Jamaica’s Statement to the 8" Assembly of the Global Environment Fund (GEF)

Chair, Excellences, Distinguished Delegates

Jamaica would like to express its appreciation to the Government and people of the
Republic of Uzbekistan for their warm hospitality in hosting this important 8th
Assembly of the GEF.

As the global community forges ahead towards 2030, the actions taken, individually
and collectively, by governments, the private sector, indigenous peoples, local
communities and other key stakeholders will be critical to the achievement of Agenda
2030 and its sustainable development goals as well as the 2030 commitments under
multilateral environmental agreements for which the GEF is the financial mechanism.
In this regard, the strategic importance of the GEF-9 replenishment cycle cannot be
overemphasized.

Jamaica therefore welcomes the US$3.9B already pledged by donor countries for
GEF-9. Given the current geopolitical situation as well as competing priorities, we are
pleased that smallisland developing states, including Jamaica, have been prioritized
for financial support under GEF-9 in recognition of our special circumstances.

Jamaica values the longstanding partnership and continued assistance provided by
the GEF which has over the years supported the implementation of impactful projects
of national, regional and international significance to increase our environmental
sustainability.

The implementation of GEF-supported initiatives has also strengthened institutional
and technical capacities, while supporting community-based organizations and local
stakeholders through the well-administered small grants programme.

Indeed, the GEF has played a critical role in advancing Jamaica’s environmental
agenda. This support remains vital given our increasing vulnerability to environmental,
climate-related, and external economic shocks.

In 2025, Jamaica experienced the unprecedented impact of a Category 5 hurricane —
the first of its kind to directly impact the island — resulting in total loss and damage
estimated at US$12.2B which is equivalent to 56.7% of Jamaica’s 2024 GDP. Also, the
country suffered severe ecological damage, including significant loss and
degradation of 51% of the island’s forest cover.
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Jamaicais currently facing projected risks associated with a potentially strong EL Nifio,
which may result in warmer than average sea surface temperatures causing severe
droughts and extreme heat waves, and place additional pressures on our terrestrial
and marine ecosystems that are vital to the country’s economy, and coastal resilience.

These impacts serve as a stark reminder of the vulnerability faced by Jamaica and
other SIDS and underscore the urgent need to accelerate nature-based adaptation
initiatives.

It is therefore important that GEF resource allocations continue to recognize the
disproportionate risks faced by SIDS, including impacts to ecosystems which
underpin our ecological integrity and blue economies. We therefore take this
opportunity to reiterate our call for inclusion of the Multidimensional Vulnerability
Index in the formulas used to inform the STAR allocations.

SIDS will continue to meaningfully contribute to the global financial and
environmental architecture, including the GEF, to address environmental imperatives.
These States are incubators for innovative sustainable finance instruments and the
design of scalable projects. SIDS are the case studies for resilience building.

Looking ahead, readiness support from the GEF will be importantin the creation of an
enabling environment for green investments including blended finance in SIDS.

Jamaica therefore urges the GEF to maintain strong engagement with vulnerable
countries and to ensure equitable and enhanced access to the resources needed to

support these efforts and secure long-term sustainability outcomes.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.
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