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Honorable Chair, Interim CEO and Chairperson of the GEF, Your Excellen-
cies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

First, I would like to sincerely thank our host, Uzbekistan, for their warm hos-
pitality and the excellent arrangements during the Assembly. 

Finland strongly values the GEF as a unique fund addressing multiple, inter-
connected environmental challenges under one umbrella. Triple planetary 
crisis cannot be solved in isolation. Fragmentation weakens impact. A 
strong GEF helps reduce fragmentation and ensures coherence across 
global environmental action. 

We see the GEF as an effective and well-functioning fund. Several evalua-
tions and assessments confirm GEF’s strong performance, strategic rele-
vance and ability to deliver results on the ground. This gives donors confi-
dence that resources are used efficiently and with impact. 

Finland warmly welcomes the successful conclusion of the GEF-9 replen-
ishment. Achieving a strong outcome in challenging times sends an im-
portant signal of confidence in multilateral cooperation. We emphasize the 
importance of broadening GEF’s funding base, including through stronger 
engagement with emerging economies. Finland intends to renew its com-
mitment to the GEF and plans to provide its contribution to GEF-9 starting 
next year. 

Finland strongly supports GEF-9’s focus on Least Developed Countries and 
Small Island Developing States, which face the greatest risks and require 
predictable and accessible support. We also welcome the strong emphasis 
on private sector engagement, as mobilizing private capital and innovation 
is essential to scale up solutions beyond public finance. In addition, we 
commend the GEF’s leadership in supporting Indigenous Peoples, and local 
communities, recognizing their vital role in achieving lasting impact. 



At this Assembly, I would like to highlight three practical priorities for turning 
global commitments into action from our national perspective.  

First, we are developing approaches to better measure and value biodiver-
sity, including emerging nature credit markets that can channel finance into 
ecosystem restoration. Finland has recently adopted a national roadmap for 
nature value markets, which sets clear objectives and brings together the 
key actions needed to develop them. 

Second, we are accelerating the transition to a circular economy, where sus-
tainable use of resources and innovation help decouple growth from envi-
ronmental pressures. For instance, the Finnish Innovation Fund Sitra sup-
ports this shift through initiatives such as the EU CERC framework, promot-
ing scalable circular solutions, policy innovation, and cross-sector collabo-
ration. 

Third, by investing in early warning systems, meteorological services, and air 
quality monitoring, we are strengthening resilience to climate change and 
environmental risks. Air quality is a shared regional challenge that deserves 
greater attention. Strengthening forecasting, monitoring, and early warning 
systems is therefore an important part of building resilient societies. 

Through the Finnish Meteorological Institute, Finland is proud to support Uz-
bekistan and the wider Central Asian region in strengthening forecasting ca-
pacity, modernizing observation systems, and enhancing regional early 
warning services. 

We stand ready to share our expertise. 

Thank you. 


