National Statement of Republic of Korea, Eighth GEF Assembly

Ministry of Climate, Energy and Environment

Distinguished delegates, colleagues,

On behalf of the Republic of Korea,

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the GEF Secretariat
for their dedicated preparation of this Assembly,

and to the Government of Uzbekistan for hosting us here in

Samarkand —a city that shines with history and cultural heritage.

Korea strongly supports the inclusive and integrated approach of GEF-9.
Together, we must rise to the challenges of climate change,
safeguard biodiversity on land and in our oceans, restore degraded

lands, protect international waters, and prevent chemical pollution.

We particularly welcome the policy directions of GEF-9:
Strengthening private sector engagement by further encouraging
MDB participation as GEF agencies;

Providing incentives to recipient countries to expand blended finance;
Supporting vulnerable nations, including LDCs and SIDS;
Empowering Indigenous Peoples and local communities to play
leading roles; and

Assisting recipient countries in building national platforms that

foster whole-of-government approaches.

Korea is committed to fulfilling its promises under international



climate and environmental agreements.

With the launch of a new government last year,

we established the Ministry of Climate, Energy and Environment.
We are accelerating our green energy transition to achieve a 53 to
61 percent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2035

compared to 2018 levels.

Earlier this year, we began developing the K-GX, or Green
Transformation strategy, through a whole-of-government and
public-private partnership.

Our vision is clear: carbon neutrality and energy transition must
become engines of new growth. We will expand renewable energy,
nurture green industries, and strengthen local participation —while
also deepening international cooperation and support in these

areas.

Even amid global economic challenges and geopolitical crises, we
remain deeply grateful to all donor countries, the GEF Secretariat,
and member states for their support in successfully completing the

GEF-9 replenishment.

Looking ahead, Korea will continue to actively participate in GEF’s
policy decisions and projects. We will seek every opportunity to
expand our support and to work hand in hand with all of you for

a sustainable future.

Thank you.



