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Mr. Chair, Interim CEO and Chairperson of the Global Environment Facility,

Distinguished Governors, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my honour to address the Eighth GEF Assembly on behalf of the Government
of Italy. We are grateful to the host authorities for their excellent organization, silken
hospitality and environmental leadership. This Assembly brings together
governments, Indigenous Peoples, local communities, youth, women, civil society
and the private sector around a shared imperative: delivering environmental

outcomes at scale.

We meet at a moment when the global environmental crisis is no longer a distant
prospect. Climate change, biodiversity loss, land degradation and pollution are
accelerating simultaneously. Global warming and extreme weather events are
already taking a severe toll on communities, livelihoods and health. In this context,
the GEF will be judged not only by ambition but by the speed, scale, and durability

of its nature-based action, fed by evaluation and anchored in science.

Italy welcomes the successful conclusion of the GEF-9 replenishment negotiations
and commends the Secretariat, the Trustee, and the Co-Chairs for steering a rigorous
and inclusive process. This outcome is achieved at a deeply challenging moment with
declining ODA while developing countries urgently need support to build resilience.
Nevertheless, the outcome - which we trust further contributions, including from

non-traditional donors will complete- sends a powerful signal: despite tight global



fiscal conditions, the international community continues to recognize the GEF as a

cornerstone of global environmental finance.

Italy’s pledge to GEF-9 reflects this renewed confidence in the Facility’s direction
and its comparative advantage. I am honoured to confirm that Italy will contribute
EUR 85 million, equivalent to approximately USD 100 million (SDR 72.6 million).
We make this commitment with a clear expectation that: GEF-9 will deliver — and
disburse - faster, mobilize more, and demonstrate results with greater transparency

and accountability.

GEF-9’s strategic direction is the right one. We strongly support the emphasis on
integrated and scalable programming, designed to deliver systemic transformation
across focal areas and strengthen synergies with multilateral environmental
agreements and global frameworks. But vision must now be matched by delivery:
faster project cycles, improved disbursement rates, stronger implementation

discipline, and measurable global environmental benefits.

In making this investment, we would like to stress the importance of strengthening
complementarity and coherence among multilateral climate funds (MCFs), in an
increasingly complex and fragmented global financial landscape. This requires
tackling fragmentation across the development finance architecture and improving
its efficiency and effectiveness. It also means advancing credible country-owned
platforms capable of reducing inefficiencies and mobilizing higher volumes of
private capital, in support of an equitable and fair transition towards climate-resilient,
inclusive economies and societies. Italy encourages the GEF to deepen and lead
collaboration with other MCFs, as well as with multilateral development banks and
other development institutions in order to reduce duplication and advance

cooperation including through mutual recognition of procedures. In this regard, we



would welcome regular feedback on collaboration among the major climate and

environmental funds.

A key priority for the future is to strengthen the catalytic role of the GEF. Italy
strongly supports the enhanced focus on private sector engagement, blended
finance, and the expansion of non-grant instruments. Mobilizing private finance is
not optional; it is essential if the GEF is to achieve catalytic impact at the scale

required.

At the same time, the GEF must deliver for those who need it most. Italy reaffirms
that sustained support for Least Developed and most vulnerable Countries — with

a special focus on Africa — must remain central to GEF-9 implementation.

Italy also welcomes the reinforced whole-of-society approach, including stronger

engagement with Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, women and youth.

Furthermore, Italy welcomes the efforts to improve efficiency and results-based
management, including through simpler processes, streamlined procedures,
stronger monitoring frameworks, and a more strategic approach to risk management.
These elements will be key to ensuring that GEF resources translate into tangible

outcomes on the ground.

Finally, let me underline Italy’s commitment to strengthening adaptation and

resilience to extreme weather events.

In a nutshell, Italy’s continued engagement with GEF is grounded on our trust in the

Facility’s ability to evolve, to innovate, and to deliver impact at scale.

In closing, we commend the Council, Interim CEO, the Secretariat, and all partners

for their dedication. Italy stands ready to play its part and to work with all members



to ensure the successful implementation of GEF-9. Our shared credibility will depend
on one test above all: turning ambition into measurable results for people and for the

planet.

Thank you. Arrivederci.



