Ladies and Gentlemen,
Excellencies, distinguished delegates, partners and friends,

On behalf of the WWF GEF Agency, | would like to express our sincere appreciation to
the Government of Uzbekistan for hosting us here in Samarkand.

Countries continue to face the growing interconnected crises of biodiversity loss, climate
change, pollution, and increased pressures on livelihoods and natural resources. In this
context, the Global Environment Facility remains more than ever the most effective
multilateral financial instrument to help countries translate their commitments under
global environmental conventions into concrete action on the ground.

There is therefore a natural partnership between WWF and the GEF.

For sixty-five years, World Wildlife Fund has worked to stop the degradation of Earth's
natural environment so that we can build a future in which humanity lives in harmony
with nature. As threats to nature have evolved, so too have our approach, our science,
and our partnerships.

The GEF makes partnership for conservation a reality by providing countries the unique
platform to build out impactful projects to deliver their environmental priorities. What
makes the GEF so powerful is not only its resources. It is its ability to support policy
reforms, mobilize whole-of-society approaches, leverage public and private finance, and
catalyze market transformation at scale.

For the last 13 years, the WWF GEF Agency has had the privilege of co-creating tailor-
made projects with governments and partners across the world. WWF national offices,
and their long-experienced staff, are embedded in the countries’ environmental
solutions, from policy development to landscape approaches. WWF brings “boots on the
ground” expertise that helps connect global ambitions with local realities.

Together with governments, communities, Indigenous Peoples, civil society, and the
private sector, we have developed initiatives ranging from nature conservation and
transboundary collaboration to tackling plastic pollution, strengthening sustainable food
systems, and supporting innovative and sustainable finance mechanisms like Project
Finance for Permanence that ensure long-term conservation outcomes.

We therefore warmly welcome the support from donors toward the GEF-9
replenishment albeit in a difficult international context. The new programming directions
provide major opportunities to build ambitious initiatives that align bilateral and
multilateral funding, strengthen country ownership, and accelerate implementation of
the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, and other global environmental
commitments.



WWEF stands ready to continue working hand in hand with governments and partners to
help make GEF-9 a success.

Thank you



