Joint statement by the Nordic countries (Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden) &
Netherlands — 8 GEF Assembly, Samarkand 4-5 June 2026

The Nordic countries Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden, and the Netherlands are long-
standing partners to the Global Environmental Facility!.

Our support remains steadfast and firm. Our countries stand in full support behind the
outcome of the GEF-9 replenishment negotiations. The GEF’s ability to provide meaningful
synergies between the many multilateral environmental agreements is what makes it unique
and highly valuable. As major contributors, we value the GEF’s strong track record in
delivering measurable results and its ability to leverage additional resources. The GEF is one
of the most cost-efficient instruments in environmental finance.

As Nordic+ countries, we have made substantial commitments to GEF. Our support is
closely scrutinized by our parliaments and civil society. For us broadening the donor base,
particularly by large emerging economies, to GEF will be crucial in the coming years. It is
also important to say that the responsibility to nurture the GEF’s ability to deliver effective
results at scale is shared by all of us, countries implementing projects and countries providing
financial contributions.

We see that the GEF has delivered results at scale in all focal areas in GEF-8. The climate
target has been exceeded, biodiversity has been protected on areas exceeding the total area of
all of our five countries combined. We welcome the independent reviews and assessments by
the Independent Evaluation Office and MOPAN which demonstrated improvements or
equal results on all accounts compared to previous studies. These are all very important
considerations in our decisions to support the fund. Our support depends on a positive
multilateral ownership where the GEF continues to yield results at scale at the country level.

We welcome the whole of society reform which will allow for an enhanced and more inclusive
coordination at the country level including with civil society organisations, Indigenous
Peoples, local communities, women and youth, and the private sector.

We particularly welcome the increasing focus on mobilizing private finance through blended
finance which can scale up impact beyond public funding alone. This will allow to increase real
impact and results at the country level beyond what traditional development funding can
achieve alone. We encourage implementing countries to make wise use of this reform to
design, with full national ownership, policies and regulatory frameworks and strengthen
public institutions with a view to enable scaling sustainable results at the country level.

'Denmark held parliamentary elections on 24 March, and is still awaiting the formation of a
new government and its political guidance.



We welcome the GEI’s role in supporting the implementation of the biodiversity beyond
national jurisdiction agreement (BBN]J) and its contribution to a future international plastics
agreement. We wish to underline that it is important to our countries that the allocation of
resources to these new assignments do not weaken the current support to international
waters and chemicals & waste. We welcome that the GEF maintains a high level of ambition
in implementing the Kunming Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. We also welcome
that the climate results are projected to at least maintain their current level thanks to
increased mobilization of private investments.

Finally, we would like to make clear that the budget presented here today of 3,9 billion US
dollar does not constitute the final budget for GEF-9. Some of us expect to announce our
support to GEF-9 later in the year.

Next year, 35 years will have passed since the Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio
de Janeiro 1992. The world has changed since. The level of development has increased but
the planetary boundaries remain at risk. We all need to reflect on how we can collectively
contribute positively to and take ownership of our common multilateral system in the next 35

years.

Thank you.



