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Mr. Chairperson, Dr. Rodriguez,

Excellencies, distinguished delegates,

| bring warm greetings from the Government and people of Grenada, Carriacou and
Petite Martinique, and | thank the Republic of Uzbekistan for its gracious hospitality
here on the ancient Silk Road, a place that reminds us that environmental

stewardship has always crossed borders.

Excellencies, with four years left to honour the 2030 promise, Grenada gathers here
with urgency. On 1 July 2024, Hurricane Beryl , the earliest Category 4 hurricane
ever recorded in the Atlantic, flattened more than ninety percent of Carriacou and
Petite Martinique in thirty minutes. Mangroves that had buffered our coasts for
generations died with the storm. This is the daily arithmetic of climate injustice for

a nation that contributes a fraction of one percent of global emissions.

On integrated approaches to nature, climate and pollution, Grenada offers a
proven model. Through the 'GEF-financed Ridge to Reef Project’, we moved from
siloed conservation to one connected system; from forested ridges in the
Annandale and Beausejour watersheds, through productive landscapes, down to
coral reefs and marine protected areas. One project, one geography, addressing

biodiversity, land degradation, climate adaptation, and pollution runoff



simultaneously. That is the Nature—Climate—Pollution framework, already at work

on the ground.

On lessons learned, three stand out.

First, integration must reach the community. Through the GEF Small Grants
Programme, fifty-thousand-dollar grants have enabled our first community
hydropower demonstration, solar PV systems for community organizations,
climate-smart agriculture and rainwater harvesting in our schools and farming
communities in St. Patrick, and flood mitigation projects in St. David. Second,
integration must reach the most vulnerable, which is why Grenada applauds the
Small Grants Programme’s deliberate focus on women, youth, and persons with
disabilities, and why we are advancing an updated National Biodiversity Strategy

and Action Plan that is science-based, scalable, and inclusive.

Third, integration must outlast a hurricane season. Protected area systems, healthy
watersheds, restored mangroves, and resilient livelihoods are what stand between
us and the next Beryl. Resilience is built in years, but it can be erased in thirty

minutes.

On expectations for the Ninth Replenishment, Grenada calls for GEF-9 to be

transformative, not incremental. We urge:

e a replenishment significantly above the initial 3.9 billion dollar pledge,

commensurate with the planetary emergency we face;

o simplified, direct access for Small Island Developing States, with the

Multidimensional Vulnerability Index informing allocation alongside GDP;



e programmatic financing that scales proven models such as Ridge to Reef

across regions, rather than reinventing them country by country; and

e an explicit window that bridges GEF investments with loss and damage

finance, so that the resilience we build is not erased overnight.

To our Caribbean region, | issue this call: let us use GEF-9 to build a Caribbean
Ridge to Reef Corridor, pooling our protected areas, our blue economy, and our
disaster recovery into one integrated investment platform under CARICOM and the
OECS. We cannot keep rebuilding island by island after every storm. Our seas are

connected; our financing must be too.

To the global community, our call is simple. The credibility of the Nature-Climate-
Pollution agenda will be measured by whether the most vulnerable sit at its centre,
or at its margins. Place us at the centre, and we will deliver impact at scale. Our
communities are ready. Our partnerships are proven. What we need now is

ambition equal to the emergency.

Grenada stands ready. From Samarkand, let us walk faster, together.

| thank you.



