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Chair, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,
Kia Orana from the Cook Islands.

As we enter the final years to 2030, the question before us is not whether we understand
the challenges. The question is whether we can implement solutions at the scale and
speed required.

For the Cook Islands, climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution are not separate
environmentalissues. They are interconnected pressures that affect our communities, our
economy and our natural environment every day.

For large ocean states such as the Cook Islands, investment in marine conservation,
sustainable ocean management and blue economy solutions remains essential to
achieving global biodiversity and climate objectives. Through our National Environment
Policy and ongoing national programmes, we are working to strengthen biodiversity
conservation, address invasive species, improve waste management, and enhance water
security. These efforts continue to reinforce an important lesson: environmental
challenges cannot be addressed through fragmented projects and fragmented financing.
They require integrated solutions that bring together government, communities and
partners, while drawing on scientific evidence, indigenous knowledge and conservation
that have sustained our islands for generations.

As we look towards GEF-9, we encourage continued investment in integrated and country-
led approaches. As environmental pressures continue to intensify, GEF-9 presents an
opportunity to further strengthen support for transformative action that delivers benefits
across biodiversity, climate, land and ocean ecosystems.

For Small Island Developing States, integration is not simply a policy preference; itis a
practical necessity. Limited institutional capacity, geographic dispersion, small
populations and increasing environmental pressures require approaches that maximise
impact, minimise duplication and strengthen national ownership. We therefore welcome
the continued recognition of the unique circumstances of SIDS and encourage enhanced


http://www.environment.gov.ck/

support that improves access to finance, strengthens implementation capacity and
reduces administrative burdens on countries.

We also welcome the GEF's continued efforts to strengthen integrated programming and
improve coordination across funding windows. Going forward, equal attention should be
given to simplifying access, accelerating delivery and supporting implementation on the
ground. Success will ultimately be measured not by the resources committed, but by the
outcomes delivered for communities and ecosystems.

In the Cook Islands, we have a proverb:

"Taku raurau, taau raurau, ka ora te iti tangata."

"With your contribution and mine, our people will thrive."

That spirit of partnership remains at the heart of the Global Environment Facility. It reminds
us that achieving our collective environmental goals will require collaboration, mutual
support and a commitment to leaving no country behind.

As we enter the final sprint to 2030, our focus must be not only on the commitments we
make, but on the results we deliver. The Cook Islands stands ready to play its part and calls
on all partners to match ambition with action in advancing the GEF-9 agenda and our
collective environmental goals.

Meitaki Maata e Kia Manuia.



