13,200,000 Endorsed 

11802 
Sustainable Financing and Inclusive Management 
to Perpetuate Madagascar's Locally Managed 
Areas  

WWF-US Madagascar $5,934,747 $3,304,484 Endorsed 

11804 EcoHarmony RD: Advancing OECMs for 
Biodiversity Integration in Dominican Landscapes UNDP Dominican 

Republic $2,108,942 $0  Endorsed  

11810 
'Strengthening the Ecological and Economic 
Functions of Critical Biodiversity Habitats of the 
N'ZI Voluntary Nature Reserve 

DBSA Cote d'Ivoire $2,209,975 $3,250,000 CEO endorsement request 
under revision 

11811 

Capacity Building for the Implementation of the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework, the Nagoya Protocol, the Cartagena 
Protocol, and the Promotion of Sustainable Bio-
Businesses in Honduras 

CAF Honduras $3,718,654 $23,502,091 CEO endorsement request 
under revision 
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GEF ID Project Title  Agency  Country  
Total funding 

request (incl. PPG 
and  fees) 

Co-Financing Status 

11818 

Conservation of Endangered cold water fish 
species for sustainable livelihoods of fishing 
communities in Middle Trishuli River Basin, 
Central Nepal 

FAO Nepal $1,508,505 $10,000,000 Endorsed 

   TOTAL $91,175,213 $322,765,315  
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Annex E: Approved PPG Requests from First Selection Round of Second Tranche  

GEF ID Project Title Agency Country 
Total funding 
request (incl. 
PPG and fees)  

Co-Financing  Status 

12008 

Protecting Yemen's Coastal and Marine 
Ecosystems through Protected Area Network, 
Habitat Restoration, and Community Co-
management 

UNDP Yemen $3,804,879 $1,000,000 
CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency  

12015 

Restoring Degraded Landscapes for Biodiversity 
and Resilient Livelihoods through building 
Biodiversity-friendly Agrifood Systems in Timor-
Leste 

FAO Timor Leste $2,001,025 $1,200,000 
CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12018 Establishing new terrestrial protected areas in 
Djibouti UNEP Djibouti $2,001,025  

CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12019 
Protection and Sustainable Management of 
Terrestrial and Marine Ecosystems for Enhanced 
Community Resilience in the Union of Comoros 

UNDP Comoros $2,039,965 $19,300,000 
CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12021 Indigenous governance and direct financing in the 
Amazon and Orinoquia regions 

World 
Bank Colombia $10,000,000 $151,290,700 

CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12024 
EcoConnect: Advancing Natura 2000 Readiness 
and Biodiversity Restoration in Southeast and 
Eastern Europe 

World 
Bank 

Serbia, Ukraine, 
Albania, Moldova, 
North Macedonia, 

Montenegro, 
Regional 

$9,004,608 $18,000,000 
CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12025 
Accelerating Inclusive Climate-Biodiversity Finance 
through Policy Coherence, Institutional 
Strengthening and IPLC-Led Conservation 

CI Uganda $2,809,017 $13,130,000 
CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12029 
Mainstreaming Biodiversity in Productive Sectors: 
Responsible Sand Value Chain for Coastal 
Resilience in West Africa 

UNEP Gambia, Liberia, 
Regional $4,315,601 $3,130,410 

CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 
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GEF ID Project Title Agency Country 
Total funding 
request (incl. 
PPG and fees)  

Co-Financing  Status 

12031 Towards Resilient Ecosystems and Communities in 
South Ari Atoll, Maldives UNEP Maldives $2,001,025 $82,645 

CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12032 
Developing Innovative and Sustainable Financing 
Mechanisms for Guinea’s Natural Resources and 
Biodiversity Conservation 

World 
Bank Guinea $2,771,100 $12,000,000 CEO endorsement request 

under revision 

12036 
Strengthening Biodiversity Conservation in Malawi 
Through Establishment of Other Effective 
Conservation Measures (OECMs) 

UNEP Malawi $2,200,754 $3,000,000 
CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12037 Panama Sustainable Rural Development And 
Biodiversity Conservation Project II 

World 
Bank Panama $3,500,000 $21,200,000 

CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12038 Establishing and protecting major river buffer 
zones in Vanuatu UNDP Vanuatu $2,650,933 $7,408,708 

CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12040 
BIOFISH-SMART: Biodiversity and Ocean Fisheries 
for Integrated Stewardship and Habitat 
Sustainability in Mauritius 

FAO Mauritius $2,894,412 $2,000,000 
CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12042 

Mainstreaming ecological planning for biodiversity 
conservation through territorial planning 
instruments and the operation of financing 
mechanisms with the effective participation of 
Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities 

IADB Chile $4,763,250 $15,500,000 
CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12043 
Strengthening Wetland Conservation Policy in 
Uruguay: Integrated Management with 
Sustainable Funding 

IADB Uruguay $1,682,731 $6,300,000 
CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12044 

Advancing Biodiversity Conservation in Terrestrial 
and Marine Areas through Strengthened 
Governance and Sustainable Financing in 
Seychelles 

IUCN Seychelles $3,411,578 $14,789,760 
CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 
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GEF ID Project Title Agency Country 
Total funding 
request (incl. 
PPG and fees)  

Co-Financing  Status 

12046 
Regional conservation strategy for the 
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) 
to deliver Global Environmental Benefits 

CI 

Dominica, 
Grenada, St. Kitts 

and Nevis, St. 
Lucia, St. Vincent 
and Grenadines, 

Regional 

$9,489,189 $17,000,000 
CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12047 Transforming the Global Biodiversity Framework 
into Tangible Action in Zambia WWF-US Zambia $3,899,577 $6,856,655 

CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12048 

Restoring Biodiversity and Cultural Resilience in 
the Cook Islands through Native Species Recovery, 
Invasive Species Control, and Biodiversity 
Assessment 

FAO Cook Islands $2,000,000 $7,370,520 
CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12051 Joint Capital Markets Program (J-CAP) Philippines World 
Bank Philippines $4,999,830 $95,930,000 

CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

12056 Joint Capital Markets Program (J-CAP) WAEMU World 
Bank 

Cote d'Ivoire, 
Senegal, Benin, 

Regional 
$4,861,697 $210,063,014 

CEO endorsement request 
under development by 
country/agency 

  
    TOTAL $87,102,196 $626,552,412  
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Annex F: Approved PPG Requests from Second Selection Round of Second Tranche  

GEF ID Project Title Agency Country 
Total funding 

request (incl. PPG 
and fees)  

Co-Financing  Status 

 12136 

Evolving and strengthening institutional 
capacity, biosafety tools and measures for 
the sustainable use of living modified 
organisms in South Africa 

UNEP South Africa $3,394,500 $0 PPG request selected 

 12161  
Promoting Partnerships and Nature-Positive 
Economy for KM-GBF Implementation in 
Thailand from Policy to Action (ProNATURE)  

UNDP Thailand $5,822,010 $8,225,900 PPG request selected 

 12162  Restoring Ecosystems: Tackling Invasive 
Alien Species to Preserve Biodiversity in Fiji  UNEP Fiji $1,670,618 $40,000 PPG request selected 

 12167  

Consolidating and Securing Guinea-Bissau's 
National System of Protected Areas through 
Strengthening Institutions and Sustainable 
Finance  

UNDP Guinea-Bissau $2,001,025 $250,000 PPG request selected 

 12170  BioSecure Sri Lanka: Operationalizing 
Biosafety and Access and Benefit-Sharing  FAO Sri Lanka $4,004,000 $10,517,782 PPG request selected 

 12178  
Strengthening Institutional and Policy 
Capacity for Effective Implementation of the 
Nagoya Protocol in the Kingdom of Eswatini  

UNEP Eswatini $1,500,000 $7,000,000 PPG request selected 

 12185  
GIAHS+: Integration of Biodiversity into 
Agrifood Systems for Responsible Ecological 
and Economic Transformation in Morocco  

FAO Morocco $2,438,785 $8,000,000 PPG request selected 

 12189   Vituke Financial Mechanism Project  World 
Bank Brazil $7,136,775 $14,000,000 PPG request selected 

12191  

Accessing the Benefits of Biodiversity for 
Pakistan's IPLCs: Working Towards the 
National Legislation and Implementation of 
the Nagoya Protocol  

WWF-US Pakistan $1,000,000 $0 PPG request selected 
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GEF ID Project Title Agency Country 
Total funding 

request (incl. PPG 
and fees)  

Co-Financing  Status 

12196  

Partnership for Ecological Advancement and 
Conservation of Endangered Big Cats in 
Transnational Himalaya Landscapes (PEACE 
+)  

UNDP India $3,000,000 $0 PPG request selected 

12201  Suriname Coastal Marine Ecosystem 
Protection and Governance Program  IADB Suriname $841,025 $380,000 PPG request selected 

12208  Implementation of biological corridors in the 
eastern coastal region of El Salvador  UNDP El Salvador $1,500,768 $967,500 PPG request selected 

12210  

PRESERVE Indonesia: Mobilizing Blended 
Biodiversity Finance for Community-Led 
Preservation Areas (Areal 
Preservasi/OECMs)  

UNDP Indonesia $8,500,000 $3,140,000 PPG request selected 

12213  Building Nature-Positive Future for Lake 
Sevan  ADB Armenia $1,500,768 $1,400,000 PPG request selected 

12218  
Agricultural OECMs for Biodiversity 
Conservation: A Demonstration on Santo 
Antão Island  

FAO Cabo Verde $4,789,715 $4,500,000 PPG request selected 

12224  
Strengthening Jamaica's Fish Sanctuaries: A 
Scalable Model for Biodiversity and Coastal 
Livelihoods  

IADB Jamaica $3,253,560 $3,450,000 PPG request selected 

12234  
Promoting OECMs into the Network of 
Biodiversity Conservation Areas in Burkina 
Faso  

IUCN Burkina Faso $2,001,025 $10,000,000 PPG request selected 

12237  Mexico Blue Prosperity, IPLC-led 
conservation in the Gulf of California  IADB Mexico $10,000,000 $115,813,414 PPG request selected 

12241  
Mountain Ecosystems in Central Asia 
Results-based Financing Mechanism 
Development  

World 
Bank 

Kazakhstan, 
Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan 

$5,421,806 $38,000,000 PPG request selected 



25 
 

GEF ID Project Title Agency Country 
Total funding 

request (incl. PPG 
and fees)  

Co-Financing  Status 

12248  
A Conservation Trust Fund for the Kavango 
Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area 
(KAZA)  

WWF-US 

Angola, 
Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, 

Namibia 

$3,630,768 $6,600,000 PPG request selected 

      TOTAL  $73,407,148  $232,284,596    
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Annex G: Members of the Auxiliary Body for the Global Biodiversity Framework 
Fund  

 
This table presents the members of the Auxiliary body for the term from July 2024 to June 2026, 
as of April 20, 2026. 
 

Constituency Member Name Nationality Position 

Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyz Republic, 
Switzerland, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan 

Mr. Sino Tohirzoda 
(Co-Chair) Tajikistan  

Head of NDC Secretariat, Committee 
for Environmental Protection under 
the Government of Tajikistan 

Mrs. Vera Voronova Kazakhstan 

Executive Director, Association for the 
Conservation Biodiversity of 
Kazakhstan (ACBK/Birdlife in 
Kazakhstan) 

Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, 
Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay 

Ms. María Laura 
Tomebesi Argentina 

Head of the Directorate of Water and 
Aquatic Ecosystems at the National 
Secretariat for Environment and 
Sustainable Development 

Mr. Dario 
Mandelburger Paraguay 

Director General of Biodiversity 
Protection and Conservation at the 
Ministry of Environment and 
Sustainable Development 

Austria, Belgium, Czech 
Republic, Hungary, 
Luxembourg, Slovak 
Republic, Slovenia, Türkiye 

Mr. Muhammed 
Hakan Çakmak Türkiye Agriculture and Forestry Expert 

China Mr. Xu Jing China 
Professor Engineer at Chinese 
Academy of Environmental Sciences 
(CRAES) 

Benin, Cote d'Ivoire, 
Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, 
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Togo 

Mrs. Jeanne N'Tain  Cote d'Ivoire 
Expert on Biodiversity, CBD Focal 
Point, and the National Director of the 
FOLAB Project  

Mrs. Egbuwalo 
Sikeade Oluwakemi Nigeria  

Technical Advisor on Biodiversity 
Conservation/Forestry Office of 
Nigeria’s Honorable Minister of 
Environment 

Algeria, Egypt, Libya, 
Morocco, Tunisia 

Mr. Mohammed 
Salim Egypt 

Director of Nature Conservation 
Sector at Egyptian Environmental 
Affair Agency 

Mr. Mohamed Ali Ben 
Temessek Tunisia 

Director of Ecology and Natural 
Ecosystems, Ministry of Environment 
– General Direction of Environment 
and Quality of Life 
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Constituency Member Name Nationality Position 

Angola, Botswana, 
Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Namibia, 
South Africa, Eswatini, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Mr. Khorommbi 
Matibe South Africa 

Chief Director of the Biodiversity 
Economy and Sustainable Use Section 
of the Department of Forestry, 
Fisheries and the Environment 

Armenia, Belarus, Russian 
Federation 

Mr. Karen 
Khachatrian Armenia 

Chief Specialist of the Specially 
Protected Areas and Biodiversity 
Policy Department 

Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador 
Mr. Patrick Luna Brazil Head of the Biodiversity Division, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Mr. Andrés Factos Ecuador Biotechnology Engineer, Ministry of 
Environment of Ecuador  

Antigua And Barbuda, 
Bahamas, Barbados, 
Belize, Cuba, Dominica, 
Dominican Republic, 
Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, 
Jamaica, St. Kitts And 
Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent 
and Grenadines, Suriname, 
Trinidad and Tobago 

Mr. Jesus Guerra Bell Cuba 

Senior officer in Policies, International 
Relations Department, Ministry of 
Science, Technology and Environment, 
Republic of Cuba 

Burundi, Cameroon, 
Central African Republic, 
Congo, Congo DR, 
Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, 
Sao Tome and Principe 

Mr. Adelard 
Mutombo Kazadi  Congo DR Expert at the Division of Sustainable 

Development 

Ms. Naoueyama Elsa 
Corine   

Central African 
Republic 

Officer for Adaptation and Mitigation 
Studies, Ministry of Environment and 
Sustainable Development. 
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Annex H: Members of the Advisory Group of Non-Sovereign Participants 

This table presents the members of the GBFF Advisory Group of Non-Sovereign Participants as of 
April 20, 2026.  

Category Name 

Sub-national and regional public institution 

Province of Québec 

Federal State of Berlin, Senate Department for Mobility, 
Transport, Climate Action and the Environment 

Expert in resource mobilization for biodiversity 
and/or conservation finance 

Ms. Simone Carolina Bauch 

Mrs. Stéphanie Flora Capdeville 
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Annex I: Observers of the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund 

This table presents the list of Observers of the GBFF as of April 20, 2026. 

Constituency Member 

Indigenous Peoples & Local Communities (IPLCs) 
Mr. Onel Masardule Arias 

Mr. Ramson Karmushu 

Youth 
Mr. Heitor Dellasta 

Ms. Mega Ayu Lestari 

Women 
Ms. Edda Fernandez Luiselli 

Ms. Priyanka Pandey 

Philanthropic & Conservation Organizations 
Ms. Catalina Gongora 

Mr. Joseph Onoja 

Private sector 
Ms. Akanksha Khatri 

Ms. Daphne Yong-d’Hervé 

 


	Introduction
	Programming
	Programming of Resources for KMGBF Targets
	GBFF Programming by Region
	GBFF Programming by Agency
	Portfolio-Level Results and Targets
	GEF Core Indicators
	Portfolio-level Targets


	GBFF Governance
	Auxiliary Body
	Advisory Group of Non-Sovereign Participants
	Observers

	Annex A: Summary of GBFF Project Cycle
	Annex B: Approved PPG Requests from First Selection Round of First Tranche
	Annex C: Approved PPG Requests from Second Selection Round of First Tranche
	Annex D: Approved PPG Requests from Third Selection Round of First Tranche
	Annex E: Approved PPG Requests from First Selection Round of Second Tranche
	Annex F: Approved PPG Requests from Second Selection Round of Second Tranche
	Annex G: Members of the Auxiliary Body for the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund
	Annex H: Members of the Advisory Group of Non-Sovereign Participants
	Annex I: Observers of the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund

