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Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Government and people of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, |
would like to express our sincere appreciation to the Global Environment Facility for
convening this important Assembly at a critical moment for our planet.

As we enter the final stretch toward 2030, the world faces unprecedented environmental
challenges. Climate change, biodiversity loss, land degradation, pollution, and water
scarcity continue to threaten sustainable development, particularly in vulnerable
developing countries.

Ethiopia is among the countries highly affected by the adverse impacts of climate change.
Recurrent droughts, floods, land degradation, desertification, and biodiversity loss are
increasingly affecting livelihoods, food security, water resources, and economic
development. These challenges disproportionately impact rural communities, women,
youth, and vulnerable populations whose livelihoods depend directly on natural resources.

Despite these challenges, Ethiopia remains steadfast in its commitment to environmental
sustainability and climate action. We firmly believe that environmental protection and
economic development are mutually reinforcing objectives.

Over the past years, Ethiopia has implemented ambitious initiatives to address climate
change and environmental degradation. Our Climate-Resilient Green Economy Strategy
continues to guide the country's transition toward low-carbon and climate-resilient
development. Through this vision, Ethiopia seeks to achieve sustainable economic growth
while minimizing greenhouse gas emissions and strengthening resilience to climate impacts.

One of our flagship initiatives is the Green Legacy Initiative, launched under the leadership
of Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed. Through this nationwide movement, billions of tree seedlings
have been planted across the country, contributing significantly to ecosystem restoration,
watershed management, biodiversity conservation, carbon sequestration, and enhanced
climate resilience. The initiative has become a symbol of collective environmental
stewardship and a model of large-scale community participation in nature-based solutions.



Ethiopia is also advancing integrated landscape restoration, sustainable land management,
renewable energy development, biodiversity conservation, climate-smart agriculture, and
ecosystem-based adaptation. We are strengthening efforts to restore degraded lands,
improve water resource management, and promote sustainable production systems that
benefit both people and nature.

The Global Environment Facility has been a valued partner in supporting Ethiopia's
environmental priorities. Through GEF-supported projects and programs, we have
strengthened institutional capacities, promoted innovation, enhanced ecosystem
restoration, and generated tangible environmental benefits at both national and global levels.
We highly appreciate the continued support of the GEF partnership and its Agencies.

As we look toward GEF-9, Ethiopia emphasizes the importance of scaling up finance,
strengthening country ownership, simplifying access to resources, promoting technology
transfer, and fostering integrated approaches that simultaneously address climate change,
biodiversity loss, land degradation, and pollution. Greater support is also needed to ensure
that vulnerable countries can effectively implement their nationally determined
contributions, national biodiversity strategies, and sustainable development commitments.

The urgency of the environmental crisis requires collective action. No country can tackle
these challenges alone. We must strengthen international cooperation, solidarity, and
partnerships to accelerate implementation and deliver measurable impacts for people,
nature, and the planet.

In this regard, Ethiopia reaffirms its commitment to working closely with all GEF partners to
advance the shared goals of environmental sustainability, climate resilience, and
sustainable development.

Excellencies,

As we accelerate action towards 2030, we must remain guided by ambition, cooperation,
and a shared sense of responsibility for future generations.

Allow me also to highlight that Ethiopia is honored to host the 32nd Session of the
Conference of the Parties (COP32) to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change. We look forward to welcoming the global community to Ethiopia and
working together to advance ambitious, inclusive, and action-oriented climate solutions
that respond to the needs of developing countries while safeguarding our common future.

Let us use thisfinal sprint toward 2030 to transform commitments into concrete actions and
deliver lasting environmental benefits for all.

| thank you.



