Statement by Head of Japan’s Delegation

Eighth Assembly of the Global Environment Facility (GEF)
4 June 2026, Samarkand, Uzbekistan

1. Opening
Excellencies, Interim CEO Claude Gascon, distinguished delegates, and colleagues,

| would like to begin by expressing my sincere appreciation to the Government of Uzbekistan and
the people of Samarkand for their warm hospitality in hosting this Assembly.

2. Assessment of and Expectations for the GEF
(1) GEF-9 Replenishment

With regard to the ninth replenishment of the GEF, Japan would like to warmly welcome the
successful conclusion of the negotiations. | commend the efforts of Interim CEO Claude Gascon,
and Akihiko Nishio, Vice President of the World Bank, in guiding the discussions to this positive
outcome.

This success reflects the strong recognition by the international community of the GEF’s
impressive track record in delivering effective and innovative projects to address global
environmental challenges.

Japan reaffirms its intention, subject to parliamentary approval, to contribute JPY 71.3 billion to
GEF-9, which is the same amount as its contribution to GEF-8 in yen terms. As a major donor,
Japan remains committed to working with the GEF to advance global environmental protection.

In doing so, Japan welcomes the broad support among members for the strategic priorities of GEF-
9, including enhanced support for Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small Island Developing
States (SIDS), strengthened engagement with the private sector, expansion of the donor base,
and more Integrated Programs.

In light of the limited availability of GEF resources, Japan expects that advancing these initiatives
will significantly contribute to maximizing the impact of GEF projects.

The GEF is tackling critical and urgent challenges including climate change under the respective
environmental conventions. Today, | would like to highlight three priority areas for Japan.



(2) Biodiversity

First, Biodiversity.

Biodiversity forms the foundation of our socio-economic activities, yet it is rapidly being lost on a
global scale. Japan has been contributing to the advancement of conservation and sustainable
use of biodiversity, including by leading the adoption of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets in 2010.

The Aichi targets have since been succeeded by the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework. In order to achieve its ambitious goals such as the “30 by 30” target, a whole-of-society
approach involving all stakeholders is essential.

Japan expects that GEF financing, including the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund (GBFF), will
contribute to tangible progress toward achieving the Kunming-Montreal’s goals.

(3) Chemicals and Waste

Second, Chemicals and Waste.

Chemicals that persist in the environment have serious impacts on human health and ecosystems,
and requiring comprehensive action. Japan has been actively contributing to efforts under the
Stockholm Convention including by sharing with the world the lessons learned from Minamata
disease caused by mercury pollution.

The Minamata Convention will mark the 10th anniversary of its entry into force next year. While
Japan appreciates the GEF’s support so far in addressing mercury pollution, Japan expects the
GEF to continue further advancing efforts toward the implementation of the Convention as its
financial mechanism, with the aim of addressing this issue as soon as possible.

Furthermore, Japan expects the GEF to build further on its track record and continue to play a key
role toward the future treaty to address plastic pollution .

(4) International Waters

Third, International Waters.



Promoting multilateral cooperation for joint management of transboundary marine and freshwater
resources is another core mission of the GEF following the entry into force of the BBNJ agreement
in January 2026, Japan is ready to contribute by leveraging our experience as a maritime nation,
including research and development capabilities and expertise of Japanese companies.

Through effective collaboration by the GEF as a financial mechanism, GEF projects should
contribute significantly to the conservation, sustainable use, and further development of marine
biological resources.

3. Closing
Ladies and gentlemen,

Given the global importance of the GEF’s role in protecting the environment, it is essential that the
international community continues to support and strengthen the GEF under an even broader
partnership.

The successful conclusion of GEF-9 is a clear demonstration of the international community’s
commitment in this regard.

Japan intends to continue supporting the GEF not only through financial contributions but also by
leveraging the technologies of Japanese companies. Under the strong leadership of Interim CEO
Claude Gascon, and the incoming CEO, | expect the GEF to continue fulfilling its critical mission.

Thank you for your attention.
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