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On behalf of the Government of Eswatini, allow me to 
extend our gratitude to the Government of Uzbekistan for 
their warm hospitality and to GEF for inviting and 
supporting our participation in this Eighth GEF Assembly. 
 
Eswatini acknowledges GEF as a strategic partner in our 
national development, consistently supporting our National 
Development Plan and programs like the National 
Adaptation Plan and Nationally Determined Contributions. 
 
Through the GEF-8 STAR Allocation, the Kingdom has 
implemented several key projects 
 

• The Kingdom successfully launched the Big Five 
Nature Reserve Project.This project will cover 

approximately 87,000 hectares in the Lubombo 

Region. This reserve will consolidate various 

protected areas and Communities, enhancing habitat 

connectivity for our iconic "Big Five" species namely, 

elephants, rhinos, buffaloes, lions, and leopards. By 

embracing this initiative, we are taking significant 

steps towards achieving our national development 

goals which are also reflected in our Programme of 
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Action and as commitments under various UN 

agreements. The initiative also forms part of the 

collaborative work under the recently  launched 

United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation 

Framework (UNSDCF).The Big 5 project will promote 

sustainable and inclusive economic growth by 

ensuring that by 2030  women, men, and youth, 

including marginalized persons, benefit economically 

from conservation efforts. This includes job creation, 

equitable opportunities, and sustainable enterprises. It 

will also touch on strengthening natural resource 

management as the country envisions a resilient 

Eswatini that is on a low-carbon development 

pathway, managing natural resources sustainably. 

This project will enhance community adaptation to 

climate change and improve livelihoods, health, and 

food security. 

• We also have a Food Systems Transformative 
project that speaks to addressing Eswatini’s food 

security and environmental concerns by bringing 

together key government Ministries, development 
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partners and rural communities to coordinate actions 

across governance, financing, production landscapes 

and value chains for a more resilient and sustainable 

ecosystem. 

• The Kingdom of Eswatini is also excited about the 

assistance received for enhancing safety in chemicals 

and waste management. This project aims to reduce 

risks to human health and the environment by 

addressing persistent organic pollutants through 

integrated waste management, promoting a circular 

economy, strengthening policies, and fostering 

women entrepreneurship and green growth.The 

projects focus is on integrated waste management to 

achieve a zero waste vision and promote a circular 

economy, health care waste management, 

strengthening policies and regulations to improve 

waste management practices and ensure public 

health and promoting women entrepreneurship and 

fostering green growth through public and private 

partnerships. 
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• We have also accelerated our transboundary water 
management by collaborating with our neighbouring 

states, South Africa and Mozambique through the 

Strengthening of Integrated Transboundary 

Management of the Incomati and Maputo River 

Basins Project. This seeks to enhance water, food, 

energy and environmental security while promoting 

sustainable livelihoods across the three countries by 

strengthening transboundary water management 

across river basins. 

• Lastly we are relentless in pursuing our national goal 

in strengthening and protecting our ecosystems and 

biodiversity by successfully developing and submitting 

to the Convention on Biological Diversity our National 

Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP3.0). 

This aims at strengthening biodiversity protection and 

aligning with the Kunming- Montreal Global 

Biodiversity framework. The key objectives of the 

NBSAP 3.0 include prioritization, mapping of priority 

ecosystems, and deepening national understanding of 

Other Effective Area- Based Conservation Measures. 
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The Kingdom of Eswatini notes that the GEF-9 

Programming Directions present a strategic response the 

accelerating global environmental crises of climate 

change, biodiversity loss, land degradation and pollution. 

As a country we have adopted Nationally Determined 

Contribution (NDC 3.0) where Eswatini commits to 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 2.24 million tonnes 

Carbon dioxide emissions by 2035.  

 

It also includes mitigation priorities covering agriculture, 

forestry and land use, energy, waste and industrial 

processes and product use and includes scaling 

renewables and clean cooking to restoring degraded 

rangelands, planting 15 million trees by 2030 and building 

a circular economy. Our NDC 3.0 also focuses on disaster 

risk reduction, health, water, sanitation and hygiene and 

water resources management, biodiversity and 

ecosystems, infrastructure and settlements and energy. 

There are also cross cutting areas such as gender, youth, 

children and other vulnerable groups, finance, technology 
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and capacity building. 

 

With GEF-9 STAR allocation Eswatini is prioritizing the 

implementation of NDC 3.0. 

 

We support the GEF-9 programming and its emphasis on 

leveraging blended finance and private sector 

engagement across all programming. The funding 

mechanism has expressed deepened support for aligning 

domestic resource mobilization with environmental goals 

and a deliberate shift towards greater integration, country 

ownership, transformative change and long-term impact. 

 

 We reaffirm our commitments to the achievement of these 

milestones and institutionalization of innovations as a core 

programming principle, linking them to financial 

mechanisms, policy coherence, and adaptive learning. 

 

I Thank You 
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