
HEAD OF DELEGATION STATEMENT: BELIZE 

Mr. Chair, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

On behalf of the Government and People of Belize, I extend our sincere appreciation to 
the Government of Uzbekistan for its warm hospitality and the excellent arrangements 
made for the Eighth Assembly of the Global Environment Facility. We also extend our 
gratitude to the GEF Secretariat, its Agencies and partners for their steadfast commitment 
to advancing global environmental action. 

Belize is honored to join fellow member countries in reflecting on our collective 
achievements and shaping the future of environmental financing at a time when the world 
faces unprecedented challenges from the triple planetary crisis. 

Belize is a small country with a globally significant environmental footprint. Our nation 
safeguards a substantial portion of the Mesoamerican Reef, the largest barrier reef 
system in the Western Hemisphere, a critical ecosystem that supports vast biodiversity 
resources, provides food security, supports livelihoods and climate resilience for not only 
Belizeans but for millions of people across the region.  As one speaker so eloquently 
described during yesterday’s opening ceremony “environmental issues transcend 
borders” and so do the solutions. Through our partnership with the GEF, Belize continues 
to demonstrate that small states can deliver environmental benefits far beyond borders. 

Belize was among the first countries in the world to successfully complete a large-scale 
marine debt conversion to conservation mechanism the Belize Blue Bonds for ocean 
conservation.  This innovative financing mechanism is helping to fund marine 
conservation while reducing national debt offering a model that other countries are now 
studying and adapting. 

For more than three decades, the Global Environment Facility has been a trusted and 
transformative partner in Belize's sustainable development journey. Through more than 
thirty projects and enabling activities, the GEF has supported Belize in generating 
significant global environmental benefits while strengthening national capacities, 
institutions and policy frameworks. 

GEF investments have enabled Belize to expand and strengthen protected area 
management, conserve critical terrestrial and marine biodiversity, promote sustainable 
forest management, enhance climate resilience, support integrated land and water 



management, address persistent environmental threats and empower communities to 
become active stewards of their natural resources. These investments have contributed 
not only to national development objectives but also to the achievement of global 
environmental goals. 

Belize is particularly encouraged by the evolving programmatic direction of the GEF, 
which increasingly recognizes the interconnected nature of environmental challenges and 
the need for integrated, systems-based solutions. This approach aligns closely with 
Belize's national priorities elaborated in our #Plan Belize 2.0 Medium Term Development 
Strategy and Nationally Determined Contribution, NDC 3.0. 

As we look toward the future, Belize is prioritizing integrated water resource management, 
biodiversity conservation, climate resilience, ecosystem restoration and sustainable 
livelihoods. We see significant opportunities to advance these priorities through GEF’s 
integrated programming approach, particularly by leveraging nature-based solutions that 
simultaneously address climate adaptation, biodiversity conservation and sustainable 
development objectives. 

We are also pleased to see the GEF's continued emphasis on supporting implementation 
of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, promoting ecosystem 
restoration, strengthening resilience, mobilizing private sector engagement and 
empowering Indigenous Peoples and local communities. These priorities resonate 
strongly with Belize's vision for sustainable and inclusive development. 

Belize recently celebrated an important milestone with the approval of its first project 
under the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund. This investment represents a significant 
opportunity to accelerate national biodiversity action while contributing to the global 
ambition of halting and reversing biodiversity loss. We look forward to working closely 
with the GEF partnership to ensure successful implementation and measurable results. 

As discussions advance on the future direction of GEF-9, Belize encourages continued 
support for country-driven programming, enhanced access to resources for Small Island 
Developing States, greater flexibility in project design and implementation and sustained 
investment in integrated approaches that deliver measurable results. 

We believe that the challenges before us require a combination of approaches including 
stronger partnerships, regional approaches, innovative and dedicated financing, 
continued knowledge sharing, whole of government and a commitment to ensuring that 
environmental investments reach communities and landscapes where they can have the 
greatest impact. 

Belize comes to this Assembly with a simple but powerful message, when countries are 
empowered with trust, partnership and resources, they can achieve extraordinary results 
for people and planet. 



As a small island developing state, Belize occupies but a small place on the map, but the 
ecosystems we protect and the environmental benefits we generate are of global 
significance. From our forests and freshwater ecosystems to the Mesoamerican Reef, we 
recognize that the stewardship of nature is both national responsibility and a global 
commitment. 

Our experience demonstrates that environmental protection and economic development 
are not competing priorities, but rather mutually reinforcing investment in a more secure, 
resilient and prosperous future. 

Mr. Chair, the environmental challenges confronting our world are complex, but they are 
not insurmountable. The successes achieved through the GEF partnership demonstrate 
what is possible when countries, communities, institutions and development partners 
work together toward a common purpose. 

As we look ahead to GEF 9 and beyond, Belize remains committed to working with the 
Global Environment Facility and all partners to address the interconnected environmental 
challenges. We encourage developed countries to continue to support the GEF by 
increasing pledges. Let us leave this Assembly and the beautiful historic city of 
Samarkand inspired by our collective capacities to create lasting positive change. 

 

I thank you. 


