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Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,
Colleagues,

FAO is proud to join the Global Environment Facility at its Eighth Assembly and at
the start of its Ninth Replenishment.

With the 2030 goalpost approaching fast, countries need solutions that can
deliver for people, climate, biodiversity, land, environment at the same time. For
FAO, that means placing agrifood systems at the center of action.

Agrifood systems connect many of the solutions we are here to scale up: building
resilience to a changing climate, protecting food security, reducing emission, and
halting biodiversity loss and land degradation.

These global goals are deeply connected to how we produce, process and
consume food and to how we help the people behind food on our table. This is
the clear common ground between FAO and the GEF.

Over the past two decades, the FAO—GEF partnership has shown what it means in
practice. Together, we have helped farmers become more resilient to climate
extremes and protected livelihoods of rural communities. We have brought
degraded land and ecosystems back to life and cut emissions, while at the same
time producing affordable, diverse and nutritious food.

This partnership has now reached 140 countries with more than USD 2 billion in
GEF financing and USD 13.5 billion in co-financing.

Just as importantly, the way we work has evolved. We have moved away from
standalone projects toward approaches that look at the whole systems: from
market incentives and value chains to policy, finance and local capacity.

This shift is already visible in our integrated programmes in Food Systems,
Dryland Sustainable Landscapes, Critical Forest Biomes, and Clean and Healthy



Oceans. Across these areas, FAO and GEF are helping countries scale up practical
solutions such as agroecology, agroforestry, ecosystem restoration, integrated
land and water management, and Source-to-Sea strategies.

Looking forward to GEF-9, we have an opportunity to go further: to connect
across sectors and levels the priority actions of our countries; to align policies
across environmental, agricultural and economic fronts; and to bring in new
partners and private investment where they can make a difference.

FAO remains committed to working with the GEF and our Member Countries to
deliver integrated agrifood systems solutions for a healthy planet, healthy people.

Thank you.



