BOTSWANA STATEMENT AT THE 8T™ GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY
ASSEMBLY HELD SAMARKAND, UZBEKISTAN FROM THE 4™ TO THE S5TH
JUNE 2026

Botswana extends its appreciation to the Government of Uzbekistan and its people for the
warm welcome and hosting in this beautiful city.

We would like to express our special gratitude to the GEF for having hosted its second GEF-
9 Replenishment Meeting Botswana in October 2025. It was a privilege for Botswana to
welcome delegates from around the world and to showcase our natural capital including the
Chobe ecosystem and the Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area.

Botswana has benefitted immensely from the Global Environment Facility from the past
funding cycles. Botswana has utilised the funds allocated

in projects that impacted on sustainable community livelihoods; sustainable land
management; protected area management, biodiversity conservation, building resilience,
wetland management; and on strengthening the integration of environment into decision
making processes. At this point, Botswana extends great appreciation to countries that have
provided funding to the Global Environment Facility, thus enhancing for countries like
Botswana to effectively participate in efforts towards a better world for all.

Botswana welcomes the GEF 9 replenishment package and its programmatic focus areas. To
us, this is an opportunity to continue with our priority programs of improving our protected
area management systems, green our land and economy, reduce land degradation, build
resilience, and improve sustainable community benefits from our rich natural resource base.
Botswana has about 40% of its land under protected area status. We also greatly improved
our wildlife numbers among them elephants. These successes have come with challenges
including affecting the ability of communities to sustain their livelihoods. When farm
produce is almost ready for harvest, elephants raid the farms. Predators also kill livestock.
These real life challenges brought about by our success in conservation require us to explore
alternative livelihood options and solutions for affected communities, and we will utilise
some of our GEF resources to address this problem in order to maintain a balance between
community economic needs and conservation objectives.

As I conclude, let me take this moment to thank Tropical Biology Association for their
assistance in enabling for us to build capacity in the monitoring and management of GEF
projects. Importantly, Botswana also extends its appreciation to Pew Charitable Trusts and
the Enduring Earth Partnership for having chosen Botswana to participate in the Project
Finance for Permanence initiative which aligns and complements the work of the GEF.

I thank you



