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Salutation

Distinguished Chair, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

Ni sa bula vinaka and warm greetings from Fiji.

It is an honour for Fiji to participate in the Eighth Global
Environment Facility Assembly in this “Last Sprint Towards
2030.”

For Small Island Developing States such as Fiji, this is a critical
sprint in a marathon we are far from completing. As we approach
2030, the impacts of climate change, biodiversity loss, pollution
and ecosystem degradation are accelerating faster than our

capacity to respond. The decisions we make today have an



overburdened influence on the livelihoods, security and

prosperity of future generations.

Building resilience in the face of increasing and evolving
environmental and climate challenges is complex and difficult.
The goal posts are shifting; the risks and impacts are not uniform
and do not follow linear trends. As we approach tipping points
this threat could escalate in the space of years rather than
decades. Rising sea levels threaten our coastal communities,
and infrastructure and the IMF estimates will lose between 0.9%-
2.6% of our GDP annually due to the impacts of sea level rise if
urgent interventions are not made. Extreme weather events are
becoming more intense and as we face the onset of a super El
Nino event — we fear the Pacific will be confronted with significant
disruption to already unpredictable annual weather patterns. The
long-term trends that drive land degradation, biodiversity loss,
and pressures on our freshwater and ocean ecosystems require
urgent action to safeguard livelihoods, food and water security
and economic development, but with limited resources we are
faced with a continual set of competing priorities that can limit

our ability to fight fires on multiple fronts.

As an ocean nation and a proud member of the Blue Pacific, our
priorities remain clear: strengthening climate resilience,
protecting biodiversity, restoring ecosystems, improving
sustainable land and ocean management, advancing low-carbon

development, and addressing chemicals and waste



management. These priorities are aligned with Fiji's national
development plans, our Nationally Determined Contributions,
the 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent, and the

Sustainable Development Goals.

Excellencies,

The Global Environment Facility has been a transformative
partner for Fiji and the Pacific region for more than three
decades. Fiji deeply values the support provided through the
GEF across biodiversity conservation, climate adaptation, land
degradation, ocean governance and sustainable development

initiatives.

Today, Fiji has fully utilized one hundred percent of its GEF-8
STAR allocation, demonstrating strong national ownership and
our commitment to delivering impactful environmental

programmes.

Through GEF support, Fiji has implemented and advanced
projects that strengthen marine and terrestrial biodiversity,
climate resilience, sustainable agriculture, watershed
management, electric mobility and community-based ecosystem
management. Projects such as the Safeguarding Marine and
Terrestrial Biodiversity in Fiji initiative, the Ridge-to-Reef

programme, and resilience-focused adaptation projects have



contributed to stronger institutions, improved policy frameworks

and more resilient communities.

These initiatives have also strengthened Fiji's implementation of
multilateral environmental agreements, including the Convention
on Biological Diversity, the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change, and the UN Convention to Combat

Desertification.

Importantly, we have maintained our commitment to ensuring
environmental action places communities at the centre. Women,
youth, Indigenous Peoples and civil society are not simply
beneficiaries — they are partners in implementation and
custodians of knowledge and resilience. Fiji remains committed
to inclusive approaches that leave no one behind.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Fiji recognizes that the final years toward 2030 require
transformational and systems-based approaches.
Environmental protection can no longer be pursued in isolation.
Climate resilience, biodiversity conservation, pollution reduction,
food system protection, water security and sustainable economic
development must be addressed together through integrated

solutions.

Our national ambition is to continue building a climate-resilient

and nature-positive economy. We are pursuing integrated ridge-



to-reef and whole-of-island approaches, investing in ecosystem
restoration, strengthening sustainable tourism, promoting
renewable energy and electric mobility, and improving climate-

informed planning across sectors.

For Fiji, environmental sustainability is directly linked to
economic resilience. Our tourism sector, fisheries and
agriculture all depend on healthy ecosystems. Investments in
adaptation, resilient infrastructure and ecosystem restoration are

therefore investments in our people, our economy and our future.

Excellencies, as we look toward GEF-9, Fiji wishes to emphasize
several priorities. First, access to finance for Small Island
Developing States must become simpler, faster and more
responsive. While we appreciate the continued support of the
GEF, many vulnerable countries continue to face challenges with
lengthy approval processes, complex procedures and limited

implementation flexibility.

Secondly to ensure financing can be effectively translated into
tangible results for communities through safer infrastructure,
stronger livelihoods, healthier ecosystems and increased
resilience, we need to ensure all our efforts seek to strengthen

country ownership and provide greater flexibility to ensure



countries can design programmes that reflect national priorities

and realities on the ground.

Thirdly, resource mobilization must increase to achieve scale.
Access to finance is absolutely critical as climate impacts

increase.

Ladies and gentlemen while we are in the sprint to 2030 but we
are running a marathon and because of a lack of progress we
don’t have the luxury of pacing ourselves. We must accelerate
action on all fronts. Finance is the hydration that can keep us

moving towards ambitious and science-based targets.

Distinguished Delegates,

We have reached a defining moment. The final sprint toward
2030 requires ambition, urgency and solidarity. The risk of
overshooting 1.5 degrees is very real and with every increment
of warming the cost to society and burden on the most vulnerable
increases exponentially. Fiji believes that policy coherence,
integrated action and inclusive partnerships are essential if we
are to meet our global commitments and safeguard the future of

vulnerable nations.

We therefore call for a strong and ambitious GEF-9
replenishment that reflects the scale of the environmental

challenges we face now and into the future. The opportunity to



effectively deliver and enable meaningful protection and support
to the world’s most vulnerable countries exists within a limited

timeframe.

Let us move together from commitments to implementation, from

ambition to delivery, and from dialogue to action.

On behalf of the Government and people of Fiji, | thank the GEF
Secretariat, implementing agencies, development partners and
all member countries for your continued partnership and

commitment to environmental sustainability.

Vinaka vakalevu.



