STATEMENT

By His Excellency SAN VANTY
Permanent Secretary of State, Ministry of Environment
GEF Operational Focal Point, Kingdom of Cambodia

The 8th GEF Assembly
Samarkand, Republic of Uzbekistan
30 May - 6 June 2026

Excellency Ministers, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia, | would like to express
our sincere appreciation to the Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan
and the Global Environment Facility Secretariat for the excellent
organization of the 8th GEF Assembly here in the historic city of Samarkand.

Cambodia highly values the leadership, partnership, and continued support
of the Global Environment Facility in advancing global environmental
action. For more than three decades, the GEF has played a transformative
role in supporting countries to address pressing environmental challenges
while promoting sustainable development and improving the well-being
of communities. Cambodia fully aligns with the GEF-9 vision of “Healthy
Planet, Healthy People” and welcomes its integrated and people-centered
approach to achieving global environmental benefits.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The world is facing an unprecedented convergence of environmental
challenges, including climate change, biodiversity loss, land degradation,
pollution, and water stress. These interconnected crises threaten ecosystems,
livelihoods, food security, and sustainable development. Addressing them
requires strengthened international cooperation, solidarity, and collective
action.

Cambodia is endowed with globally significant natural assets, including forests,
wetlands, freshwater ecosystems, coastal and marine resources, which provide
essential ecosystem services and support the livelihoods of millions of people.

With support from the GEF and its partners and Guided by Cambodia’s
Circular Strategy on Environment, built upon the pillars of Clean, Green, and
Sustainable, the Royal Government continues to strengthen environmental
governance, biodiversity conservation, climate action, sustainable land
management, and pollution control. We are also advancing nature-based
solutions and community participation to ensure that environmental
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protection contributes directly to socio-economic development and human
well-being.

GEF support has also strengthened Cambodia’'s implementation of the Rio
Conventions and other multilateral environmental agreements, including
our NDC 3.0 and the updated National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Cambodia remains highly vulnerable to climate change and environmental
degradation; Cambodia wishes to emphasize that grant-based financing remains
critically important. Predictable, accessible, and non-debt-creating financial
support is essential for Cambodia as well as developing countries to meet global
environmental commitments while advancing national development priorities.

In this regard, Cambodia strongly supports an ambitious and adequately
resourced GEF-9 replenishment that responds to the growing scale and
urgency of global environmental challenges. We also encourage continued
efforts to simplify access procedures, strengthen country ownership,
enhance capacity-building, and ensure that resources reach those most in
need.

Cambodia reaffirms its commitment to working closely with the GEF, its
agencies, development partners, and all stakeholders to advance a greener,
cleaner, more resilient, and more inclusive future for present and future
generations.

THANK YOU
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