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Excellencies,​

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I bring warm greetings from His Majesty the King, the Government and the people of 

Bhutan. I congratulate Interim GEF CEO Mr. Claude Gascon and the GEF team on the 

successful completion of the GEF-8 cycle and the successful replenishment of GEF-9. 

I also extend our sincere appreciation to the Government of Uzbekistan for its warm 

hospitality in the historic city of Samarkand. 

Guided by the philosophy of Gross National Happiness and the leadership of His 

Majesty The King, Bhutan remains committed to environmental conservation and 

sustainable development. Bhutan maintains over 70 percent forest cover and remains 

carbon negative, contributing negligibly to global emissions. 

However, as a mountainous country with fragile ecosystems, Bhutan is highly 

vulnerable to climate change, including glacial retreat, glacial lake outburst floods, 

erratic weather patterns, landslides, biodiversity loss, and water insecurity. Bhutan 

also faces growing challenges related to land degradation, ecosystem fragmentation, 

invasive species, human-wildlife conflict, and increasing waste and pollution 

pressures. 

Excellencies, 

Bhutan’s graduation from Least Developed Country status marks an important 

milestone in our development journey. However, graduation has also brought new 

vulnerabilities and challenges. As access to concessional financing and grant-based 

support declines, our exposure to climate and environmental risks continues to 

intensify. 



This widening gap between vulnerability and access to finance is a serious concern for 

countries like Bhutan. Graduation from LDC status should not lead to reduced support 

for environmentally fragile and climate-vulnerable countries that continue to provide 

critical global environmental benefits. 

In this regard, the role of the GEF is more important than ever. 

Bhutan appreciates GEF support in strengthening biodiversity conservation, climate 

resilience, sustainable forest management, and institutional capacity, through the 

STAR allocation and the LDCF. These investments have significantly contributed to 

our national efforts to protect ecosystems while advancing sustainable development. 

Going forward, we call for enhanced accessibility, flexibility, and responsiveness of 

GEF resources, particularly for vulnerable mountainous developing countries 

transitioning from LDC status. 

We also emphasize the importance of scaling up support for integrated approaches that 

address the interconnected crises of climate change, biodiversity loss, land 

degradation, and pollution. 

Excellencies, 

Bhutan remains steadfast in its commitment to multilateralism and global 

environmental action. However, global ambition must be matched by adequate and 

accessible means of implementation. Countries that continue to conserve forests and 

protect global public goods must be recognized and supported accordingly. 

In closing, Bhutan reaffirms its strong partnership with the GEF and all development 

partners as we work collectively toward a more resilient, sustainable, and equitable 

future. 

Thank you and Tashi Delek! 


