Statement by the Republic of Armenia
Eighth GEF Assembly

“The Last Sprint towards 2030: Implementing the Nature-Climate-Pollution GEF-9
Agenda”

Distinguished Chair,
Excellencies, Delegates,

It’s an honor to address the Assembly on behalf of the Republic of Armenia. At the
outset allow me to extend our appreciation the government and people of Uzbekistan
for their warm hospitality. We also thank the GEF Secretariat for the excellent

organization of this Assembly to advance the global environmental agenda.

Chair, we meet at a decisive moment. With only a few years remaining until 2030, the
international community continues to face compounding challenges of biodiversity
loss, climate change, and pollution. These challenges are mutually reinforcing in
threatening the very foundations of sustainable development, human health and well-
being. Hence, our response must therefore be equally integrated, ambitious, and

transformative.

Armenia welcomes the strategic discussions on the ninth replenishment of the GEF.
The pledges made by donor countries demonstrate strong confidence in the GEF as a
key multilateral mechanism for delivering global environmental benefits at scale. The
GEF-9 presents a critical opportunity to strengthen integrated programming, facilitate
access for recipient countries, and support innovative solutions that simultaneously

advance nature conservation, climate resilience, and pollution reduction.

As a mountainous country with rich biodiversity, highly vulnerable to climate change,
Armenia faces significant environmental challenges. Rising temperatures, increasing
water stress, land degradation, biodiversity loss, and pollution threaten ecosystems and
livelihoods. These challenges reinforce our conviction that environmental action must

be embedded across national development planning and economic transformation.



We also recognize the importance of mobilizing finance at scale, applying innovative
financial tools and blended finance and attracting new sources of funding. Above all,
to be able to achieve the global environmental objectives such as the KMGBF, the Paris
Agreement requires and others stronger partnerships, including with private sector,
financial institutions, Indigenous Peoples and local communities, academia, and civil
society are needed. GEF-9 should continue to catalyze such partnerships and leverage

investments capable of delivering transformative changes.

As you know this October Armenia will host the seventeenth Conference of the Parties to
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD COP17), which is tasked to deliver a critical
milestone of the 1% global stock take of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework (KMGBF) and facilitate collective action toward its targets and goals. Guided
by the vision of “Taking Action for Nature,” we are determined to help translate global
commitments into concrete and measurable outcomes for biodiversity, ecosystems, and
for people.

And we are glad to acknowledge that there are strong complementarities between the
objectives of the KMGBF and the strategic vision emerging for GEF-9. Hence, we
encourage continued support for integrated, country-driven approaches that generate
multiple benefits across biodiversity conservation, climate action, and pollution to
generate multiple environmental benefits, strengthen support for ecosystem
restoration and resilience, enhance access to finance and implementation support, and

catalyze partnerships capable of delivering transformative changes at scale.
Excellencies,

The few remaining years before 2030 will determine whether we succeed in reversing
environmental degradation and placing our societies on a sustainable and resilient
path. Let us use this final sprint to accelerate implementation and demonstrate that
collective action can deliver the scale of transformation that is required for the health

of our planet and prosperity of current and future generations.

Thank you.



