Statement by Hon. Minister of Environment, Climate Change and Natural

Resources of The Gambia At the 8" GEF Assembly
Hon. Rohey John Manjang

Under the overarching theme “The Last Sprint towards 2030: Implementing the
Nature-Climate-Pollution GEF-9 Agenda,”

Honourable Chair,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Heads of Delegation,
Representatives of the GEF Family and Partners,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Government and people of the Republic of The Gambia, I extend
warm appreciation to the Government of Uzbekistan and the Global Environment
Facility for convening this 8th GEF Assembly under the timely theme: “The Last Sprint
towards 2030: Implementing the Nature-Climate-Pollution GEF-9 Agenda.”

This theme captures the reality confronting humanity today, and we are running out of
time; but fortunately, not out of opportunity. The choices we make now will determine
whether we achieve the goals of the Rio Conventions, the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework, the Paris Agreement, and the global commitments on

pollution and sustainable development.

For The Gambia, environmental sustainability is not an abstract ambition; it is a matter
of survival, economic resilience, and social stability. We are facing immense
environmental pressures arising from rapid urbanization, land degradation, coastal
erosion, biodiversity loss, pollution, unsustainable waste generation, and the growing

impacts of climate change.



Our population, remains highly vulnerable to sea level rise and extreme weather events.
Settlers around the coastal are already experiencing the realities of climate-induced

displacement and loss of livelihoods.

According to the 2026 World Bank Country Climate and Development Report
(CCDR), climate hazards are already affecting national productivity and as a result it

is becoming increasingly costly to the economy and this will cost 3.5% of GDP by
2030, and progressing to about 9% by 2050 (under hot/dry, BAU).

Excellencies,

The crises of climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution cannot be addressed in
isolation, but rather requires integrated solutions that generates multiple environmental
and socio-economic benefits simultaneously. And for this reason, The Gambia strongly

supports the integrated programming approach of the GEF.

Through our partnership with the GEF and its Agencies, The Gambia has made

significant strides in advancing environmental action across multiple fronts:

v' We have strengthened protected area management and biodiversity
conservation; advanced land restoration and sustainable forest management
under the Great Green Wall Initiative; enhanced climate resilience in vulnerable
communities; promoted sustainable chemicals and waste management; and
intensified actions against plastic pollution through policy reforms and public
awareness campaigns.

v The ban on plastic bags in The Gambia, alongside the development of our
National Action Plan on Plastic Pollution, demonstrates our commitment to
tackling pollution at source while promoting sustainable alternatives and

behavioral change.



v' We are also investing in environmental monitoring systems, including the
deployment of air quality monitoring devices across the country, to support
evidence-based decision-making and protect public health.

v" Our urban resilience initiative under the GEF-8 programming cycle (the CLIMB
Project) represents an important step toward building climate-resilient and
inclusive urban systems, while ensuring that vulnerable groups, including

women, youth, and persons with disabilities, are not left behind.
Excellencies,

As we look toward the ninth replenishment of the GEF, we believe the world requires
a transformative and adequately resourced GEF-9 capable of responding to the scale

and urgency of the global environmental crisis.
For the Gambia, GEF-9 should prioritize:

v" Increase direct support for integrated and scalable solutions that simultaneously
address climate adaptation, biodiversity conservation, land restoration, and
pollution reduction.

v" Strengthen access to climate and environmental finance for Least Developed
Countries through simplified procedures, accelerated approval processes, and
enhanced readiness support.

v’ Scale up investments in ecosystem restoration, coastal resilience, sustainable
waste management, and circular economy initiatives that create green jobs and
sustainable livelihoods.

v" Enhance support for community-led and locally driven initiatives, recognizing
that environmental sustainability cannot be achieved without empowering local
communities, women, youth, and civil society.

v" Invest in science, innovation, data systems, and technology transfer to support

evidence-based planning, implementation, monitoring, and reporting.



v' The Gambia also calls for stronger alignment and synergy among the Rio
Conventions and other Multilateral Environmental Agreements, as fragmented

implementation approaches increase transaction costs and reduces impact.
Distinguished Delegates,
The lessons from our national experience are clear:

1. Environmental action succeeds when it is inclusive, locally owned, nature-based,
and linked directly to livelithoods and human well-being.
2. The cost of inaction far outweighs the cost of investment.

3. And, most importantly, partnerships across all players remain indispensable.

In this final sprint toward 2030, we must move beyond incremental action and
accelerate implementation, mobilize greater ambition, and deliver measurable impact

for people and planet.

The Gambia remains committed to working with the GEF family, development
stronger partners with regional institutions, civil society, and local communities to

advance a resilient, nature-positive, low-pollution, and climate-secure future.

Let us seize this opportunity and renew our commitment and ambitions to act with

urgency, solidarity, and determination.

I thank you.



