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Distinguished members of the Assembly, Excelencies, colleagues, 

Good day to you all, 

We would like to thank the Chair of this Assembly and the GEF’s Interim CEO for 
recognising women and girls’ unique roles and contributions and supporting us to be here.  

I am Amelia Arreguin,  and I speak on behalf of the GEF Women and Gender Caucus is a 
self-organised space bringing together women and gender constituencies across 
Conventions, networks and organisations, the Caucus provides a space to identify common 
challenges, share implementation experiences, and contribute practical recommendations 
on how environmental finance can become more effective, equitable, and responsive to 
realities on the ground. 

The GEF Women and Gender Caucus exists because women and girls in all their diversity, 
including those from Indigenous Peoples, local communities and Afro-descendant peoples, 
are not only beneficiaries of environmental finance. We are knowledge holders, rights 
holders, environmental defenders, community leaders, and implementers of the conventions 
that the GEF serves. 

It is in this spirit of partnership and shared responsibility that we bring four priorities for this 
Assembly to consider: 

First, global environmental goals can only be achieved with adequate and predictable public 
environmental finance. International financial obligations should be fulfilled with the urgency 
that addressing the planetary crises demand.   

Second, all GEF processes must fully integrate gender equality by aligning with recent COP 
decisions, including the CBD and UNFCCC Gender Plans, and ensuring adequate dedicated 
funding for their implementation.  

Third, direct, culturally appropriate, and predictable access to funding across the GEF and its 
family of Funds must ensure resources reach women-led organisations rather than being 
absorbed by intermediary administrative and managerial costs.  

And fourth, transparency and accountability is the next milestone to achieve. Lasting global 
environmental benefits require evaluation mechanisms that go beyond head counts. 

Excelencies,  



As the conventions served by the GEF continue to strengthen gender commitments and 
participation mechanisms, we encourage the formal recognition of the GEF Women and 
Gender Caucus within its architecture, contributing to greater policy coherence, 
accountability, and effectiveness across its Funds. 

GEF-9 represents an opportunity to build an effective financing system that is equitable, 
human rights-based, and accountable to the people and communities who are already 
protecting life every day.  

Thank you. 


