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Dear Ministers, Ambassadors, esteemed colleagues,

Australia and New Zealand welcome the opportunity to deliver this statement and thank
the Government of Uzbekistan for hosting the Eighth GEF Assembly in this wonderful
city of Samarkand and the GEF team for their efforts in making this event successful.

We are meeting at a moment of urgency.

e Environmental crises are accelerating, while the multilateral system is operating
in an increasingly contested and constrained context.

e Geopolitical tension, fiscal pressures and competing global priorities are testing
international cooperation when collective action is most essential.

In this context, the Global Environment Facility stands out.

The GEF has demonstrated—consistently and at scale—that multilateral finance can
deliver results.

e It converts global commitments into country driven action across climate,
biodiversity, land, and the ocean.

e Its multi-focal area approach supports countries to address multiple
environmental challenges in a synergistic and coherent manner.

e It serves as a financial mechanism for six conventions — with the possibility of
supporting a proposed Plastics Treaty.

Effective multilateralism, in this case, is not aspirational—it is operational and critical.
As we enter the final sprint towards 2030, the GEF’s role is clear:

e To sharpen its impact, drive efficiency, and mobilise private finance alongside
public investment.

e And to direct resources to those most vulnerable—Small Island Developing
States (SIDS) and Least Developed Countries (LDCs)—and recognise Indigenous
Peoples and local communities as central partners in safeguarding the global
environment.

Australia and New Zealand’s confidence in the GEF is grounded in delivery.

e The current GEF-8 replenishment is producing tangible results through
integrated, country-led programs.
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e The Pacific-led Unlocking Blue Pacific Prosperity initiative is advancing
sustainable ocean management and resilient livelihoods through a blue
economy approach.

e Regional Ridge to Reef programs are addressing the interconnected drivers of
biodiversity loss and climate vulnerability in SIDS.

e Through the GEF’s Small Grants Programme, global resources are being
translated into community led and Indigenous driven action.

e As akeyfinancial mechanism to support delivery of the High Seas Biodiversity
Treaty (or BBNJ), the GEF is delivering practical outcomes through aligned,
scaled finance to support sustainable ocean management implementation.

All of which is validated through the Eighth Comprehensive Evaluation of the GEF
(OPS8) and the recent assessment of the Multilateral Organisation Performance
Assessment Network, also known as MOPAN.

This record of delivery sets clear expectations for the GEF-9 Replenishment:

e |t must build on what is working well—deepening integrated programming,
accelerating systems transformation, improving coherence and
complementarity between funds, and further mobilising private capital alongside
public finance.

e |t must continue to prioritise funding to those countries mostin need -
particularly SIDS and LDCs

o and strengthen support for Indigenous Peoples and local communities as
agents of change.

o Along with promoting gender equality, disability equity and social
inclusion — because this should be at the heart of achieving global
environmental benefits for all.

Australia and New Zealand therefore welcome the strong momentum behind the GEF-9
Replenishment, which represents confidence in an institution that delivers and the
enduring value of multilateral funds in mobilising collective action in a contested global
landscape.

e Australia and New Zealand’s GEF-9 pledges align with our GEF-8 contributions,
highlighting our ongoing commitment.

With regards to the STAR [System for Transparent Allocation of Resources] allocation
model, we are disappointed that parties could not agree to include the
Multidimensional Vulnerability Index (MVI) in the GEF-9 Replenishment.

e The primary intentis to ensure development and climate finance—especially for
Small Island Developing States—is directed to countries that need it.
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o Asimplistic income criteria fails to fully capture the structural
vulnerabilities and challenges countries face.
e We note the ongoing work to refine the MVI that will make it sufficiently mature to
be included in the GEF-10 Replenishment
e We continue to advocate for improved understanding and recognition of
vulnerabilities across the portfolio.
As President of COP31 Negotiations, Australia looks forward to further fostering global
cooperation and securing consensus around ambitious but practical climate action,
including in partnership with the Pacific. New Zealand is committed to working
alongside Australia and our Pacific partners to support Pacific leadership in COP31,
including supporting the regional hosting of pre-COP in the region.

Looking ahead, Australia and New Zealand encourage the GEF to maintain its focus on
impact, efficiency, and mobilisation; align action across the conventions; and ensure no
country and no community is left behind.

At a time when impact, efficiency, and scale matter more than ever, the GEF continues
to demonstrate that it is worth the investment.

Australia and New Zealand look forward to continuing our partnership with the GEF in
the critical years ahead.

Thank you.



