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Distinguised co-chairs,
Excellencies,
Colleagues,

At a time when the international community faces increasingly complex
environmental challenges, Brazil wishes to reaffirm its strong commitment
to multilateral cooperation.

Despite the need to address important development challenges at home,
Brazil has made a significant effort to once again participate in the
replenishment process - as both a recipient and a donor country. Our
contribution for this new cycle more than doubled and is the highest
contribution Brazil has ever made to GEF.

At the same time, it is a source of concern to us the declining contributions
among several traditional donors. This trend is aggravated by a wider
contraction in ODA and rapidly increasing in global military expenditures,
reflecting imbalances in international priorities, that risk weakening our
collective capacity to respond to shared environmental challenges.

Strengthening multilateralism requires renewed political commitment to
solidarity, international cooperation and the adequate provision of means
of implementation for all developing countries.

Brazil attaches great importance to the GEF as the financial mechanism of
6 multilateral environmental agreements. Over the years, through
concessional and grant resources, the GEF has played a key role in
advancing global environmental goals by enabling developing countries to
implement their commitments under those conventions.

After welcoming the UNFCCC COP in Belem, last November, earlier this
year, Brazil hosted the Fifteenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to



the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species. Recognizing the
important role of migratory species to biodiversity, CMS Parties reaffirmed
the importance of engagement with the GEF.

While the GEF is not the financial mechanism of CMS, Parties called for
strengthened dialogue on ways to improve opportunities for GEF to support
activities under the Convention. As Presidency of COP15, Brazil stands
ready to help building bridges between CMS and GEF.

Excellencies,

Brazil welcomes important innovations introduced under GEF-9 with
respect to Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities. We commend the
establishment of the target of 20 % of the envelope for projects with IPLCs,
the allocation of 100 million dollars to the Inclusive Conservation Initiative,
the proposal of a new Policy on Engagement with IPLCs, as well as the
inclusion of engagement with IPLCs among criteria for agency expansion.

These developments are particularly relevantin a global context still marked
by historical inequalities and the enduring legacy of colonialism.

Environmental action must be guided by principles of equity and justice, in
particular by addressing the disproportionate impacts of environmental
degradation and climate risks on historically marginalized populations. In
this regard, Brazil highlights the Belém Declaration on Fighting
Environmental Racism, launched at COP30 and still open to new
signatories, as a call to strengthen the intersection between environmental
action and the promotion of ethnic and racial equality.

Brazil also welcomes the decision to establish a Working Group to discuss
the governance of the GEF. We hope this process will allow for open and
balanced discussions on ways to make the decision-making process of the
Facility, more representative of developing countries who hold the key to
overcome the current environmental crisis.

It is in the Global South where megadiverse countries are mainly located,
that we still can find important forest cover and costal ecosystems that act
as global carbon sinks. It is important that countries with the greatest



potential to generate environmental benefits at scale have their voices
reflected in the direction and priorities of the institution.

With regards to GEF-9 goal to shift towards greater mobilization of private
capital and philanthropy, we view this development positively, provided that
such resources do not substitute traditional donor contributions, in line with
their obligations under international environmental law and the principle of
common but differentiated responsibilities.

GEF must preserve its comparative advantage among environmental funds:
its ability to provide grant-based and concessional financing to developing
countries.

In conclusion, Brazil believes that preserving an appropriate balance in GEF-
9 will be essential to ensuring that the Facility remains responsive to the
growing environmental challenges and the needs of all developing
countries.

Thank you



