DELIVER in Grand Hall plenary Thursday 4 June at 17:30-18:15

Dear Honorable Ministers, distinguished guests, colleagues, and

partners,

Itis a privilege to join you today. Let me begin by thanking and congratulating
the Government of Uzbekistan for hosting us in such a beautiful setting, and
for mobilizing the younger generation who are volunteering with dedication

this week. Thank you.

| would also like to warmly congratulate the Global Environment Facility on
achieving a successful GEF-9 replenishment during complex and often

difficult geopolitical dynamics.

This success demonstrates our collective determination and understanding
that global environmental challenges are and should remain on the top of our

agenda and require urgent collective action, now more than ever.

At the same time, this achievement calls us to think carefully about what

comes next.

A successful replenishment is not only about mobilizing resources; it is about

how effectively those resources are used.



As one of the founding implementing agencies of the GEF, UNDP stands firm
in its commitment to focus on programming for greater impact and tangible,

measurable results across all the countries we serve.

The Global Environment Facility has always played a catalytic role in the
public climate finance landscape, yet the need to further leverage other
sources of public and private financing and extending and deepening the role

of the private sector, has never been greater than now.

This is not just about leveraging funding, but rather about harnessing
innovation and efficiency and unlocking broader structural transformation
and systems change through partnerships, blended finance, and scalable and

innovative solutions.

Itis about aligning incentives so that sustainable development becomes not

just a responsibility, but an opportunity.

At the same time, we must remain grounded in the realities of the

communities we aim to serve.

In this regard, | would like to express our full commitment to the next phase of

the GEF Small Grants Programme. This initiative has long been a cornerstone



of direct engagement with local communities, empowering them to lead,

innovate, and implement solutions tailored to their own environments.

The strength of the GEF SGP lies in its ability to translate global priorities into
local action - supporting grassroots organizations, fostering ownership, and

delivering tangible results where they matter most.

As we move forward, reinforcing and scaling this program, we will work with
community organizations to support them in delivering GEF resources
directly. This remains essential to ensure that no one is left behind in our

collective efforts.

Finally, we should also build on programmes that have already proven they
deliver. This includes initiatives such as BIOFIN and the Blue Green Islands
Programme for SIDS. Expanding and deepening such successful models will

be key to achieving the scale and sustainability of impact we are aiming for.

If we succeed, the Global Environment Facility will continue to serve as a
powerful platform - one that connects public ambition with private capability,

and local action with global impact.



As we celebrate this important GEF-9 Assembly milestone, let us also
embrace the responsibility that it brings and unlock the opportunity that it

provides.

Let us ensure that the resources entrusted to us continue to deliver real,

lasting change on the ground, at scale, and with urgency.

Congratulations once again, and | look forward to the impact we will achieve

together.

Thank you.



