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Distinguished Delegates,
Dear Participants,

Firstly, Belgium would like to thank the Republic of Uzbekistan for hosting this Assembly in
Samarkand.

Belgium considers the Global Environment Facility a strong example of effective multilateralism.
Global challenges—climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution—require collective solutions.
Multilateral diplomacy is indispensable to address this triple planetary crisis.

Guided by science and a strong evaluation culture, the GEF has proven to be a learning institution
that continuously improves its efficiency, effectiveness and impact. Recent assessments
confirm its unique role in supporting countries facing environmental and climate challenges.
Investments through the GEF should be seen as long-term contributions to our shared well-being
and economic stability.

Belgium is proud to be a longstanding partner of the GEF. As we enter the ninth cycle (GEF-9), we
do so with confidence while recognizing the significant pressures and challenges ahead.

The GEF has demonstrated strong results in tackling plastic pollution and protecting
biodiversity, including in the high sea. Belgium supports its role in the financial mechanism of
the Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) Treaty and sees strong potential for its
involvement in the future Plastic Treaty.

With a pledge of EUR 80 million, Belgium reaffirms its commitment to the GEF as a key multilateral
financing mechanism. We encourage others to contribute. GEF-9 aligns closely with Belgium's
priorities: climate, biodiversity, sustainable food systems, health, and stability. Its integrated
approach and focus on vulnerable countries such as Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small
Island Developing States (SIDS) are particularly valuable.

Belgium supports the replenishment outcome, while noting areas for improvement. We
emphasize the importance of a stronger support to combat land degradation under the UN
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). Ambition is also needed in chemicals
management, particularly regarding eternal pollutants such as PFAS.

On blended finance, Belgium supports greater private sector engagement and calls for a more
balanced allocation of resources across focal areas. LDCs and SIDS should benefit more from
blended finance. We also recommend a thorough evaluation of the environmental outcomes of
these instruments.

Belgium reaffirms its strong support for the Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF) and will
continue contributing in the future.

We welcome the expansion of GEF implementing agencies, and encourage an enlargement to
complementary agencies to better address the concentration issue.



https://www.thegef.org/events/eighth-gef-assembly

In conclusion, Belgium believes GEF-9 provides a solid foundation for forward-looking action.
With inclusive governance and targeted investments, it can drive the systemic changes needed

to tackle the planetary crisis.

We wish GEF-9 every success and look forward to its positive impact.

Thank you.



Speaking points for High-Level Round Table 3 on Blended Finance

e BE clearly support the stronger engagement of private sector and the need to better
support their investments to address the triple planetary crisis

e But we note that the resources of the NGI window could have been used more equitably
across focal areas.

e We invite the Council and Secretariat to identify practical options to ensure the NGI
resources are used more equitably across focal areas. As a reminder, 90% of NGI
resources of GEF8 were used to support/ derisk investments in Biodiversity and Climate
change. The 3 other focal areas — Land Degradation, Chemicals & Waste, International
Waters — deserve to benefit much more from the resources of the NGI during GEF9

e We invite the Council to consider the adoption aspirational targets or indicative floors



