Statement by Bangladesh at the 8th GEF Assembly

During this event of the Eighth Assembly in 2026, Bangladesh expresses sincere appreciation to
the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Secretariat, representatives from GEF 186 member
countries, and the Government of Uzbekistan for hosting this important Assembly. Bangladesh
acknowledges the active engagements and effectiveness of International Organizations including
FAO, UNEP, and UNDP for undertaking and implementing GEF-related projects for Bangladesh
aligning global environmental action.

Aligning with the key areas of GEF and the challenges for implementing projects at the domestic
level, Bangladesh urges GEF Agencies efforts in Bangladesh for 1) securing increased Biodiversity
Finance to implement updated National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP), ii)
climate financing for implementing Third Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC 3.0) Targets
and (National Adaptation Plan (NAP), and iii) undertaking local livelihood programs through
emphasizing climate induced risks and vulnerabilities.

As one of the world’s most climate-vulnerable Least Developed Countries, Bangladesh strongly
aligns with the vision of the GEF-9 agenda and the collective global ambition to accelerate
progress toward the 2030 goals. For Bangladesh, the interconnected crises of climate change,
biodiversity loss, land degradation, and pollution are not abstract challenges; they are daily realities
affecting ecosystems, livelihoods, food security, water resources, and human well-being. We
therefore welcome the Assembly’s strong emphasis on science, systems transformation, policy
coherence, and integrated approaches under the Nature—Climate—Pollution framework.

We urge the GEF to ensure that GEF-9 programming remains equitable, country-driven, and
responsive to the needs of LDCs and climate-vulnerable nations. Bangladesh places particular
importance on climate adaptation, ecosystem restoration, and locally led resilience-building. We
call for enhanced support for nature-based solutions, coastal resilience, mangrove restoration,
sustainable land and water management, and pollution reduction initiatives, particularly in
vulnerable ecosystems such as the Sundarbans and the Haor wetlands.

Bangladesh also recognizes the growing importance of blended finance and private sector
engagement to bridge the global environmental financing gap. However, grant-based public
financing must continue to remain the foundation for adaptation and resilience-building where
commercial investment alone cannot address urgent environmental needs.

Distinguished Delegates,

Bangladesh remains fully committed to the effective implementation of our NDC, NAP, NBSAP,
and broader sustainable development priorities. We stand ready to work with GEF and its Agencies
to ensure that the final sprint toward 2030 becomes a pathway toward a resilient, inclusive, and
nature-positive future for all.

Thank you.



