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Excellencies, colleagues, friends,

For as long as we can remember, people have wanted to understand the world around
them. They followed rivers, climbed mountains, sailed into unknown waters — with maps
they turned these journeys into knowledge. They filled in blank spaces with coastlines,
rivers, forests and reefs, showing where fertile soils feed regions and where healthy
ecosystems protect communities. Maps did not just guide ships — they revealed how
rich and how precious our shared home is.

If we were to draw a map of our world today, it would tell a different story. It would show
rivers that no longer reach the sea, forests broken into fragments, coral reefs turning
white and soils turning to dust. And behind many of these points there would be people
whose lives are getting harder: farmers who cannot rely on the rains, fishers whose
catch is shrinking, families forced to leave their homes.

The Global Environment Facility was created so that our answer to this story is not
resignation, but action. It exists so that countries can work together to protect what is
still intact, to repair what is damaged, and to give people a chance at a stable future on a
living planet.

This is not an abstract promise. The latest GEF results show that together we are helping
to protect more than 200 million hectares of land and sea, restore millions of hectares of
degraded land and ecosystems, and avoid billions of tonnes of greenhouse gas
emissions. These are forests that still stand, mangroves that still buffer storms, and
communities that have a better chance to adapt. Germany cares about these results
because they show that cooperation works.

We also know that many of us face tight budgets at home. But if we let climate change,
biodiversity loss and pollution run their course, the costs will be far higher — in flooded
cities, failed harvests, conflict and forced migration. Investing together through the GEF
is not charity. It is common sense.

Germany believes that the GEF is one of the best tools we have for this task. It links
climate, biodiversity, land and chemicals in a single conversation, gives a voice to
countries already living with the front-line impacts of these crises, and can use public
money to draw in private and local investment.
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That is why we are ready to back our words with concrete support. Today, | can
announce that Germany will contribute 630 million euros to the GEF Trust Fund under
GEF-9.

With this contribution, we want to help protect and restore ecosystems and support the
most vulnerable countries in building resilience. But Germany cannot do this alone. The
GEF is a partnership. So | have a simple appeal: if your country intends to contribute to
GEF-9, please finalise and share your pledge. Let us give partner countries a clear signal
of what they can count on.

When future generations look at the maps of this century, | want them to see rivers that
still flow, reefs that still glow with life, forests that are still standing. The decisions we
take here will not decide everything. But they can bend the story in the right direction.

Thank you.



