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Excellencies, distinguished delegates, dear colleagues, dear Claude, 

Allow me to begin by expressing my sincere appreciation to the Government and people of Uzbekistan 
for their warm hospitality in hosting this Assembly in the historic city of Samarkand, and to the GEF 
Secretariat, the Council and the Agencies for their dedicated work in bringing us together. 

I wish, in particular, to welcome the successful conclusion of the ninth replenishment of the Global 
Environment Facility. In a demanding global financial environment, this outcome reflects the continued 
commitment of donors and the shared resolve of the partnership to support countries in meeting their 
environmental obligations. On behalf of the Minamata Convention and its Parties, I extend my gratitude 
to all who made it possible. 

The period ahead is a decisive one for our Convention. Many of the obligations that Parties have 
undertaken fall due between now and 2030 to 2034. These include the phasing out of certain mercury-
added products, among them dental amalgam, continued action on cosmetics, and measures 
addressing manufacturing processes, the artisanal and small-scale gold mining sector, mercury supply 
and trade, mercury emissions, and the environmentally sound management of mercury waste and 
contaminated sites. To support these efforts, by the most recent COP guidance to the GEF, Parties will 
soon start updating their national mercury inventories, they will also strengthen the monitoring of 
human exposure. To ensure timely implementation, the mercury allocation must be programmed at the 
earliest possible stage in GEF-9. 

We welcome the growing emphasis on integration. The new guidance for incorporating chemicals and 
waste considerations into focal area projects and Integrated Programs offers a valuable opportunity to 
deliver co-benefits across biodiversity, climate, land and human health, while keeping the well-being of 
people at the centre of our work. We remain mindful, too, of the importance of inclusion, of Indigenous 
Peoples, local communities, women and youth, and of tailored support for small island developing 
States and least developed countries. The Convention’s financial mechanism, comprising the GEF and 
the Specific International Programme, continues to serve Parties well in this regard. 

In 2027, the Minamata Convention will mark its tenth anniversary, an occasion to reflect on what has 
been achieved together, and to renew our shared ambition. 

In closing, the path towards a planet free of harmful mercury pollution is one we walk together. I thank 
the GEF for its enduring support and look forward to our continued cooperation in the years ahead. 

I thank you. 


