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Chair’s Summary of the Eighth GEF Assembly

Agenda Item 1. Welcoming Addresses

1. Ms. Saida Mirziyoyev, Head of the Presidential Administration of Uzbekistan, warmly
welcomed delegates to the Eighth GEF Assembly and underscored the importance of the
meeting as a platform for advancing collective action through strengthened multilateral
cooperation. She emphasized the critical role of partnerships and shared responsibility in
addressing global environmental challenges, and also announced that Uzbekistan will
become a GEF donor country.

2. Ms. Inger Andersen, Executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme,
delivered a statement on behalf of the GEF Implementing Agencies. Mr. Rolph Payet,
Executive Secretary for the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, delivered a
statement on behalf of the Conventions for which the GEF serves as financial mechanism.

3. Dr. Claude Gacson, Interim GEF CEO and Chairman, delivered welcoming remarks,
highlighting the overarching theme of the Assembly “The Last Sprint Towards 2030”. In this
context, he reflected on GEF priorities, outlined key environmental challenges, and
emphasized the need for ambitious, integrated and scalable solutions to accelerate progress
toward global environmental goals.

Agenda Item 2. Election of the Chair

4. The Assembly elected H.E. Mr. Aziz Abdukhakimov, Advisor to the President of Republic
of Uzbekistan on Environment, Chairman of the National Committee on Ecology and Climate
Change as its Chair.

Agenda Item 3. Election of the Vice-Chairs

5. The Assembly elected Mr. Maina Vakafua Talia, Minister of Environment of Tuvalu, and
Mr. Shuichi Hosoda, Deputy Vice Minister of Finance for International Affairs of Japan, as its
Vice-Chairs.

Agenda Item 4. Adoption of the Agenda and Organization of Work

6. The Assembly approved the provisional agenda circulated as document GEF/A.8/01. The
Agenda was approved as described by the Chair.

Agenda Item 5. Statement by the GEF Evaluation Office (IEO)

7. The Assembly took note of the Eighth Comprehensive Evaluation of the GEF (OPS8),
contained in document GEF/A.8/05.

Agenda Item 6. Statement by the GEF Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP)

8. The Assembly took note of the Report of the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel on
the work it carried out during GEF-8, contained in document GEF/A.8/06.



Agenda Item 7. Statement by a Representative of Civil Society Organizations

. The Assembly took note of the report on the CSO Forum that took place on June 3, 2026, in
Samarkand. The Report was delivered by Faizal Parish, Chair of the GEF CSO network. Ms.
Vivian Siloe of the GEF Indigenous Peoples Advisory Group (IPAG), Ms. Amelia Arreguin from
the CBD Women’s Caucus, and Mr. Heitor Dellasta from the Global Youth Biodiversity
Network, also addressed the floor.

Agenda Item 8. Report on the GEF Trust Fund

10. The Assembly took note of the Trustee Report, GEF-8 Funding Retrospective, contained in
document GEF/A.8/04.

Agenda Item 9. Report on the Ninth Replenishment of the GEF Trust Fund

11. The Assembly took note of the Summary of Negotiations of the Ninth Replenishment of
the GEF Trust Fund contained in document GEF/A.8/03.

Agenda Item 10. Statements by Head of Delegations

12. The Assembly took note of the statements delivered by 96 heads of delegations across
the GEF Partnership, including GEF Participant countries, GEF Agencies and Conventions®.

Agenda Iltem 11. High-level Round Tables

13.. The nine round table sessions represented the diverse yet interconnected pillars
necessary to deliver on the Nature-Climate-Pollution ambitions of the GEF-9 agenda in the
final push toward 2030 and discussed visionary and forward-looking solutions to the Nature-
Climate-Pollution crisis.

14. A document about the GEF Assembly Round Tables, Round Table Discussions, was
submitted to the Assembly as document GEF/A.8/Inf.03.

15. Roundtable thematics sessions were split as follows: (i) Science, Integration, and Systems
Transformation; (ii) How can the GEF leverage the Conventions and its Family of Funds to
deliver on the 2030 goals; (iii) How can blended finance and the private sector bridge the
funding gap? (iv) How can the GEF increase its resources mobilization by leveraging its public
ODA funding in the future? (v) How to maximize implementation for more ambitious results
and of GEF’s investments; (vi) Leaving No Country Behind - SIDS, LDCs, Fragile and Vulnerable
Countries; (vii) Leaving No One Behind - Civil Society, Women & Indigenous Peoples; (viii)
Leading the way from the ground — GEF Recipient countries investing whole of government
approaches and in policy coherence for scale; (ix) Forging partnerships for land and water in
Central Asia and Beyond.

16. Round tables brought together speakers from across sectors, including governments,
international organizations, and the private sector. Participation was open to Ministers,
Heads of Delegation, and other registered Assembly delegates.

17. The roundtables generated technical and political recommendations and also served to

11t was requested that future Assemblies include interpretation in the official six languages of the United Nations.
3



build momentum and alignment across stakeholders.

Agenda Item 12. High-Level Plenary Session: Solutions for a Healthy Planet: Partnerships
for Financing.

18. The High Level Plenary Session was opened by the STAP Chair, Dr. Rosina Bierbaum, who
summarized the main messages from the 9 GEF Assembly Roundtables. Following the
summary, a Keynote Speaker, Dr. Ken Lay, helped to frame the messages into an ambitious
vision for the final push to 2030. Dr. Bierbaum then moderated a high-level panel composed
of several experts who addressed key questions and provided solutions that can support and
enhance the role of the GEF in its 9th cycle. The Plenary ended with closing remarks
presented by the Interim CEO of the GEF.

Agenda Item 13. Report on Credentials

19. In accordance with paragraph 6 of the Rules of Procedure, the Bureau presented its report on
credentials to the plenary (GEF/A.8/07). The Assembly took note of the report.

Agenda item 14: Summary of Chair

20. In accordance with paragraph 24 of the Rules of Procedure, the Assembly was presented with
the Summary of the Proceedings submitted by the Chair.

Agenda item 15: Closing of the Assembly

21. H.E. Aziz Abdukhakimov, Advisor to the President of Republic of Uzbekistan on Environment,
Chairman of National Committee on Ecology and Climate Change and Dr. Claude Gacson Interim
GEF CEO provided closing remarks.
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