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OPENING OF THE MEETING 

1. The meeting was opened by Claude Gascon, Interim Chief Executive Officer/Chairperson 
of the Facility. Richard Bontjer, Council Member for the Constituency of Australia, New Zealand, 
and Republic of Korea, had been designated as Elected Chairperson for the first semester of 2026 
by decision 31/2025 adopted on December 19, 2025.   

2. The Chairperson and the Elected Chairperson made opening statements to the Council. 

3. Mr. Asad Naqvi, Director for Implementation Support Division at the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD) Secretariat, delivered an opening statement on behalf of the CBD 
Secretariat. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

4. The Council adopted the provisional agenda set forth in document 
GEF/GBFF.06/01/Rev.01.  

DECISIONS APPROVED 

5. The Council approved the following decisions with respect to its agenda items: 

Decision GBFF 1/2026 Work Program for the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund 

6. The Council, having considered document GEF/GBFF.06/02/Rev.01, Work Program for the 
Global Biodiversity Framework Fund, approves the Work Program comprising two projects, 
subject to comments made, prior and during the Council meeting and additional comments that 
may be submitted in writing to the Secretariat by July 1, 2026. 

7. Total Global Biodiversity Framework Fund (GBFF) resources approved in this Work 
Program amounted to $20,544,000, including GEF project financing and Agency fees. The Work 
Program is comprised of following projects:  

i. India. Conservation of Biodiversity, its Sustainable Use, Fair and Equitable Sharing of 
Benefits in India (CONSERVE) (GEF ID 11784). Agency: UNDP; GBFF project financing: 
$12,378,900; co-financing: $30,250,000.   

ii. Papua New Guinea. Empowering Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities (IPLCs) 
for sustainable management and conservation of 700,000 hectares of critical 
ecosystems in three Highland provinces in Papua New Guinea (GEF ID 11787) Agency: 
FAO; GBFF project financing $6,439,269; co-financing $16,672,533.  

8. With respect to the projects approved as part of the Work Program, the Council finds that 
each of these projects (i) is, or would be, consistent with the Instrument and GEF or GBFF policies 



and procedures, and (ii) may be endorsed by the CEO for final approval by the GEF Agency, 
provided that the final project documents fully address comments provided the CBD Secretariat 
of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Council Members, and the Scientific and Technical 
Advisory Group (STAP) on the Work Program, and that the CEO confirms that the project 
continues to be consistent with the Instrument and GEF or GBFF policies and procedures.  

9. All final project documents approved in this Work Program will be posted on the GEF 
website for information after CEO endorsement. 

Decision GBFF 2/2026       FY27 Administrative Budget and Business Plan for the Global 
Biodiversity Framework Fund 

10. The Council, having considered document GEF/GBFF.6/03, FY27 Administrative Budget 
and Business Plan for the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund, approves the proposed FY27 
budget for the GEF Secretariat, Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP), and the Trustee as 
follows:  

FY27: $2,675,351 (GEF Secretariat), $297,840 (STAP), and $495,000 (Trustee). 

Decision GBFF 3/2026    Towards a Resource Mobilization Strategy for the Global 
Biodiversity Framework Fund 2025-2030 

11. The Council, having considered the document GEF/GBFF.06/04, Towards a Resource 
Mobilization Strategy for the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund 2026-2030, which has been 
revised based on recommendations from the Ad Hoc Working Group on Predictability in 
Financing, approves it. The Secretariat is requested to provide an annual progress update on 
GBFF resource mobilization to the Council.  

12. The Council calls for new and additional contributions from all sources to support the 
continuous, rapid, and robust capitalization of the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund and asks 
the Secretariat to enhance efforts to mobilize resources in line with this document. 

Decision GBFF 4/2026                   Progress Report on the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund 

13. The Council, having considered document GEF/GBFF.06/05, Progress report on the Global 
Biodiversity Framework Fund (GBFF), welcomes the report by the Secretariat, takes note of the 
progress made in the operations of the GBFF, and requests the Secretariat to prepare a report 
for the Council review of the +3 percent portion of the portfolio-level target “36% + 3% of GBFF 
resources allocated to SIDS and LDCs” at its 7th meeting.  

Decision GBFF 5/2026  Options to Facilitate the Achievement of the Portfolio Target   
Related to International Financial Institutions 



14. The Council, having considered document GEF/GBFF.06/06, Options to Facilitate the 
Achievement of the Portfolio Target Related to International Financial Institutions, welcomes the 
recommendations of the Auxiliary Body of the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund, and requests 
the Secretariat and the GEF IFI agencies to implement the recommendations directed to them.  

Decision GBFF 6/2026 Management Response to Formative Evaluation of the Global 
Biodiversity Framework Fund 

15. The Council, having considered document GEF/GBFF.6/E/01, Formative evaluation of the 
Global Biodiversity Framework Fund (GBFF), and GEF/GBFF.06/07, the Management Response, 
takes note of the related evaluation recommendations and endorses the management response 
to address them.  

Decision GBFF 7/2026 FY27 Work Program and Budget for the Independent Evaluation 
Office 

16. The Council, having reviewed document “FY27 Program and Budget for the Independent 
Evaluation Office of the GEF under GBFF,” approves the annual budget of US$561,000 for the IEO 
to implement the work program for fiscal year 2027. The budget is within the three-year budget 
framework previously approved. 

CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

The meeting closed on June 3, 2026.  



Annex I - Table 1 
 
 

Global Environment Facility  
Table 1: Record of GBFF Resources Requested for Administrative Budget, and GEF IEO Budget  

and Resulting Council Decisions  
 

Council Meeting, June 2-3, 2026 
 

 Amounts Requested for Funding in US$ Amounts Approved by Council in US$ 
GBFF - FY27 Administrative Budget 
GEF Secretariat  2,675,351 2,675,351 
STAP 297,840 297,840 
Trustee 495,000 495,000 
GEF IEO 561,000 561,000 
Sub-total 4,029,191 4,029,191 
 
Grand Total 4,029,191 4,029,191 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Annex I - Table 2 
Global Environment Facility 

Table 2: Record of GBFF Resources Requested for Projects/Programs and Resulting Council Decisions 
Council Meeting, June 2-3, 2026 

 
 

      
Project Amounts Requested for Funding  

in US$ 
Project Amounts Approved by Council  

in US$  
GEF ID Agency Title Country Focal Area  Project 

Financing 
Requested  

 Agency Fee 
Requested  

 Total Amount 
Requested  

 Project 
Financing 
Approved  

 Agency Fee 
Approved  

 Total Amount 
Approved  

GBFF 
      

Biodiversity 
      

1 11784 UNDP/
World 
Bank 

Conservation of Biodiversity, its 
Sustainable Use, Fair and Equitable 
Sharing of Benefits in India (CONSERVE) 

India Biodiversity 12,378,900 1,114,100 13,493,000 12,378,900 1,114,100 13,493,000 

2 11787 FAO Empowering Indigenous Peoples and 
Local Communities (IPLCs) for sustainable 
management and conservation of 
700,000 hectares of critical ecosystems in 
three Highland provinces in Papua New 
Guinea 

Papua New 
Guinea 

Biodiversity 6,439,269 611,731 7,051,000 6,439,269 611,731 7,051,000 

Sub-total  18,818,169 1,725,831 20,544,000 18,818,169 1,725,831 20,544,000 

Grand Total  18,818,169 1,725,831 20,544,000 18,818,169 1,725,831 20,544,000 

 



Annex I - Table 3 

Global Environment Facility 
Table 3: Record of GBFF Resources Requested and Resulting Council Decisions  

Council Meeting, June 2-3, 2026 
 

Summary of Council Decisions 
   

          GBFF 

Funding status as of May 24, 2026        $    58,783,834 
Approvals by Council                                   $    24,573,191 
Funding status after Council Meeting      $    34,210,6431 
  

GBFF Amounts Requested for Funding 
in US$ 

GBFF Amounts Approved by Council 
in US$ 

Agency Project Financing Agency Fee Total Project Financing Agency Fee Total 

Project/Programs funding 
      

 ADB  -    -    -    -    -    -    

 AfDB  -    -    -    -    -    -    

 BOAD  -    -    -    -    -    -    

 CAF  -             - -           -            -            -  

 CI  -    -    -    -    -    -    

 DBSA  -    -    -    -    -    -    

 EBRD  -    -    -    -    -    -    

 FAO  6,439,269    611,731    7,051,000    6,439,269    611,731    7,051,000    

 FECO  -    -    -    -    -    -    

 FUNBIO  -    -    -    -    -    -    

 
1 This amount represents funds available for new project approvals. All indicative project financing and fees associated with the approved project preparation 
grants have been factored as well. 



 
GBFF Amounts Requested for Funding 

in US$ 
GBFF Amounts Approved by Council 

in US$ 
Agency Project Financing Agency Fee Total Project Financing Agency Fee Total 

 IADB  -    -    -    -    -    -    

 IFAD  -    -    -    -    -    -    

 IUCN  -    -    -    -    -    -    

 UNDP  6,189,450  557,050 6,746,500  6,189,450            557,050 6,746,500             

 UNEP  -    -    -    -    -    -    

 UNIDO  -    -    -    -    -    -    

 World Bank  6,189,450  557,050    6,746,500     6,189,450   557,050    6,746,500     

 WWF-US  -                - -            -  -              -  

 Sub-total  18,818,169 1,725,831 20,544,000 18,818,169 1,725,831          20,544,000 
       

 Administrative 
Budget             Total          Administrative 

Budget 
           Total 

GBFF - FY27 Administrative 
Budget       

GEF Secretariat  2,675,351 - 2,675,351 2,675,351 - 2,675,351 

STAP 297,840 - 297,840 297,840 - 297,840 

Trustee 495,000 - 495,000 495,000 - 495,000 

GEF IEO 561,000 - 561,000 561,000 - 561,000 

Sub-total 4,029,191 - 4,029,191 4,029,191 - 4,029,191 

       

GRAND TOTAL 22,847,360 1,725,831 24,573,191 22,847,360 1,725,831 24,573,191 
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